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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


PPS SECRETARY GENERAL ALI YATA INTER/LEWED 
Casablanca AL BAYANE in French 8-9 Feb 81 pp 1, 3 


[Interview with Ali Yata, secretary general of the Party of Progress and Socialism-- 
PPS--translated from the text that appeared in issue No 207 of AL-WATAN AL~'ARABI 
on 5 February; date, place, and interviewer not given) 


{Text} We publish herein, as it appeared in issue No 207 of the 
review AL-WATAN AL-'ARABI dated 5 February 1981, the translation 
of the full text of an interview given by comrade Ali Yata. We 
note nevertheless that the review in question did not publish the 
entirety of the remarks made by the PPS secretary general as re- 
corded on tape. 


[Question] What is your assessment of the Libyan intervention in Chad and the an- 
nouncement of che union between the two countries? 


[Answer] To understand the events in Chad, we must place them in a general context 
by connecting then with other events that have occurred in the region over the 

last several years. These events show the existence of colonialist efforts to lay 
hands on Chad and to occupy its strategic position and the minerals which are hid- 
den underground in such abundance, such as uranium and perhaps oil. 


The recent events have thrust Chad into the limelight, after exacerbation of the con- 
tradictions between the factions supporting colonialism and others that are fighting 
it and attempting to assure Chad's independence and progress. It is in this con- 
text that we look at the problem of Chad. 


The Libyans claim to be helping the Chadians and not to be intervening in the in- 
ternal affairs of that country. But we believe they have conscious designs on the 
country. The actions they have undertaken seem to objective observers like so many 
attempts to assert their hegemony and dominion over Chad. If the objective had 
been to help Chad, they would have had to act differently. 


We believe in union among Arab brothers and in Maghrebian unity between Algeria, 
Tunisia, Mauritania, and Morocco. But unity presupposes taking into consideration 
the differences between these countries on the cultural and economic level and on 
the level of the political direction. It is indispensable to consult the popula- 
tions and to respect their aspirations and sentiments. I believe that the Libyans 
have not taken those sentiments into account and have followed a controversial path. 





[Question] le President al-Qadhdhafi trying to play some kind of role in Africa 
by penetrating into Chad? There is talk of a "Saharan empire" that Al-Qadhdhafi 
would like to erect, encompassing the Libyan. Algerian, and Tunisian Sahara in 
addition to the Saharan regione of Nigeria, Chad, Morocco, and Mauritania. 


[Anewer) ‘lhe Libyans are trying to create an African empire formed of Saharan 
pseudostates. We are fully aware of efforts made toward that end by certain Libyan 
parties. 


For example the manipulation of Malians demanding separation from the legitimate 
state. Also the contacts with certain Algerians like the Touaregs who have not 
hesitated to support separatist tendencies. Not to mention the efforts they are 
makin, to separate southern Morocco from Morocco and create a puppet state. 


it is in this context that we come to the political, moral and enormous material 
support furnished by Al-Qadhdhafi to the group of mercenaries making up POLISARIO 
and for some years now making attacks on Morocco with the help of Libyan arms and 
money. 


[Question] What is the aim of Al-Qadhdhafi's massive support for the POLISARIO? 
Al —Qadhdhafi's Imperialist Aims 


{[Answer! Al-Qadhdhafi dreams of joining the Saharan pseudostate to the empire he 
hopes to found. There is another aim: to establish hegemony over the entire region 
through the creation of states too weak to contend with him. This is where we have 
the efforts to dismember Moroccan, Algerian, and Tunisian territories by means of 
the events of Gafsa. 


[The Libyan regime, which calls itself anti-imperialist and anti-Zionist and proso- 
cialist, lacks »o_.tical maturity, And we would say that these efforts are often 
in vain and beur no fruit. 


[Question] Some French papers assert that Al-Qadhdhafi's failure in the Saharan 
war incited him to look toward Chad, as compensation for this setback. Are you of 
this opinion? 


[Answer] Al-Qadhdhafi has spent fabulous suns to separate the Western Sahara from 
Morocco. He has sacrificed hundreds and hundreds of Africans, natives of the Chadian, 
Malian, and Mauritanian Sahara. But he has bitten the dust, for Moroccan unity was 
not born yesterday. 


The Moroccan state's borders were not drawn by colonialism or imperialism. The Moroc- 
can state and its historic borders have been known for more than 1,000 years. Both 
ancient and current history attest to this. 


Our land has been successively the Idrissite, Almoravide, Almohade, Saadian, and 
Alaouite dynasties. Our state is an entity with borders, territory, a language, and 
a civilization for some centuries, and it has had regular relations with Spain, 
France, Great Britain, and Portugal. 











We do not assert our attachment to our territorial integrity by expansioniem., But 
history ie a vector of truths, lt is witness co our territorial unity. The proof 
of this ia that the Moroccan state was at the high point of ite greatness under the 
Almoravides, who are of Saharan origin. 


The Mistake of Those Who Discount Moroccan Patriotisem 


All Moroccans, whether of the left or the right, socialists, progressives, or re- 
actionaries, believe in Moroccan unity and act toward that end. Our ancestors 
fought the incursions of the Turks, the Spanish, and the Portuguese. The graves of 
our martyrs scattered throughout the country are the proof. 


Al-Qadhdhafi, and before him the late Boumedienne, are political children. They 
have not taken into account the patriotism that stirs Moroccans regardless of their 
ideological views. The determination of the Moroccan people to preserve their coun- 
tr) has foiled Al-Qadhdhafi's attempts for 5 years now and up to this day. 


No one can be unaware of the fact that the Moroccan budget provides enormous sums 
for the defense of the Sahara. Up to 45 percent or more. This has repercussions on 
our development plans. Perhaps we will be obliged in the future to keep making these 
sacrifices always? We will always be ready. The Green March was the symbol of the 
ardent national feeling of the citizens. It was an expression of support for the 
unity of the country, and the youth voluntarily supported it in a massive way. 


Our political credos are not superficial. They are rooted at bottom in Moroccanness. 


We also note a certain evolution in Algerian thinking onthe Sahara question, a little 
apart from Boumediennist dogmatism. 


[Question] The late President Boumedienne, then, was a herald of the separation of 
the Sahara from Morocco. What were the motives of his policy? 


[Answer | e late President Boumedienne evolved in his thinking on the Saharan 
questions At the start he supported Moroccan unity and the Moroccanness of the 
Western Setara. Then there were changes and he proclaimed the necessity of separa- 
ting the Sahara from Morocco. This change began after the events of 1972 that shook 
Morocco. Before that time Boumedienne never challenged the Moroccanness of the 
Sahara. And he never made the smallest effort to sever Moroccan territorial integrity. 





After the attempted coup in Morocco in 1971 and the one in 1972 fomented by General 
Oufkir through trying to bring down the Boeing carrying the king, Boumedienne and 
others saw the Moroccan regime as moribund. This is why he asked himself: why not 
profit from the situation to weaken Morocco, prepare the conditions for the estab- 
lishment of a new regime there, create a puppet state in the south, in the Algerian 
sands. Under these circumstances, Boumedienne's Algeria, with the support of 
Spain, began to call for the separation of the Sahara from Morocco. We know that 
Spain was being supplied with Algerian natural gas, not to mention other interests 
it had in Algeria. The efforts of the two sides were coordinated in such a way as 
to create the Sahara problem and its complications. 





Houdienne made a historic mistake with respect to the national feelings in Morocco. 
When he became convinced that the neople were firmly attached to the unity of their 
state, he changed his ideas. Before his death he called for an understanding with 
Motocco about the Sahara. Preparations were well under way for a meeting with the 
king in Brussels at the end of September 1980. If he had not died, relations based 
on mutual understanding could have been expected to reign between Rabat and Algiers. 
[t was the wuim of fate. 


[Question] Do there exist possibilities for a Moroccan-Algerian accord to resolve 
the Saharan problem? 


[Answer] Morocco is trying to contact Algeria and to negotiate .ith it to find a 
peaceful solution to the artificial tension which has reigned in the region for 
several years now. 


We note certain signs in Algeria proving that the Algerians share that same desire. 
And there is no doubt that some sectors in Algeria are working in this direction. 

It is our duty to e. courage these tendencies so that the conditions for negotiations 
between the two countries can be met. 


[Question] Would this be in preparation for a return to normal relations between 
the two countries? 


[Answer] In truth, Algerian consils have been working in Morocco for a long time. 

But there is no diplomatic representation at the ambassadorial level. We would like 

to see the two countries exchange diplomatic missions rapidly. Rumors are circulating, 
We would like to see them transformed into realities. 


[Question] Rabat has in recent weeks been the center of intense political activity. 
And there have been visits there: Lord Carrington, the British Minister of foreign 
affairs; West Gervan Chancellor Helmut Schmidt; and finally Raymond Barre, the 
French prime r aister. What are the import and the underlying motives of these vi- 
sits? 


[Answer] Morocco is going through a period of vigorous diplomacy in order to make 
known its territorial integrity and to urge various parties to understand us better 
and adopt positions in support of our cause. We consider that a quickening pace 
of diplomatic activity is indispensable to Morocco's international position. Inde- 
pendently of the fact that we do not participate in all these initiatives. 


Our foreign policy limits its contacts to Europe and leaves out the Third World. 

The Western nations take turns coming to Morocco. But we have not seen a single 
diplomat from the socioslist countries who plays an important role in our internation- 
al policy. Relatious are rather restricted with Africa and the Third World, that 

is with the Asian and Latin American countries. We ask ourselves why this haughty 
dismissal of such vast sectors of the world. 


We criticize official Moroccan diplomacy in that it is Western in its stamp, in its 
vision, and in its style. This, despite the fact that Morocco calls itself nonalined, 
a disciple of neutralism and a member of the nonalined movement. This orientation 

is harmful to the Moroccan cause, for we need the support of the socialist world 

and the Third World countries. 

















[Question] Some Moroccan papers have described Henry Kissinger's visit to Rabat 
as “dangerous and aimed at unifying the forces of the Arab axis opposed to the 
rising red tide." What is your opinion? 


[Anewer|] Henry Kissinger's visit to Morocco focused on two objectives: 


Ll. To press certain Arab countries to close ranks and to obtain American support 
enabling them to forge ahead in the strategy for the region. Some countries are 
hesitant about giving their support. Kissinger seeks to get their endorsement. 


2. Kissinger tries to impose himself as the head of American diplomacy. Such is 
the explanation of his activism, in accord with Reagan. 


[Question] In that connection, what is the difference, in your opinion, between 
Reagan and former President Carter? 


[Answer] Reagan is from the Republican Party which follows a policy with very pre- 
cise ideas and objectives. I do not think he can go further than Carter, especially 
on issues concerning the Arabs and the socialist world. We ourselves think that 
Carter, despite all his pretensions, was the servant of imperialism. 


[Question] There is, as you say, an “American imperialism." But is there not also 
a Soviet imperialism? We see for example what has happened in Afghanistan, in Ethio- 
pia, in Aden or Mozambique? 


{Answer} I say there is an American imperialism. But I do not believe in the exist- 
ence of a Soviet imperialism. The USSR is a great power and is socialist... . 

The intervention in Afghanistan came about because of very complex regional and in- 
ternational considerations. The Soviet Union is prepared to leave Afghanistan as 
soon as foreign intervention in the internal affairs of the Afghan state ceases 

and its independence is respected. 


[Question] Don't you think that these conditions are only a smokescreen to disguise 
expansionist aims? 


[Answer] I do not think so. 
Moroccan Democracy: The Fruit of Struggles 
[Question] What do you think of denocracy in Morocco? 


[Answer] Moroccan prisons now hold only 97 political prisoners, for whose release 
and return to normal life we are working. Morocco is not a prison, as some of the 
media complacently repeat. We are proud of our democracy that we have won by strug- 
gle and combat. This democracy can be seen in the elections, in the opposition, 

in a free press, of which one part is under the authorities and the other in oppo- 
sition. Publication of opposition newspapers is completely legal. We are a country 
of democratic freedoms, despite the fact that parliamentary representation is not 
always in step with reality. The opposition is an expression of health in our 
democratic life. There are Moroccans overseas publishing unfounded allegations for 
reasons that fool no one. We have a constitutional monarchy, individual rights being 
an end in itself. We are proud of this and are working both to improve them further 
and to safeguard then. 








[Question] On the economic scene, what will Morocco count on when its phospnate 
revenues dry up? 


[Answer] Moroccan phosphates are very abundant. We are not facing the problem 
of their exhaustion. It is even possible for us to inteasify methods of produc~ 
tion and commercialization, We have the means to increase our production tenfold 
withou harm co our reserves. 


And if Moroccan prices are not stabilized, this is because of thewar it is fighting 
which absorbs a great part of our expenses and our reserves, whereas we have no 
oil. We buy it from Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and the USSR. 


[Question] One observes that relations between Morocco and Iraq are solid and are 
an exemplary model for all Arab countries. 


[Answer] Indeed, our relations with Iraq are solid and well established. This 
comes from the position Iraq adopted on our Sahara problem and its tireless efforts 
to help us preserve our territorial integrity. 


[Question] And how do you view the Iraqi-Iranian war? 


[Answer] We are against war in principle. The present bloodshed going on weakens 
all parties to the conflict. It is essential that the reins of this war not get 

out of the hands of those who are engaged in it, in order to avoid disastrous conse- 
quences for the whole region. The problems at issue between the two countries should 
be discussed around the negotiating table and under a diplomatic umbrella. To avoid 
spilling futher blood. 


POLISARIO Has Bases in Algeria 


[Question] The newspaper LE MONDE recently said that a French parliamentary delega- 
tion visited t’ - regions controlled by POLISARIO and penetrated inside Moroccan ter- 
ritory all the way to Tarfaya. 


[Answer] I cannot exclude the possibility. We Moroccans are able to penetrate in- 
side Mauritanian or Algerian territories without the Mauritanians or Algerians real- 
izing it. There are vast expanses consisting of sand dunes in the border regions. 
But that Vivien, the spokesman for the delegation, should say that POLISARIO has 
liberated nine-tenths of Morocco's territory is indecent. 


lt is true that the French parliamentary delegation visited Tindouf and penetrated 
into southern Algeria, and that he was told that it had reached the Moroccan Sahara, 
despite the fact that he was carrying maps of the region with him. The Sahara is 
immense, and perhaps someone told him that he had visited Haouza, the capital of 

the alleged SDAR [Saharan Democratic Arab Republic], though it does not exist. In 
fact there was a little hamlet that carried that name which has disappeared. 
POLISARIO can point to tents in such and such a region of the desert and claim that 
this camp is the capital of its state. 


[Question] What then is your assessment of the present military situation in the 
Sahara? 








| Anawer | he Moroccan Army has scored stunning victories in the Sahara war and 
leaves no opportunity foe forces coming from outside the Sahara equipped with sophie- 
ticated weapons to inetall themselves, in thie context the aggressors have not 

had a single success. They ha e raided, they have destroyed, they have killed, 

they have resorted to deceit, but they have not cceupled the smallest bit of the 
Sahara, They attacked Layoune, Smara, but they were very rapidly thrown back, taking 
their casualties with them. Despite their long-range rockets. Today they have 
bases. in Algeria. 


[Question| Doe you think that 1981 will be the year the Sahara problem is resolved’ 


|Anewer) We are sparing no effort to reach fundamental solutions to this issue. 
All sectore of the Moroccan people want thie year to be the year of concord and a 
return to Algerian-Moroccan fraternity. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


FOREIGN POLICIES, LEADERS OF SEVENTIES EXAMINED 
Paria AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 11 Jan 81 pp 16-18 


[Article by Nihad al-Mashnuq: "The Period of Confrontations: The Rulers of the 
70's Were Rulera ‘for All Seasons’ after 10 Years of ‘Diffieult Revisionianm'”) 


[Text] Many Arab rulers came to power at the same time. Those who did not come to 
power at the same time were given a new term in office close to that time, that is, 
early in the seventies. The fact that the Arabe are now living in a phase under 
the rulers of the 70's has become common knowledge. Another characteristic those 
Arab rulers have in common is the moderation [they brought to their countries) after 
a long period of extremiem which their countries had experienced. Now that the 
70's have come to an end and the 80's are beginning, [we wonder] will the same Arab 
rulers remain in their positions, thereby confirming the statement that they are 
rulers for ail seasons? 


Most of the rulers of the Arab world are generally revisionists by nature. Many 
of them came to power following an experience they had participated in; they had 
benefited from the mistakes of that experience, and they had reacted to them. 
Hence, at a s sequent time they reacted against then. 


Those who are placing their bets on the fact that President Ilyas Sarkis will be 
reelected to a new term after the 6 years of his term expire have several reasons 
to justify [their confidence]. The most important are two: first, the Lebanese 
parties are exhausted, and they are rejecting each other; second, despite his 
limited capabilities and powers, Sarkis comes from the dynasty of rulers who rule 
in most of the Arab countries. In other words, he is one of the revisionists. He 
had come to power with the force of the Shihabis, and he made "Sarkisiem" a 
different version of that first school. He ise both a Shihebi and a non-Shihabi 
just like many Arab rulers are at present. The fact that President Sarkis was not 
in power in 1970 does not deny him the fellowship of the rulers of the 70's. He 
had lost in the Chamber of Deputies by one vote. 


President Hafiz al-Asad is the most prominent revisionist; in fact, the name of his 
legal system is the Corrective Movement. Al-Asad came [to power] after the period 
of Nur al-Din al-Atasi, Yusuf Za'in and Salah Jadid. He brought a domestic 
openness to the country and to Arab relations which his convulsion predecessors 
were not able to achieve and to ensure. In the field of international relations, 
the treaty he concluded with the Soviet Union did not deprive him of the title of a 
most brilliant ruler, who took independent political action amidst international 








policies, and a ruler who adheres most closely to an allied international policy 
when it is in hie intereste to be ao allied, The fact that he ie the head of state 
of the foremost country in the Steadfastneses and Resieatance Front did not keep hin 
from acting a8 though thie front were the real vehicle for Arab policies in general 
and for conservative Arab policies in particular, We maintained his relations with 
those with whom Syria had no problems, and he waged a successful war against lerael 
in 1973 after the administration that was in power before him had threatened to 
liberate Palestine in 48 hours. Thus, he appeared to be more realistic and more 
capable of carrying out actions. 


The other revisioniat ie President Saddam Husayn who practiced the art of holding 
the reigne of power and the art of focusing on hie role ae 4 man of estate under 
circumatances that were most difficult. Thies was contrary to what wae practiced 
by the Ba'th party's firet leap into power in Iraq when the name of ‘Ali Salih 
al-Sa'di was the most prominent name. We marked the period during which he was in 
power with extemiem and adventuriem. 


Progressive Solidarity 


On the Arab ecene the Iraqi president painstakingly practiced [the teachings of] a 
partisan echool that preferred Arab solidarity, even if it were reactionary, to 
unilateral decisions, even if the decisions were revolutionary. We believed that 
solidarity was an advanced political atate that could yield an advanced political 
position, whereas unilateral revolution was Limited by what it proclaimed in its 
first moments, and the purport of these proclamations lacked the ability to attract 
the Arabs. 


Om the international scene President Husayn tried to preserve the independence of 
his country to the extent that he gained the hostility of the two superpowers whose 
hostility to Iran did not win Iraq any support from eithe. of them in the Iraqi- 
Iranian war because of the international conviction that Iraq's independence was 
more than the superpowers could tolerate in their relations with it. 


The third revisionist came at a time that was close to that of the first and the 
second. He was the late Algerian president. Houari Boumediene. He was also their 
colleague by virtue of the fact that he came to power to correct the course of the 
Algerian revolution, which according to the international notion of politics was 
convulsive. Ahmed Ben Bella had the appearance of being a man of impossible dreams 
to those who viewed him from a distance more so than to those who saw him at close 
range. Beside him there was a group of extremist Trotskyite leftists with whom the 
left was fed up, even more so than the right. When Boumediene took over power, 

he appeared to be the man of power in the midet of thie romantic revolution. He 
closed Algeria's doors and devoted himself to domestic development and the 
implementation of a gradual economic and political open-door policy towards the 
Arab nations and the capitals of the world. 


Can Preside’ Anwar al-Sadat, who came to power in the early 70's be called a 
revisionist, even though we call him a revisionist in his own way and according to 
his own undersi nding and his own perspective? Al-Sadat succeeded ‘Abd-al-Nasir 

in leading the revolution, and he turned it towards everything he had secretly held 
against the l.«t Egyptian president. He was bent on fighting the Weet and Israel 
with the forces vu: a Third World that had not yet reached the degree of technical 
ability to waee full-scale wars, even if he found himself compelled to embark on the 
October war so he can say that the keys to the solution were in the hands of the 
United States and so he can assume the description of a fighting president in 
addition to that of a “faithful” president in signing separate agreements with 
Iereel. These agreements failed to attract any of the Arabs. 





On the Arab scene Egypt lost ite leading role as soon as President al-Sadat came 
to power, On the international scene, the Egyptian president began “to preach" 
againet Soviet athetem in the Arab world and in all the world whenever he had a 
chance, 


President al-Sadat's two closest neighbors are Col Mu‘ ammar al-Qadhdhafi in Libya 
and Col Ja'far Numayri in Sudan. They are among the rulers of the 70's, Each one 
of them bel. e8 ae though he were a peerless ruler, so comfortable in his reign 
that he can find time to establish hie own image not a6 4 ruler, but rather ae a 
theoretician and a man of novel, revolutionary ideas. [They try to promote these 
images of themselves) through the books they wrote, among which are al-Qadhdhafi's 
"The Green Book." 


The Libyan president has been tryiig for a long time to play an Arab role beyond 
Libya and ite geographic dimensions ae well as ite objective capabilities. He has 
recenily announced hie lack of faith in Arab politics, and he has turned towards 
Afiteca. Now that his troops have achieved a victory in Chad, he will become more 
convinced of the effectiveness of his role in that area and, consequently, he will 
focus on it further. 


Sudan's president, Ja'far Numayri ushered in a political and an economic Arab age, 
and it was said [then] that Sudan would be the breadbasket of the Arabs. He con- 
cluded the decade of the 70's as a hesitant Egyptian. 


Although King Khalid and his heir, Crown Prince Fahd cannot be considered as con- 
stituting 4 @ovement to correct the policies of King Paysa), there is no doubt that 
King Khalid has pureued a different course from that of King Payeal. He introduced 
“the world” into Saudi Arabia vigorously, and he established an open-door policy 
towards the world that almost became the principal slogan of the frenzied religious 
distrubances, especially in the well-known incident of the Holy Mosque. 


Having been senior partners in the government the fraternal 4l-Sudayri princes-- 
that is, the ' othere Pahd, and among them are the crown prince, the minister of 
interior, the prince of Riyadh, the prince of Mecca and the minister of defense-- 
became the principal rulers of Saudi Arabia. 


The constant figures are, first, Husayn in Jordan; second, al-Hasan in Morocc >; 
third, Jabir al<Ahmad in Kuwait; fourth, Yasir ‘Arafat in the liberation organi- 
zation; and firet and foremost, Habib Bourguiba. Those are almost the only Arab 
rulers who came to power before the decade of the 70's and remained in power 
through considerable internal shakeups. Nevertheless, each one of them entered the 
70's as though he were beginning a new term in office. 


Husayn, the chief of Arab rulers, began the 70's with the Black September massacre. 
Shortly thereafter, his regime lost its gloom in the eyes of the Arabs. Husayn 

is the hero of the Amman Summit, and at the same time, he is not totally rejected 
by the PLO. 


He embarked upon the 70's as though he were a new ruler of a new Jordan. He 
maintained an open-door policy to everyone including the Soviet Union, after he had 
been considered one of those whose support for Western policy was excessive. He 
declined to join Egypt in the Camp David Accords after recognizing the liberation 
organization as the legitimate and the only representative of the Palestinian people 
at the Rabat Summit in 1974. 
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hecause of the September massacre the Jordanian monarch remained the Arab leader 

who was the most remote from Arab politica on the Arab acene until President Hafiz 
al-Assad assumed the responsibility of opening Arab doora to lim after the October 
War. In doing so al-Asad was relying on Syria's favor with the Palestinians. 

HWusayr continued this policy with Syria to a point that approached a merger, but 
then he pulled back to the extent that he t# being accused in Damascus of organising 
the Muslim Brothers who are advocating the overthrow of the Syrian regime. 


King Hasan II scored victories over two military coups that came very close to 

taking over the government early in the 70's. Afterwards, he established an 
open=door policy, and he made Morocco one of the Arab countries with a better 
reputation with regard to the democratic climate that began to flourish there. He 
fought two ware: the firet war wae in south Syria againet Terael; and the second 
wae in the Sahara, where he is going one step beyond all the national and progressive 
parties in hie country and calling for the unity of Moroccan soil. 


After being accused of taking part in the preparations for the Reyptian president's 
visit to Jerusalem by contacting Jewish leaders of the world, he was kept away from 
Arab activity after al-Rabat had become the capital of the collective Arab decision 
on the liberation organization. So the Moroccan monarch devoted himself to the war 
he was fighting for the Sahara, one time with Mauritania, another time with Libya 
and alwaye with Algeria. 


The advent of Jabir al-Ahmad to power wae a natural progression for the purpose of 
setting himself up as Kuwait's strong man. [This progression had begun) ever since 
he had been Kuwait's minister of finance. Before that he was responsible for the 
oil-rich al-Abmadi region. Jabir al-Ahmad took over power as effortlessly as one 
would take a ripe fruit that falle off a tree. 


However, Kuwait, which ushered in the decade of the 70's with an open-door policy 
towards the world that went as far as exchanging of diplomatic representation with 
the Soviet Union and which maintained its role as Arab mediator for years, began 
to speak up before the Amman Summit as a principal member of the oil cartel to 
oppose the ecreams of “the water and blood countries." This is a reference to the 
Syrian minister of foreign affairs, ‘Abd-al—Halim Khaddan. 


Where Ie ‘Arafat? 


Can Mr Yasir ‘Arafat, who emerged from the September massacre early in the seventies, 
be classified among the rulers of this decade? 


The French minister of foreign affairs, Jean Francois-Poncet addressed ‘Arafat as 
Mr President when he met him in (al-Sunubar) [Pine] Palace, the residence of the 
French ambassador in Beirut. In 1974 in a speech he delivered in front of the 
Chamber of Deputies, President Sham'un called him, [our] brother, the president. 
Whether Mr ‘Arafat likes thie title or not, the Arab rulers do consider him a 
president. They see him as one of [their group] in so far as he represents the 
Palestinian people. Mr ‘Arafat who learned unforgettable lessons in Arab policy and 
international relatiors from the September massacre seems stronger than he was when 
his term was extended in 1970. Last year he became general commander of the storm 
troops. He had been general commander of the forces of the Palestinian Revolution 
and chairman of the Executive Committee of the liberation organization. 
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Mr ‘Arafat aleo learned leasone from the Lebanese war that made him more knowl-~ 
edgeable, even though the Lebanese people are accusing him of acquiring this 
knowledge at their expense, 


But thie does not mean that Mr ‘Arafat ie ae satisfied as he wants to be. 


It ie true that Yasir ‘Arafat does not have Palestinian problema and that among the 
Arab rulers he is the one who has the least problems with hie people. No one is 
challenging hie representation; nor does he fear a coup from the rightiete or from 
the leftiete But taternational circumatances are not quite favorable for the 
president o! the liberation organization, and Camp David as well as the Jordanian 
option are imminent dangers. The new U.S. administration under Ronald Reagan is 
‘ecoming more vicious tn its position on the Palestinians, and the [raqi-Iranian 
war ia diminishing the urgency of the cause in the ‘nternational arena. 


The situation in Lebanon ia not reassuring whether th deterrent forces stay or 
leave. The Lebanese Front still considers ite raison d'etre and the reasona for ite 
actions to be getting rid of the Palestinians. At the same time Weatern Europe 
appears incapable of firmly establiehing its recognition of the liberation 
organization. 


Had not Habib Bourguiba earned his leadership and his presidency from the lofty 
positions he assumed during hie life, he would have earned [those titles) when he 
stood in front of the assembled Arab kings and heads of state in Tunisia and said, 
"You have all come back to my Palestinian policy for which you had all fought me." 
Had he not assumed any other position in his life, this would have been sufficient 
evidence of the pure success that has always been the ally of the leader who ruled 
Tunisia as 4 young man, as an aging man, as en old man and as a sick man. He is 
still ruling Tunisia. 


Although Bourguiba's Palestinian policy has prevailed in the Arab world, Tunisia 
experienced a political jolt from whose effects it is still reeling. Minister 
Ahmed Ben Salah was imprisoned after it seemed as though he were the actual ruler 
of Tunisia because he was minister of six ministries and because of his extremist 
socialist econom’> theories. Ben Salah's escape from prison to Algeria a few years 
ago has not r. wved his name from every attempt that is made to create a cohesive 
national unity in Tunista's domestic policy. 


But if the decade of the 70's was the decade of flexibility and moderation, what 
will be the feature of the decade of the 80's? 


As a matter of principal, the politics [of the region] is likely to undergo change, 
but these changes will be made by the rulers for all seasons. With a few exceptions 
the present Arab rulers can be considered to be more inclined towards flexibility 
and sometimes settlement with the forces that until yesterday had been rejected by 
their predecessors. The “nay” has been dropped, and a conditional “yea” is being 
said in more than one Arab country. One time the conditions are spelled out in the 
name of circumstances; other times in the name of wisdom and still other times in 
the name of the logic of military defeats. If revisionism was the radiant aspect 
of the decade of the 70's leaning towards settlement on the international scene is 
another aspect whose preises are not being sung by all the Arabs. Neverthe'ess, 
the negative outcome of 10 years of moderation and flexibility are clear, and a 
change towards confrontation is inevitable. 


Doubts about the results of moderation are clear. The S$ 

° yrian-Se fet treat 
first indication. The Iraqi-Iranian war is the second. The fact that y— Syn, 
keeping itself at arm's length from the U.S. administration's recommendation that 


it substitute for the Palestinians is the third indication Ot 
become evident during the decade of the 80's. her indications will 
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INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 





KUVAITI INVESTMENT PROJECTS IN YAR TO BE INAUGURATED 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 12 Jan 81 p 15 
[Article: "Inauguration of Kuwaiti Projects in Yemen") 


{Text) Kuwaiti Real Estate Investment Group sources said yesterday that on 17 
January the San'a' Sheraton Hotel in the Yemen Arab Republic will be inaugurated. 
Two residential complexes will also be inaugurated at the same time. 


These sources added that the hotel is owned by the Arab Hotel Company, whose 
board chairman is Ahmad ‘Ali al-Du'ayj. This is one of the companies which the 
investment group established in the YAR with joint capital from the State of 
Kuwait, the Kuwaiti private sector, and the YAR government. 


These sources say that the hotel to be opened is a first-class, five-star hotel 
with 300 rooms equipped with all modern conveniences. It aiso has a hall for 
international conferences equipped with instantaneous translation equipment in 
four languages. 


These sources said that two residential complexes will also be inaugurated. The 
first has 100 first-class flats with all service utilities, a swimming pool, and 
a central market, and the second consists of 83 first-class villas, some of which 
are already occupied. 


The projects to be inaugurated in June 1981 in San'a' include an administrative 
and commercial center composed of six buildings covering 16,000 square meters, 
designed for offices, companies and banks. 


These sources added that 150 Kuwaiti and Arab financiers and businessmen have 
been invited to attend the opening of the San‘a’ Sheraton, and to inspect the 
Kuwaiti Real Estate Investment Group's projects in the YAR. 





The chairman of the board of the investment group and Arab Hotel Company Board 
Chairman ‘Ali al-Du'ayj have invited Kuwaiti Finance Minister ‘Abd-al-Rahman Salim 
al-‘'Atiqi to attend the hotel's opening. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SAHARAN REPRESENTATIVES DEPART ALGIERS--Algiers, 21 Feb (APS)--The foreign ministers 
of Mauritania, Niger, Mali, Chad, and the secretary of the Popular Committee of 
External Relations Bureau of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, left Algiers after par- 
ticipating in the works of the Saharan States Conference held in Algiers from 17 

to 19 of February. The Malian head of diplomacy said three objectives have been 
achieved: (concentration) which is a solid basis for our young generation, and 

as concerns the problems of the region a brotherly dialogue has been restored. 
{Text} [L"211420 Algiers APS in English 1126 GMT 21 Feb 81) 


SAHARAN COMMUNIQUE CLAIMS VICTORIES--S.A.D.R. (Liberated Territories), 22 Feb 
(APS)--The Sahraui Peoples’ Liberation Army (ALPS) flattened, on 15, 17 and 19 
of February, the localities of Bir Nzaran, El Ouj, Razwia and Aouinet el Halfa, 
indicates a communique of the Sahraui Information Ministry. These flattenings 
have caused substantial human and material losses among the occupying Moroccan 
troops, the communique adds. [Text] [LD221626 Algiers APS in English 1430 GMT 
22 Feb 81) 


CSO: 4420 
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AFGHANISTAN 


EXCERPTS FROM 'TIMES' REPORTER'S TALKS WITH KARMAL 

Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 11 Feb 81 p 1 

[Article by V. P. Vaidik)} 

[Text] New Delhi, February 10, 

Mr. Babrak Karmal, Prime minister of Afghanistan, has said that if the neighbouring 
countries, and other powers, who are supporting the rebels, give Kabul a guaran- 


tee of non-interference, it will be able to hold free and fair elections within 
two or three months. He gave this assurance in a series of talks with me. 


I had three long sessions with Mr. Karmal lasting for almost seven hours during a 
recent visit to Kabul. I had an opportunity to exchange views with the other 
prominent PDPA leaders. I was also permitted to visit the Pule-e-Charkhi jail 
where I met several former ministers of Mr. Hafizullah Amin, including Mr. Shah 
Wali and Mr. Ghorbandi. 


Here are some portions of my conversations with Mr. Karmal: 

Q: When c» you think the Soviet troops will be withdrawn from Afghanistan? 
A: As soon as outside military inferference in our internal affairs stops. 
One-party Rule 


Q: The Afghans living in Afghanistan and abroad think that if che rebel activities 
slow down, you will try to impose a one-party communist rule in Aighanistan. 


A: Who are we to impose any kind of rule on the Afghan people? You know how 
independent and proud they are. They will be free to choose a government of their 


liking. 
0: Even a non-communist government? 


A: Why not? Even our present revolution is not a socialist one. It is a national 
democratic revolution. We are not imposing our views on the people. 


Q: But all the newspapers and news media are controlled by the government. There 
is no opposition press in Afghanistan? 
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A: It de true but you should not forget the compuletons of the present revolu- 
tionary situation, Once peace ie restored, you will see all kinds of newspapers 
flourishing in Afghanistan, We have already guaranteed the freedom of expression 
in our fundamental law. 


Q: What about the political parties? Can you really guarantee the freedom of 
expression wichout a multi-party system? 


A: I must be very frank with you. We will never recognise those so-called parties 
which are operating from outside Afghanistan. They are bands of mercenaries. 

They are not Afghan parties, They are foreign parties. How can be recognise 
foreign parties as Afghan parties? 


Q: But Mr. Prime Ministers, you know that several well-meaning and enlightened 
citizens in your country are functioning as political groups. Why don't you 
recognise them and let them fight elections againet your party, if you ever hold 
free elections? 


A: Yes. I don't mind. I will be more than happy if they form political parties. 
I will welcome the possibilities of emergence of nation-wide political parties and 
political leadership. 


As you know, we have already launched the fatherland front. Anybody can join it. 
Even those who are not in agreement with all our principles, are joining this 
front. 


Q: How many months do you think you will take to hold elections? 
A: Not more than two months. 


Q: Our experience in India is that it takes a least six months to prepare for a 
poll. 


A: I feel, it won't take us more than two to three months to arrange elections. 
Q: How would you ensure that the eiections are free and fair? 


A: You should have faith in my words, Birader (brother). We are trying our best 
to give a humane government. We are not killing anybody, except in the battlefield. 
You have yourself seen me working among the people of Afghanistan and fighting for 
their rights for many years. 


Q: Yes, I have known you and I know you have good intentions. But in the sphere 
of state policy, how far can personal intentions be relevant? 


A: It is not something personal. We have guarenteed human rights in the funda- 
mental law. Our comrades and the party sincerely believe in this approach. More- 
over, international observers can be invited to see for themselves whether the 
elections are free and fair. 


CSO: 4220 


16 








AFGHANISTAN 





SCLENCE ACADEMLES SIGN COOPERATION PROTOCOL 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 11 Feb 81 p 1 


{Text ] 





KABUL, Feb. 11, (Bak- 
htar).— At the end of the 
visit to Atghanistan by 
the delegation of the Sov- 
iet Academy of Sciences, 
led by Mohammad Asimi, 
President of Academy ot 
Sciences of Tajikistan and 
member of the Soviet Ac- 
ademy of Sciences, a pro- 
tocol was concluded in 
Kabul yesterday between 
the Soviet Academy of Sc- 
iences and Academy of Se- 
iences of the Democratic 
Republic of Afghanistan 


The protocol was signed 
and the documents were 
exchanged for Afghanist- 
an by Suleiman Laiq, al- 
ternate member of PDPA 
CC, member of RC and 
President of Academy of 
Sciences of Afghanistan 
and fo: the Soviet Union 
by Mohammad Asimi, he- 
ad of the dele, stion —_ of 
the Academy of Sciences 
of that country. 


Under the protocol, se- 
holars of the two countr- 
ies will cooperate in var- 
ious fields of science. The 
protocol will also provide 
for internship for the Af- 
ghan graduates in various 
fields in the USSR and tr- 
airing of Afghan laboran- 
ts to work in the laborato- 


ries of the Natural Scien- 
ces Center of the Acade- 
my of Sciences of Afgha- 
nistan. 


Similarly, on the basis 
of the protocol, the Acad- 
emy of Sciences of Afgh- 
anistan and that of _ the 
Soviet Union will also co- 
operate in other research 
and technical fields and 
exchange of books. 
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COTTON, FERTILIZER SOLD TO USSR 


Kabul KABUL NEW TLMES in English 19 Feb 81 p 3 


‘Text | 


CSO: 


Ats. 14 million and $470. 
000 worth of chemical fer- 
tiliser and yinned — cotton 
will be exported to the So- 
viet Union, 


Dipl Eng Mohammad 
Ghulam Rahimi, deputy 
minister of industries, Mi- 
nictry of Mines and Ind- 
dustries, talking to the re- 
porter of the Kabul New 
Times on sale of 40,000 tons 
chemical _ fertiliser and 
3,500 tons ginned = cotion 
to Soviet Union added. 


Und the contract sign- 
ed with the Soviet comm- 
ercial authorities. 40,000 
tons urea” fertiliser, each 
ton for $185, will be sold 
to the Sovist Union. FOB 
Hairatan, from where it will 
be delivered to the Soviet 
sikle 


It ought to be noted that 
there has becn an increase 
of $45 in the price of each 
ton of urea fertiliser to 
be exported to the Soviet 
Union, compared to 1980. 
card Eng. Rahimi. 

As far the sale of 3,500 
tons ginned cotton the pr- 
ice varies on the bacis of 
sortments and  characteris- 
tics of each sortment in 
view of fibre, colour, moie- 
ture, resistunce etc. How- 
ever. the cotton which mect 
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the above quality require. 
ments will be sold for $2060 
per metric ton. 


The delivery of chemic- 


al fertiliser from Chemical. 
and Thermo-power plants 
of Mazare Sharif has al- 
ready begun via  Hairatan 
port and 40,000 tons of ur- 
ea fertiliser is scheduled to 
be delivered to the Soviet 
side during the 1981. 


Similarly, the export of 
ginned cotton from the gin 
and press plant of Balkh 
will begin as of the date 
the contract is signed and 
the delivery of the same 
will ‘tbe completed in six 
months, noted Eng  Ra- 
himi. Under the contract 
the ginned cotton will al- 
so be delivered to the So- 
viet side at Hairatan port. 


The annual production 
capacity of Chemical and 
Thermo-Power plants of 
Mazarie Sharif is 105 tons 
urea fertiliser and as_ it 
planned the plants will pr- 
oduce a total of 105 tons 
chemical fertiliser during 
next Afghan year, of wh- 
ich 40,000 tons is surplus 
and will be exported. 

The super-phosphate fer⸗ 
tiliser is imported which is 
different from that of urea 
fertiliser. 
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As mentioned earlier the 
3,500 tons ginned = cotton 
purchased from the cotton 
growers in Faryab, Saman- 
gan, Balkh and Jauzjan 
provinces, are processed 
at the Balkh Gin and Press 
Plant. 


Eng. Rahimi highly ass 
essed the economic impor- 
tance of the two contracts 
with the Soviet Union. He 
said the tw6 contracts will 
fetch $14,470,000 which is 
a considerbale amount as 
far as the balance of pay- 
ments of the two countries 
is concerned. 


He said as the trade of 
Afghanistan with Soviet 
Union and other — socialists 
countries is based on bar- 
ter system, the sale proce. 
eds in hard currency will 
be in the form of clearing 
dollar and will be balanced 
through exchange of goods. 

















ALGERIA STILL LACKS HARD PLANS 


London 8 DAYS in English 7 Feb 81 pp 40-41 


[Article by Mary Gearhart] 


[Text ] 


SS A EE 
Algeria's diplomatic skills are 
receiving international acclaim, 
but its handling of important 
domestic economic issues is less 
sure, says MARY GEARHART. 





ALGERIA HAS staged a diplomatic coup 
with its successful negotiations for the 
release of the US hostages in Iran. It may 
now be called upon to carry out a similar 
mediating role between Iran and Iraq, 
whose inconclusive border war is now in its 
fifth month. 

Unfortunately, this new sureness is less 
apparent in domestic affairs. The country is 
still bound up in a web of contradictions. 
Major economic changes have been 
announced, but on the whole they have not 
been acted upon and many are still on the 
drawing board. Algeria has been badly hit 
by the devastating El Asnam earthquake in 
October and then by severe storms, but 
these have served more as excuses for the 
continuing delays in implementing projects 
than as explanations. 

Algeria's leaders have devoted much 
rhetoric to the need to lessen dependence 
on hydrocarbon revenues to fuel their 
ambitious economic programme. The 
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stated aim of the National Liberation Front 
has been to keep non-renewable 
hydrocarbon resources in the ground for the 
benefit of future generations, to decrease 
dependence on the West and to develop 
other sectors of the economy, notably 
industry, to provide state revenues. 

But the practice is somewhat otherwise. 
A close scrutiny of the 1981 Finance Law 
shows that state expenses are being 
financed by oil revenues to an 
ever-increasing extent. In 1979, oil receipts 
accounted for just over 53 per cent of total 
revenues, but last year oil worth Algerian 
dinars 46.2bn ($12bn) represented over 67 
per cent of revenues. Although the 
government is aware of this unhealthy 
development, it has been so far unable to 
put an end to it. ; 

Algeria is also using a greater proportion 
of hydrocarbon revenues to meet the 
requirements of its rapidly growing 
population. In 1979, the country imported 
$2.3bn worth of foodstuffs; this alone 
accounts for over a third of hydrocarbon 
revenues. Agricultural production — 
sluggish at best — is simply not keeping up 
with one of the highest population increases 
in the world (3.2 per cent). It is hoped that 
big increases in agricultural investment over 
the next five years will boost production 
but, given the population explosion and the 
notoriously long time agricultural 
improvements take, the country is likely to 
be a net food importer for some years to 
come. 

Credits for heavy industry have fallen by 








3 per cent in this year's budget, in line with 
the government's policy of encouraging 
more labour intensive import substitution 
and consumer industries. But progress in 
inese areas has so far been disappointing. 


_ All industry suffers from a lack of skilled 


manpower and low productivity, New 
contracts in the manufacturing sector have 
dropped off as the government has not yet 
determined priorities for the new 
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development plan. 
Several years have been devoted to 
what the thrust of the new 
(1980-1984) plan should be. ‘* was to have 
been presented in 1978, but was delayed by 
President Boumedienne’s death. After two 
more years of ‘pause and reflection’ while 
the country argued interminably about its 
future ‘irection, the 500-page pian 


document was produced last summer, 

Disappointingly, and despite its length, 
the document provides only a very rough 
guide to the way the country will develop 
over the next few years. Part of the problem 
is that cach chapter was written by a 
different ministry official, so there are 
considerable differences in approach and 
little cohesion. The opague style makes it 
72 difficult to follow. 

main shoricoming, however, is that 

no detailed breakdown of projects is 
available. Thus, while the plan states that 
AD155bn ($40bn) are to be invested in 
industiy, it does not specify the particulars. 
While many past mistakes are enumerated 
— overmanning, lack of incentives, poor 
plant location — the way to achieve greater 
efficiency is not established, although the 
document states the need for better training 
and a gre.ter role for private enterprise. 

On the other hand, and consistent with 
the new spirit of self-criticism, the plan 
admits to shortcomings in agriculture and 
irrigation and the long-term efforts needed 
to improve them. But, in addition to leaving 
out the kind of detail which would make it a 
valuable re instrument, the 
document similarly omits key 
macroeconomic data. The size of the 
foreign debt, debt servicing ratio, the role of 
exchange control and the effects of the 
exchange rate are not described and 


Certainly the appearance of the new plan 
is a sign that action is on the way, but the 
question remains as to when. 


CSO: 4420 
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AYATOLLAH SHIRAZI DISCUSSES LIMITS TO CLERICAL RULE 
Hamburg DER SPIWGEL in German 16 Feb 81 pp 139-140 


Pepin article: "'We Harm the Revolution Through Silence! — Mashad's 
atoliah Shirasi on the Situation in Iran" 


[Text] A power struggle among Iran's secular leaders; differences 
of opinion among the epiritual elite as well, In both spheres 
Islamic extremists — Khomeyni first and foremost — are pitted 
against moderates who are seeking a syathesis between Islam and 
progress, Among them is Ayatollah Shirazi of Mashad, one of Shiite 
Islam's six leading clerics ("grand ayatollahs"), He thinks 
prayer is of no use by itself; one must also acquire the knowledge 
of modern times, Shirazi condemns the hunger for power on the 
part of radicale as well as former chief judge Khalkhali; he in- 
tends to support President Bani-Sadr, The ayatollah shared his 
concerns vith a Western visitor: 


Course of the Imam, Invoked by Khomeyni and All Iranian Political Figures: 


The course of the imam is that of the Prophet Mohammad, of Ali (the prophet's 
gon-in-law); it is that of the imams, of Islam, of the Koran, that of Allah, It 
is the course that is against oppression, against rebellion toward God, against a 
reconciliation with the oppressors, This is the course of the iman, 


It is not true that the imam has a new course, I regret that men interpret this 
course, We basically do not object that people invoke the course of the imam, but 
ve gust also esphasize that there are those who desire to use it as a weapon or a 
shield against attacks, as a mare for others, for their personal gain, To this 
end they repeatedly stress the course of the isan, 


Except for a tew who are illiterate, conspirators or misguided, all 36 million 
Iranians follow the course of the imam, Thus, the emphasis and exaggerated sensi- 
tivity on this point is only conditioned by the personal interests of a few — 
unfortunately. 


On Iran's System of Leadership: 


We believe in supreme leadership by Grand Ayatollah Khomeyni, with the other grand 
ayatollshs ranking just below him, We believe that political decisions must be 
arrived at vie correct channels, 


21 





in this regard, hovever, some people are trying in various ways to mtain pover for 
themselves, They desire to monopolise pover, and in their hunger for pover they 
cannot see that it can also be in the hands of others, 


The president aust be able to take full advantage of hie possibilities and be able 
to discharge his * this aleo applies to the government, the parliament and the 
Supreme Lege. Council, 


On the Constitution, According to Which the Velayat-e Faqih == the Suprem Clerical 
Authority — Should Also Be the Supreme State Authority: 


1, Grand Ayatollah Shirazi, accepted the constitution, t.. on condition that addi- 
tions be made, In a declaration I called upon the people to epprove it on condi- 
tion that the constitution later be emended, 


The constitution certainly shove deficiencies on some points and does not conform on 
all pointe to Ielamic principles: on the question of property, on the Wali Fakih, 
the curtailment of wealth, the organisation of the legal aystem, in connection with 
the Supreme Legal Council, 


All of these are probleme thet aust be examined anev in a supplement, We do indeed 
accept the fact that today's constitution is one of the best, that it comes the 
closest to Lalamic principles; but it has faulte, 


We agree with the provisions enn Wali Fakih, but only within a limited 
framevork, Grand Ayatollah Khomeyni lis the conditions, but if one believes 
that the Fakih can change Islamic principles, that is indeed a very sensitive issue, 


On the Political Role of the Mahdab, the Islamic Discipline: 


There are people from the Islamic Republican Party (IRP) — we have no use for this 
party — who e » valling for supremacy for their discipline, 


Speaking from the Islamic position, we — I, Grand Ayatollah Shirazi, and other 
grand ayatollahs — and I say this very epphatically — do not look positively on 
any party. None; not the IRP or any other party. 


People vho operate within a party are constrained for the sake of power to keep to 
a new vatchvord every day. One day as supporters of the course of the imam; 
another as militant clergy. One day as involved clergymen avare of their responsi- 
bilities; the next day involved with the Islamic discipline 's slogan against 
specialization, 


But when has Islam ever taken a position against specialization? The Prophet 
commands: Gain knowledge, even if it be found in China, 


When the Prophet spoke such vords 1400 years ago, do you suppose he meant that one 
could gain knowledge of I[slem in China? Of course notj He of course meant the 
knovledge of that particular time — in other words, knowledge that today ve call 
specialization, 














oe = has lalam fought against apecialisation? lalam desires specialise 
tion 


Those vho call specialisation an American course are themselves on an American 
course — and on an anti-Islamic and antirevolutionary course as well, 


They intend to destroy the president's pover, We do not wiah to declare ‘hat the 
president enjoys ovr absolute support, but when he and geome intellectuals raise the 
point of specialisation and get behind it, there is gome justification, We vant 
specialisation, bul of course a kind that is not in contradiction with Islam, The 
other side says: discipline — meaning that a person abides by Islamic principles, 


I say this with firm resolve, speaking as the Grand Ayatollah Shirasi and for other 
grand ayatollaha, We believe in specialisation but alao in the discipline; there 
must be both, There is no value to us in belonging to the discipline without 
apecialisation, for that only means sitting in the mocques and praying. On the 
other hand, there is also no value in specialisation without Islan, 


On the Revolutionary Chaoa: 


We know that we have serious problems, deficiencies that are economic, political 
and cultural in navure, Some of them originated with the time of the revolution and 
the period thereafter, This is true of any profound revolution, 


Some of the problems — Like the var with Iraq — come from the superpovers, We 
know that the United States and the Soviet Union together vish to crush the revolu- 
tion, In our eyes the harm being done by the Soviet Union is no less than that 
being inflicted by the United States, On the contrary, it is greater, 


But some of the difficulties can also be attributed to the fact that not all these 
vho hold positions of responsibility in this country come equipped with qualifica- 
tions and aptitudes, We hope to be able to make fundamental changes once the var 
is over, 


Many suggestions have been made, and criticiaens and protests have been mounted, 

The programs of the organs that are now functioning as revolutionary organs within 
the country are 60 or 70 percent in opposition to Islamic principles, in opposition 
to the original objective: of the revolution, in opposition to the ideas of Ayatol- 
lah Khomeyni, Ayatollah Shirazi and the other grand ayatollahs, This is true of 
the Organization for State Development, the revolutionary courts, committees and the 
Foundation for the Oppressed — of all organs in general, 


Mheik Zadik Khalkhali has hurt Islam and the mvolution, has benefited them virtually 
no*. at all, If he has helped them by 10 percent, he has harmed than by 90 percent, 


That is also true of his enforcement organs, the Pasdarans, One could say that the 
Pasdarans have dealt blovs to Islam and the gwvolution in the name of Islam and the 
revolution, And in the name of defending the underprivileged and the people, they 
have trampled on the rights of the underprivileged, 
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On the U.5, Hostages 


Well, the hostage-taking brought us intangible advantages, It proved that a nation 
whieh had been under American influence for 55 years could curb America vith ite 


bare hands, that it could deal spiritual and political blovae to the United States, 


But I have t\. say that ve have received nothing of essence in teras of our economic 
demands, When (Minister of State) Nabavi says we have gotten everything, he ie 
lying. 


We ahall speak our gind — and veay vigorously, too — if those in positions of 
responsibility come here, We shall algo express our opinion through messages to 
the imam in Tehran, either verbally or in vriting, 


Only in the watter of the war ahall ve wait for a more favorable opportunity to take 
a public position, This, too, is for the sake of preserving the revolution, 


This is our opinion: The revolution will suffer harm if ve remain silent, not if ve 
apeak out, 
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TRANLAN ACADEMIC IN FRANCE DISCUSSES IRAN'S FUTURE 
Paris LE MONDE in French 12 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by Farhad Rad-Serecht, an Iranian university student living in France-- 
passages enclosed in slantlines printed in italics) 


[Text] Two yeare after the overthrow of the monarchy, the stability of the 
Iranian revolutionary regime is still far from being assured. A fierce power 
atruggle ie being waged in Tehran by the different components of the Khomeyni 
movement. Western analyste too often reduce these antagoniems to a simple 
opposition between “moderate” factions and radical or "fundamentalist" factions. 
That interpretation is not entirely satisfying, for it does not explain the 
fundamental causes of the divergences and the irreconcilable nature of the 
political programs. In fact, the present political rivalries cannot be dissociated 
from the Iranian socio-economic context and from the course taken by the February 
revolution. 


The Iranian revolution was the result of a triple alliance between the bourgeois 
of the Bazaar, the middle classes, and the urban subproletariat. But this 
alliance was essentially of a tactical nature, the various interests being 
radically different and their objectives irreconcilable. 


The bourgeois of the Bazaar, who had profited greatly from the economic boom, 
nevertheless felt itself threatened by competition from a shady group of business 
middlemen closely linked to the monarchy. These intermediaries gradually took 
control of the import-export trade--the traditional source of profit for the 

big merchante--and set up a modern distribution system that threatened to bankrupt 
and proletarianize the emall merchant bourgeoisie, which is numerically quite 
important in the cities. 


The cbjective of the Bazaar, which financed the revolution, was thus to eliminate 
that parasitical “bourgeoisie” and to get political power in order to manage the 
oil revenues for their own profit. 


The middle classes no doubt experienced considerable progress and continuous 

improvement starting in the early 60's. However, beginning in 1973, those middle 
strata will be the principal victims of inflation, which erodes their purchasing 
power, and also of the sharp housing crisis which threatens their ability to come 
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into property. To those facts must be added a growing feeling of frustration 
resulting from their lack of participation in political power, 


These social categories--from whence iesued the intelligentsla--are basically 
demanding a democratization of political life, mre equitable distribution of 
income, struggle against corruption among high officiale of the regime, and 
respect for che fundamental freedoms, 


Finally, the accelerated decline of agriculture brings a massive exodus to the 
urban centers, and in particular to Tehran. These "outcasts" plant themselves on 
the outekirte of the cities, and live in extremely precarious circumstances, 

prey to economic insecurity and to cultural and social instability. It must not 
be forgotten that the first movements in violent opposition to the iaperial regime 
will start in the shantytowne of Tehran. 


To these structural causes of discontent must be added starting in 1976 various 
circum stantial factors: in effect, the measures adopted by the state to diminish 
the economic crisis resulting from a decline in o41 revenue heavily penalizing 
those categories [of people] (struggle against inflation which is translated into 
the arrest of several thousand businessmen; freezing of civil service incomes; 
unemployment; constriction of credit). 


What became of this alliance? 


This heterogeneous coalition, with no coherent political program, united only by 
the desire to overthrow the monarchy, would be unable to outlive it. As soon as 
the insurgent movement is victorious, the leftist elements and the intelligentsia 
are cast aside by the clergy and its lay allies who had in the meantime assured 
themselves the political leadership of the revolutionary movement. The blind 
"me-too-ism" of the national front--the heir to the nationalist current and 
liberator of Dr Mossadegh--will no longer pay off, Its leade’s also bear a heavy 
responsibilit . In this connection, it is at the very least surprising that men 
such as Bazargan, Bani Sadr and Gothbzadeh, who endorsed the expulsion of the 
progressive and secular forces, claim today--not without a certain cynicism--to 
guarantee the continuity of the Moseadeghist tradition in the face of the clergy's 
exactions and despotic acts. 


The Bazaar, by contrast, continues to share in power and to support the clergy, 
partly out of fear of an outbreak which would most benefit the left, and partly 

in hopes of recovering nationalized and confiscated wealth, in the management of 
which, moreover, it is closely associated by means of the committees and the 
foundation for the destitute. Also, the absence of any impediments (such as price 
controls, fiscal policy, etc) to the conduct of its commercial activities, and 
transactions in black market currency are reaping a handsome profit. 


However, the situation changes starting in September. The partial nationalization 
of foreign trade, the economic morass (3 to 4 million unemployed; an inflation 
rate of nearly 35 percent), the inability of the clergy to get the economy back 
on its feet (it is functioning at one-third capacity), the war with Iraq, all end 
by displeasing the Bazaar, which henceforth adopts a critical stance toward the 
dominant faction of the Khomeyni movement, 
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The Ousted Forces 


Thue, two yeare after the revolution, the principal forces that brought about the 
success of the revolutionary movement find themselves out of power, 


The clergy (for the first tire in Iran's history) has appropriated power and gets 
ite support from the disadvantaged classes and the small bourgeois, among whom 
are recruited the members of the corps of guardians of the revolution and the 
committees, the principal inetrumente of the repression and regimentation of the 
population. 


Looking ahead from the present situation, one can envisage several types of 
evolution: 1) The clergy consolidates its power and surrounds the machinery of 
the state; a populist regime with fascist tendencies (moral puritaniem) is 
established. Two conditions, however, are necessary for the realization of this 
scenario, namely, the ability of the clergy to get the export economy back on its 
feet--in order to finance the classes from which it draws its support--and the 
possibility of normalizing the external relations of the regime. Conditions which 
would seem difficult to meet, given the advanced state of deterioration of the 
regime; 


2) The army seizes power by virtue of its new legitimacy, acquired by means of the 
conflict with Iraq. It thus places itself as the arbiter in the situation, 
transcending the rivalries of parties and clans, the vector of reconciliation 

and national reconstruction. This alternative could only become a reality if 

the army manages to achieve a decisive victory in the field and ejects the 
guardians of the revolution. However, the absence of a militarist tradition in 
Iran, in contrast to other countries in the region, would necessitate a civilian 
"cover" (possibly an accord with the liberal forces and appeal to a nationalist 
figure); 


3) There remains the establishment of a populist-nationalist regime that could 
emerge from a coalition composed of the liberal forces and the moderate left, 

both secular and religious, The nature of such a regime would be radically 
different from that of the two preceding ones: neutralist in external policy and 
reformist and socializing internally. The geographic conditions of the region, 
the advent of the Republican administration in the United States, the fierce 
opposition of the clergy, and the misgivings and fears of the Bazaar make realiza- 
tion of this democratic alternative highly problematical; 


4) As for the opposition in exile, one should distinguish between the nostalgic 
figures of the old regime (fallen military and political figures, SAVAK types, 
middlemen and shady dealers) who, having no popular base of support are doomed 

to disappear from the political scene, and the survivors from the Khomeyni regime 
who have gone over to the opposition, progressively cut out of the internal 
"front" and relegated to the margins by the acceleration and exacerbation of the 
struggling. Whatever alternative comes to pass, it will be determined by the 
evolution of forces inside the regime. 
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IRAN 


TRANSPORTATION COMMUNICATION FACILITIES BEING IMPROVED 


Tehran-Qom Autobahn 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 13 Dec 80 p 12 


(Text) Thursday morning, which was the anniversary of the birth of the fifth emam 
of the Shiites of the world, the Tehran-Qom autobahn was opened in the presence of 
Eng Kalantari, the minister, and the deputy minister of the Ministry of Roads and 
Transport, representatives of the Islamic Consultative Assembly, and Eng Taher 
Qazvini, former minister of roads and transport. 


Sixty-three kilometers of Tehran-Qom autobahn was completed and added to the exist- 
ing 77 kilometers. This brought the total length of this autobahn to 140 kilometers. 
The Tehran-Qom autobahn is 33 meters wide and has three lanes in each direction, It 
is on a 4 percent grade. 


With respect to the technical specifications of the Tehran-Qom autobahn, Eng 
Eskandar Karimian, technical deputy minister of roads and transport, stated that 
to construct this superhighway a fill of 12 million cubic meters was used, 1.1 
million tons . asphalt were used, and 180 bridges were constructed, of which the 
biggest was the Askarabad Bridge which was built with six 3-meter outlets on uni- 
form prestressed piers and reinforcement bars. 


With regard to the costs of constructing this autobahn, Eng Eskandar Karimian 
stated, "This cost more than 6.3 billion rials, and a large part of the activities 
on it took place after the triumph of the revolution." 


Construction of the Tehran-Qom autobahn began on 6 Mehr 53 [28 September 1974] and 
half of it was put into operation on 20 Azar [11 December]. 


Mohammad Ali Asangari, director general of roadbuilding in the northern section, 
stated in a brief conversation “According to a recommendation by the Ministry of 
Roads and Transport, passenger cars were to pay tolls of 80 rials, minibuses were 

to pay 150 rials, and buses were to pay 200 rials. The Council of Ministers ratified 
this recommendation with minor changes but the ratification decree by the Council of 
Ministers for implementation has not yet been sent to the Ministry of Finance and 
Economic Affairs or the Ministry of Roads and Transport. Assuredly, however, in 

the next 2 or 3 days, the stipulations on the collection of tolls at the entrances 
to the Tehran-Qom autobahn will be put into implementation." 








Eng Asangari then stressed that permiseion to pase on the Tehran-Qom autobahn, as 
on all autobahne, will not be given to trucks, pickups or vanettes, which must 
proceed as before via the Saveh Highway. It is clear that persons who will not 
pay tolle can pase over the paved Qom highway ae before, 


Notes on the Autobahn [nauguration 


Three workers, Nowruz Khalili, a etonecutter, Hosayn Mirzakhani and Haj Aqa Mehdi, 
workers along the route, inaugurated the autobahn, 


At the time of the inauguration of the autobahn, Ministry of Roads employees sudden- 
ly realized that they had not brought scissors along to cut the ribbons in the 
color of the Iranian flag. 


They had no choice but to wander around ‘n search of scissors, until one of the 
general road department officials handed over a knife for cutting the ribbons. 
However, since the television cameras were busy taking films, use of the knife 
for cutting the ribbon was avoided and one of the newsmen, handing over a little 
pair of scissors, solved the problem of the inauguration. 


Harbor Freight Facilities 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 10 Dec 80 p 9 
The total volume of cargo unloaded in the three ports of Bandar Emam 


, Bandar Abbas ami Bushehr, in light of the war imposed on Iran by Iraq, 
was about 1.39 million tons in the past 2 and a half months. During 


activities of the 2 ani a half months of the National Transportation and Dis- 
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the public warehourses, ami the Ministry of Trade." Jamshidi said, "In this 
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"Meanwhile 10,000 tires were sold at below the commerical price to owners of 
trucks who set out for Bandar Enam Khomeyni. 


"In exchange for cargeos, which the drivers did not express enthusiasm to 
transport, tires were sold at one half the commerical price and the charges for 
transportaion of the cargo were also increased. Taking these terms into con- 
sideration, 12,022 trucks fram Tehran were assigned to the three ports, Bandar 
Emam Khomeyni, Bandar Abbas and Bushehr, by the Fuel and Oi] Procurement Office." 





Jamshidi then stated, "Regarding cargoes outside the country, a questionnaire 
was prepared and the merchants specified the volume of cargo at sea, the volume 
of cargo unloaded at foreign ports, the volume of the cargo upon loading at 
foreign ports and the volume of the cargo to be loaded in the future, so that 
the necessary measures could be taken regarding the transport of cargoes toward 
Iran through planning." 


Jamshidi stated, "Up to today, the cargoes unloaded in non-Iranian ports in 
the Persian Gulf are around 300,000 to 350,000 tons, 40 to 50 percent of which 
Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping will transfer to the nation's ports in the 
course of a 2 amd a half month plan." In conclusion, Jamshidi said "Right 
now this responsibility is under the supervision of the Ministry of Roads 

and Transport, but we thank such organizations as the railways, customs, the 
Ports and Shipping Organization, the Ministry of Roads and Transport ami other 
goverrment organizations which helped us with the unloading and loading, es- 
pecially the employees of the Ministry of Commerce and same Ministry of Roads 
employees who stinted no vital aid to this committee. 


"I hope that the Ministry of Roads and Transport will realize success in the 
responsibility which has been assigned to this ministry. To this end, our 
experiences will be at the service of this ministry." 


Telephone Network 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 13 Dec 80 p 9 


t/ In the course of the next 4 months, 90,000 telephone lines will be 
given to people applying for phores throughout the country. 


Dr Mahmud Qandi, minister of post, telephone and telegraph, told PARS NEWS AGENCY 
in the course of announcing this item of news in an exclusive interview, "About 
25,000 of these 90,000 lines will be assigned to telephone applicants in Tehran." 


Dr Qandi then stated, on the subject of expanding the country's telephone re- 
sources, "Since last spring we have been successful in giving more than 40,000 
telephhones to applicants throughout the country, and with the programs which are 
in the course of being carried out, about 90,000 new telephone lines, on which 
95 percent of the technical operations have been campleted, will be assigned 
throughout the country by the third week in April 1981. This is progress which 
in spite of the economic boycott and matters related to the war is extremely 
promising, because these figures show a close to 100 percent increase in commni- 
cations efficiency relative to the approximately 50,000 lines of the preceding 


year. 
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The minister of post, telegraph and telephone then stated, with regard to the 

manner of assigning the 25,000 telephone lines in Tehran: “Through unremitting 
studies by our engineers on the TAX, [or EAX] system which remained uncompleted by the 
Grr [or GTE] company, we have managed to ready about 20,000 lines of this system for 
Operation, and, although tl American GIT company did not place the necessary 
technical information at ~ disposal, our engineers and specialists will 
gruadual ly gucceed in star. .g the operations of installing this telephone sys- 

tem, through careful planning and constant studies and instruction. We hope 

that we will be able to put this system which has remained unused to use andi 
operation without the help of the GIT campany which has left the program in- 
complete and is failing to present the technical information as well, by failing 

to carry out its commitments although it has received more than $200 million." 

Dr Qandi added, "In the Hafez center we recently allocated some lines of these 
half-electronic types of telephones to applicants ami this was done through 

proper technical planning and study on of our specialists in the Communi- 
caticas Campany. We hope that with continued study measures, we will put 

the remainder of these telephones, which number 130, 
about 60,000 lines in the provimes, into operation." Dr Qandi then stated, 


with respect to one government policy in the realm expansion of cammunica- 
tions resources, which is attention to the 
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resources to deprived, remote areas. In the period following the revolution, 

we provided cammunications resources in more than 120 rural and remote amd deprived 
areas, which is several times more than in the period before the revolution." On 
the matter of self-sufficiency in cammunications and the protection of capa- 
bilities and inventions for the sake of becaming independent as soon as possible, 
the ninister of post, telephone and telepgraph said, "The most important issue 

in conjunction with cammunications is to be self-sufficient and independent of 

the outer worl. In this area, we have tried to make maximm use of all special- 
ists in com. unications technology and university professors. To this end, the 
Iranian Communications Research Center is active in various canmunications and 
electronic fields and, during the past year, noteworthy progress has been made 

in the reconstruction and revival of this center. The best specialists ard 
scholars in the various electronic fields are cooperatim at this center. Through 
the great interest and faith they have, these people have managed through their 
research and studies to solve numerous problems ard matters which exist in the 
field of cammunications and allow us to dispense with buying certain foreign goods 
ani accessories. ‘The progress which this center has made in solving various 
technological, cammunication and electronic problems has given us great optimism." 





Regarding the other activities of the Canmnications Research Center, Dr Qandi 
said, "At present our scholars and experts in this center are making studies 

on electronic telephone systems. Also, the project to build a computer am the 
light communication project through the use of lasers are among other studies 
by specialists in this center. We hope that with the capability and faith that 
exists in this cooperation, and with the on which the government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has given and will give to this research and these ac- 
tivities, we will, in a short period, be able to a very large extent to reach 
self-sufficiency in the electronics industry. As the emam has stressed many 
times, the utmost protection must be given to capabilities to achieve real self- 


sufficiency and independence." 
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Stressing the subject of protecting capabilities to expan’ knowledge ani science, 
which is one of the impartant objectives of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Dr Qandi 
said, "In view of the years of backwardness, we must now have greater than 

the ordinary degree of activity. If we do not reach indeperdence in tech- 
nological terms, our political and economic independence will also be threatened. 
To this end we offer maximum protection and support regarding specialists and 
scholars in electronic and communications technology in the Research Center, 

and people who have the taste for invention can, if they have inventions in 

the communications field, refer to the Communications Research Center so that 

we can use their equipment after investigation in the event it ie needed in 
cammunicat ions." 


Dr Qandi added, "Of course, since communications technology is camplicated, 
same people invent simple equipment which is to be appreciated, but what is to 
be used must be acceptable and useable in terms of today's techniques and tech- 
nology. Of course people should not be pessimistic and discouraged over the 
fact that samnetimes same equipment which enthusiasts have invented is not used. 
We appreciate their enthusiasm, capability and activity and hope that these 

t people, after obtaining higher, more advanced instruction, will be 
able to invent equipment which will be in an acceptable context in terms 
of today's technology." 


The minister of post, telegraph and telephone then stated, with respect to the 
investigation of all inventions which are transferred to communications, "It 
is possible that another person or persons might have prepared the likes of an 
instrument which a person or group is manufacturing. 


"Our policy is to study all of these inventions and choose the instrument which 
is acceptable and enjoys the best characteristics. In any event, we protect all 
inventors and innovators for sake of the maximum development of capabilities 
within the limits of resources." 


De Qandi then stated, with respect to future communications projects, "In con- 
junction with the expansion of communications and linkup among various areas of 
the country, we are at the present time using the German IMD-Siemens systen. 
The Shiraz cammunications plant produces ahout 100,000 lines of this type of 
telephone switchboard a year." 


On the method of using this type of telephone, Dr Qandi said, "The telephones 
which this factory produces are aimed at creating municipal communications, that 
is, creating communications within a city. For communications between cities, 
the microwave system is used. Of course, for automatic communication between 
cities the SID system is used; that is campatible with the IM) switch and is im- 
ported directly from Siemens. 


"The communications contract with Siemens was for 2.5 million telephones through- 
out the country. After the revolution, this contract was suspended, and with the 
review we have made of the contract, it has been decided that Iranian techni- 
cians will install this equipment in place of foreign personnel ami in exchange 
use will be made of a limited number of German technicians to instruct the 
Iranian technicians." 


33 








Dr Qandi added, "The delay in implementation of the STD contract will cause a 
delay in our communications contracts. Of course if we want to make use of the 
Shiraz factory and the IM system for a while, we must bring the SID contract 
to the implementation stage -- otherwise it will be necessary to review the 
entire presence of IM in Iran, because in many areas we have managed to 
install leval telephones, although the automatic connections between cities 
has still not been set up because of the delay in impleventation of the SID 
project." 


The minister of post, telephone and telegraph then stated, in connection with 
the post, telegraph and telephone activities involved with the war, "With 

the cooperation that our devout, revolutionary colleagues have made both in 
post and in cammunications, we have an active communications and postal system. 
In spite of the problems which have came about in air transport, international 
mail has not been suspended and our postal conmunications with all areas of 
the world are extant." 


The minister of post, telegraph and telephone stated with respect to the postal 
activities and rapid expansion of postal activity, "A great deal of planning 

has already been mate. Basically, our postal service was very backward in 
camparison with that in advanced countries in terms of speed, extent andi 

order, being in general incompatible with today's modern systems in the world. 

It is our effort to strive far rapid postal exapnsion through the country through 
proper planning so that postal service can cover all areas of the country, 

be they rural areas, precincts or towns. The postal service mist function 

at the proper speed and letters should cover the maximum distance between points 
in the country in a day or two." 


Dr Qandi added, "Of course in the matter of the mails there are two aspects on 
which work has not yet been made. One is to create resources for hiring ade- 
quate persor’ .1 and proper planning and the other is to acquaint the people 

with postal services. Of course it is the duty of the postal service to in- 
struct people to write the mailing address accurately and legibly in the desig- 
nated place and stick the stamp on the right place. Perhaps 50 percent of postal 
disorganization lies in the fact that the senders do not write addresses pro- 
perly and legibly. Postal employees must be able to read addresses and in the 
light of the complete address deliver letters to this destination." 


In conclusion, Dr Qandi stated with respect to implementation of educational 
programs for the people, "We have carried out programs on radio and television 
and are intending to consolidate this sort of educational program. In large 
cities like Tehran, the city has been divided into numerous postal zones and 
every zone has a s,ecial postal symbol. We have a project under preparation 
through which we will instruct all residents of the city in the postal number 
of every section, and we ask them to use these numbers in writing letters." 
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TRAQ 


RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION LEADER ATTACKS BAGHDAD REGIME 
Tehran AL-SHAHID in Arabic 24 Dec 80 pp 42-43 


[Interview with Hujjat al-lelam wa al-Muslimin, Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim, in Tehran; 
date not given) 


[Text] Hujjat al-lelam wa al-Musliwin [Jraqi Shiite title) 
Muhammad Baqir al-Hakim is the eon of the late Imam al-Hakim. 
He has been subjected to imprisonment and persecution by the 
apostate Ba'th regime, and hae recently decided to seek politi- 
cal asylum in the Ielamic Republic [of Iran] in order to pursue 
hie Islamic mission. He has been received by Imam Khomeyni and 
has given a [Friday] sermon before thousands of worshippers at 
the University of Tehran. He is now living in Tehran where he 
is pursuing hie Islamic mission. AL-SHAHID took advantage of 
one of his free moments to have this quick interview with him. 


[Question] Why did the Islamic movement in Iraq fail to take over the reigns of 
government, inspite of the fact that the Iraqi masses were--and still are--in sup- 
port of the Islamic leadership, and that Iraq was one of the most important centers 
of authentic Islamic revolutionary sentiment in the Moslem World? 


[Anewer|] I believe that it is quite unfair to use the term “failure”. The circum- 
stances of the authentic Islamic movement have been complicated for centuries. They 
are made even more complex by the intricate nature of the political environment in 
our present era. To take over the reigne of government and apply the principles of 
Islam as ¢ faith and a code of conduct would be a unique leap forward in the modern 
age. I believe that the victory of the Islamic revolution in Iran has paved the 
way for the progress of the Islamic movement in Iraq and the rest of the world. 


[Question] How is it that the Ba'th Party was able to take over the reigns of 
government and stay in power for 12 years. 


[Anewer) Everyone knows that the Fascist regime of Iraq usurped the government 
through a military coup which was led by elements who are well known for their con- 
nections with British intelligence. The ruling clique was able to solidify its 
rule under the umbrella of foreign intelligence. That the regime has stayed in 
power for twelve years is the result of its strong connections with world imperial- 
fem and of the current political and social divisions within the Islamic Nation. 
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[Question] Has the religious leadership taken a definite position vis-a-vis the 
Ba'th Party, and has it succeeded in mobilising the Iraqi Moslem masses to resist 
the fasciat regime in Iraq? 


[Anewer) Yes. The position te clear-cut. The Ielamic leaderahip in Iraq hae 
defined it on more than one occasion, and in more than one appropriate way. The 
earliest definition took the form of the well-known position of the late Imam al- 
Hakim. The latest was the position of the martyr Ayatullah al-Sadr. This martyr 
has been able to lead the Iraqi masses several positive steps forward. The shed- 
ding of hie pure blood was the latest event which really boosted the surge of the 
Moslem movement. 


And now, we continue to support the position of the world religious leadership 
represented by the ever steadfast Imam Khomeyni. 


{Question} What was the position of your late father (Imam al-Hakim) with respect 
to the Ba'th regime in Iraq, and the attempte to harm him and harrase him in his 
home? 


{[Anewer] The position of al-Hakim was well known. My late father was determined 
in hie reflecti m of and opposition to the regime of the tyrant. I can say that he 
died, under circumstances similar to those of a martyr, in opposing this regime. 
He dedicated the entire latter part of his life to intensify this opposition. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the riots of 20 Safar 1397 [10 Feb 1977]? 


[Anewer) The riots of 20 Safar 1397 are a living expression of the will of the 
Moslem masses of Iraq, and their refusal to accept the attempts of the infidel 
regime to destroy religious life in Iraq. This uprising was a giant step in in- 
tensifying the opposition and in fusing it with an authentic revolutionary spirit. 


[Question] . the Islamic revolution in Iraq weaker after its open and brave 
opposition to the Takriti regime, especially after the loss of some important Moslem 
elements, such as the late Ayatullah Muhammad Baqir al-(Sadur?), Shaykh ‘Arif al- 
Basri, and Mr Nuri Tu'mah, and the emigration of othere to Iran and the Gulf States? 


[Anewer) Anyone who believes in martyrdom as a principle and a philosophy of life 
will inevitably conclude that the blood of martyrs is a beacon which illuminates 
the path of those who are on the move. Martyrdom strengthens the spirit of the 
opposition, and extends it to wider segments o the masses. 


[Question] What is the present strategy of the Islamic revolution in Iraq? 


[Answer] The strategy of the revolution in Iraq consists, in our view, of the 
basic principles of long-term action, not just current activity. It can be summed 
up thusly: Earnest efforts, utilizing all legitimate means, to overthrow the 
tribal regime through the strength of the Moslem masses who are ready to proceed 
with est ‘lishing an Islamic government. 


[Question] Are there any differences between the factions of the Islamic revolu- 


tion and, if so, how can these be reconciled? And why is it that there is no 
Islamic revolutionary spirit of unity among them? 











|Anawer|) Differences of opinion are a natural thing in all movements. They are 
normal according to our Moslem criteria, provided they do not develop into fac- 
tionaliem which serves only the enemy. lelam, through ite principles, te the 
eOlution. Sincerity and honesty, when accompanied by objective dialogue, are the 
means of developing sound judgement in the service of the holy cause. 


[Question] A number of left-wing parties in Syria have formed a front to oppose 

the regime of Saddam, They have announced a political program which calle for 
overthrow ng the regime, ineatituting a teligious government, and granting autonomous 
rule to the Kurds, What is your evaluation of thie front, and would you cooperate 
with it? 


|Anawer] We welcome any honest and sincere effort which aime at overthrowing the 
present regime in Iraq, provided that it ie in keeping with the aspirations of 
the Iraqi Moslem masses who view the reign of Ielam as the desire of the people. 
All conepiracies against thie will of the people are bound to fail. 


[Question}] You have formed Harakat Jama’ at ‘Ulama ‘al-Din al-'Iraqiyin [the 
Iraqi Ulema) movement. What is ite function in the military and political domaine’ 


|Anewer) Through thie movement we attempt to close ranke and channel all efforte 
in one direction under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni and the guidance of the 
iraqi ulema who are active in the Iraqi arena? 


[Question] Did the war between Islam [Iran] and the Da'th regime help you solidify 
your revolutionary effort, which aims at overthrowing the regime, and how’ 


[Anewer) When we analyze it, we find the war to be a golden opportunity for us to 
unite and advance on the road to victory, God willing. 


[Question] Did the war have a positive or negative effect on the Iraqi people’ 


{[Anewer) The adversity and destruction caused by war inevitably affect any people 
in a negative way. But the Iraqi people who are oppressed by this despotic tyrant 
take a positive view of the war against the Islamic Republic [of Iran], and are 
optimistic that it will result in the downfall of thie agent regime, in the restora- 
tion of pride and dignity of the people, and in the institution of a just godly 
government. 


[Question] How do you see the future of the revolution, and [the possibility of | 
an Islamic state in Iraq? 


{Answer} God willing, the future in Iraq, the region and the world belongs to 
Islam. We are optimistic of victory, with God's will. 
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SADDAM CONGRATULATES SPANISH MONARCH--President Saddam Husayn hae sent a message 

of congratulations to hie majesty King Juan Carlos of Spain on the failure of the 
recent coup attempt and in assertion of the Iraqi-Spanieh friendship and the 
historical ties binding che two countries and friendly peoples. The message wae 
conveyed by Iraqi ambassador to Spain Anwar Sabri ‘Abd ar-Rasezaq during his 
meeting with Spanish Chief of Protocol (Jose Maria) today. Following is the text 
of the message: Hie Majesty King Juan Carlos, dear friend: I am pleased to extend 
my heartfelt congratulations on the abortive coup attempt and on the safety of 
Spain under vour wise leadership. I am also pleased to hail your keenness to con- 
solidate the constitutional order in the country and to preserve the democratic 
march in Spain. Iraq is proud of ite historical ties and cordial relations with 
your country and ie eager to develop these relations to the level that would 
double the gains of our two countries and friendly peoples. Please accept my 
wishes for your continued health and success and for the friendly Spanish people's 
progress and prosperity. [Signed] Saddam Husayn, cheairmanof the Revolution Command 
Council and President of the Iraqi Republic. [Text] [JN271745 Baghdad Domestic 
Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 27 Feb 61) 


AUTONOMOUS REG N ALLOCATIONS--Irbil, 28 Feb (INA)--It was announced here today 

that the allocations in the development plan for the autonomous region in Kurdistan 
for 1981 amount to 726 million Iraqi dinars, more than $2.25 billion. A total of 
528 million dinars will be used to finance projects being implemented by the central 
departments and 198 million dinare for projects being implemented by the autonomous 
departments in the region. [JN261402 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1250 GMT 28 Feb 81) 


READINESS TO CEASE FIRE--Baghdad, 28 Feb (INA)--President Saddam Husayn made an 
inspection tour of al-Anbar Governorate, in western Iraq, today. During the tour, 
he visited a number of districts, subdietricte and villages. Talking to Rawah 

City citizens, President Saddam Husayn said that Iraq has become one family, one 
tree, one city and one people in construction and war. He added that Iraq's vic- 
tories derive their strong basis from the Iraqi people's unity and their insistence 
of fighting with the same epirit of construction. He said that all are now fighting 
with one hand and one heart against the foreigner. President Saddam Husayn reiter- 
ated Iraq's insistence of fighting the enemies until they yield to the fait accompli 
as represented in their respect of the Iraqi people's will and the Arab nation. 

He said that all wust realize the fact that the Iraqi people have become one family 
and are fighting and destroying their enemies on their lands, inflicting losses or 
them. The president reiterated Iraq's readiness to cease fire and negotiate provided 
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that the Iraniane respect Iraq's rights, sovereignty and dignity ae well as the 
Arab nation's dignity, sovereignty, security and independence, He warned against 
interpreting Iraq's readiness to do eo as stemming from fear and said: Our desite 
for peace stems from our care for our people. The Iraqis are fearless when audac~ 
ity becomes inevitable to seize our legitimate rights and when resorting to the 
sword and gun becowes inevitable for the restoration of Iraq's legitimate righte. 
[Rxcerpte) [JN262133 Baghdad INA in Arabic 2100 GMT 26 Feb 81) 


JAPANESE TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK~-Baghdad, (INA)=<Iraq signed a 70 million dinar 
contract (217 million dollars approx.) with a Japanese consortium for the construc- 
tion of an international telecommunications network in Iraq. The contract, signed 
here today by Revolution Command Council member and Minister of Transport and 
Communications Sa'dun Ghaydan, will envisage the organization of international 
Lelecommunications and radio waves through the use of computers. It also covers 
the supply and erection of the networks equipments [ase received) and training of 
Iraqi technical cadres for the commissioning and maintenance of the network ae 

well ae the construction of necessary buildings for same. [Text) [JN251542 
Baghdad (NA in English 1530 GMT 25 Feb 61) 





BRITISH WIN PLANT CONTRACT--Lraq has awarded a 635 million ($81.5 million) con- 
tract to John Brown Engineering of Britain to build the power station at Mulla 
Abdulla near Kirkuk. John Brown Engineering will aleo supply packaged power 
plante generating a total output of 250 MW. The contract covers administration 
buildings, workshops, control rooms, a fuel treatment plant and other ancillary 
civil engineering work. The British company, a part of the John Brown group, 
supplied similar plante to Iraq in 1976. They were for the Basra power station 
and had a total output of 100 MW. [Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 MEMO 
in English 16 Feb 81 p 13) 


FRENCH WIN PIPE CONTRACT--Pont-a-Mousson, a member of the Saint -Gobain-Pont-a- 
Mousson industrial group, has won a contract to supply Iraq with 6,720 miles of 
medium- and large-diameter ductile iron pipe and five pumping stations for Bagh- 
dad's water supply syste , the French company announced last week. The company 
said the contract was worth FF 4.5 billion ($912 million) and that deliveries of 
pipe would be spread over three years. Construction work for the syetem is due 
to begin in the spring of this year. (Text) [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 MEMO 
in English 16 Feb 81 p 3) 
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ISRAEL 


RICHARD ALLEN SEEN AS FRIENDLY TO LSRAEL 
Tel Aviv YEDL'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 24 Dec 80 pp 2, 7 
[Article by Ron ben Yishai, Washington correspondent) 


{Text} Richard Allen, Ronald Reagan's foreign affaires advisor at the time of the 
election campaign, was appointed yesterday by the President-elect as his special 
advisor for national security in the Republican administration, which will assume 
ite duties next month. Allen will head the National Security Council. The members 
of this council are experte in foreign affaires and defense who supply the President 
with information, material and recommendations that are likely to help him make 
decisions in this areas. 


Allen himself will not be a member of the cabinet. Apparently that was decided upon 
in order to prevent the creation of two parallel foci for the formation of foreign 
policy in the administration, as happened in the Carter period. As is well known, 
friction and difficulties were created in the Democratic administration as a result 
of the competition and rivalry between National Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski 
and former Secretary of State Cyrus Vance. From time to time because of this, 
"“gigzage" were created in American foreign policy, which vacillated between the 
pacifistic line of Vance and the hard line of Brzezinski. 


Visited Israel 


Richard Allen is considered a person who has proven in the past his understanding 

of Israel's problems and claims. Last summer he visited Israel as a guest of the 
Israeli government. Thanks to his intervention, there were reformulated, in a manner 
more sympathetic to Israel, a number of paragraphs in the chapter dealing with the 
Middle East, in the Republican party platform for the last elections. Allen also 
met frequently with Israeli leaders, among them Prime Minister Menahem Begin. His 
last meeting with Begin took place a few weeks ago at the time of the prime minis- 
ter's visit in the U.S. 


In the past Allen served as a senior member of the National Security Council. This 
was at the time of the Nixon administration when Dr Henry Kissinger headed the coun- 
cil. But Kissinger and Allen did not speak the same language, and, consequently, 
Allen resigned from the council. During the recent election campaign Allen was 
accused by people from the Democratic camp of exploiting his position in the White 
House in the past. The charge was that at the time he accepted favors from the 








Japanese auto firm Dateun in return for information that he supplied on internal de- 
cisions in the White House on topics concerning trade between the U.S. and Japan. 


Despite the confidence which Reagan expressed in him, Allen then resigned from the 
Republican election staff in order not to jeopardize the candidate. The fact of 
his appointm at would seem to indicate that nothing was found in the investigation 
of hie past that would be likely to prevent him from serving in a senior administra- 
tion post. 


The Team wae Disbanded 


Washington news services report that Secretary of State designate, Gen (Ret) Alexander 
Haig yesterday disbanded the Republican "transition team" for foreign affaires, which 
was set to deal with the transfer of these matters from the Democrats to the new 
Republican administration. Persons close to Haig reported that the decision to dis- 
band the team came as a result of serious leaks, chief among them the diplomatic 
documenc about Senator Charles Percy's discussions with Soviet Foreign Minister 
Audrey Gromyko. It will be recalled that Percy, who will be the chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, told the Soviet minister that he supports a Pal- 
estinian state which would be demilitarized for a least 25 years and which would rec- 
ognize Israel." 


The Lerael Telegraphic Agency correspondent in Washington reports that Jeanne 
Kirkpatrick, who will be the U.S. ambassador to the UN is considered a strong supporter 
of Israel and an ardent opponent of the PLO. Kirkpatrick cooperated in the past with 
Senators Henry Jackson and Daniel Moynihan, who support Israel and the emigration 
efforts of Soviet Jewry. 


Last week Kirkpatrick, who is a lecturer in political science at Georgetown Univer- 
sity, participated in a congress of friends of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
which was held ‘0 diami. She declared at the congress that President Carter was 
worthy of pra..e for his efforts to achieve a peace treaty between Israel and Egypt, 
but that most of the credit must be given, in her opinion to Sadat, Begin and the 
governments of Egypt and Israel. 


Another senior Reagan appointment, announced yesterday, is that of Martin Anderson 
as the President's advisor on internal policy matters. 
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LSRAKL 


P' ES VIEWS UPCOMING ELECTLONS 
Tel Aviv MAR'ARIV in Hebrew 2 Feb 81 p 14 
[Article by Shim'on Peres: "After the Decision, but Before the Real Struggle") 


[Text] There is something in the resulte of the 977 elections which may help dem- 
ocracy in Ierael--it is gradually coalescing into two principle flanks: the Align- 
ment and the Likud." 


The Likud has failed not only in ite economic and political philosophy, but also in 
the deals that it made with other parties. One important ally--the DMC--has turned 
out to be unreliable. Of the 15 members of DMC in the Knesset only three remained 
who still support the Begin government. The government depends on the pitiful 
"majority" of one Knesset member and has completely lost its power of decision and 
action. Anyone who does not close his eyes to the runaway inflation knows that 
there is no government to stop it, just as there is no government capable of filling 
the vital defense portfolio. 


Israel needs a government that will be able to confront the most difficult situation 
she has known since her founding--and such a government can be sct up, provided that 
the voting public gives a clear, explicit majority to that party that it would pre- 
fer to see run the affaires of state. The voters will be asked by us, and | suppose 
also by the Likud, not to waste ite vote on opportunistic lists, for even if they 
include well-known names, they will come to the same end as DMC-~-a meteor crossing 
the sky, producing neither light nor heat. 


The convention of the Labor party--the largest democratic party in Israel--prepared 
itself for the following demand from the public; that it present a platform and then 
that it present a team from among the many talented and experienced people within 
its ranks. This convention even presented to the Israeli citizenry the basic con- 
ceptual differences between us and the Likud. 


At the Sixth Zionist Congress a debate raged between Herzl and [Haim] Weizman about 
“staying the night" in Uganda. Both Herzl and Weizman rejected the Diaspora and 
concluded that it was necessary to establish an independent Jewish home, but the 
differences of opoinion among them were about the place in which this home was to 
be set up. It was our good fortune that the homeland was preferred to simply ter- 
ritory. 





Today the debate rages not over the location of the Jewleh atate but over ite char- 
acter. The Likud wishes to annex the territories and the people who live in them to 
lerael., “Labor” saya that the annexation of an additional 1,300,000 Araba to the 
territory of the State of lerael will turn the Jewish state into a Jewleh-Arab state. 
We will stay where we are, but we will cease to be what we wanted to be— Jewish 
state in the full sense of the term, 4 state to which can turn Jews who were despised 
in the Diaspura, Jews who despised their Diaspora way of life, Jews who have decided 
to work for themselves, to defend their country's borders. 


This is a penetrating debate which the party convention stressed in all seriousness. 
The Likud followed the teaching of Milton Friedman and decided to "liberate iteelf" 
from planning and directing the economy. The results were catastrophic--inf lation 
destroyed the people's belief in the value of ite money and lowered lerael's prestige 
around the world. Hundreds of billions of Leraeli Lirot found their way without 
cause or necessity into the pockets of the rich, the vaulte of the banks and the 
tables of the stock market, and development halted. Interest spread like locuste 
over agricultural fields, and imports swamped exports. 


The Alignment believes in economic as well ae political democracy, in the distribu- 
tion of the sources of income and not just in the distribution of the right of free 
speech. Almost everything there is in lerael was created by labor, and labor de- 
serves ite true share of the national product. We will go back to planning. We will 
direct the distribution of the burden and the profits according to social considera- 
tions. We will not reconcile ourselves to having David ben Gurion's dream of a work- 
ing people turned into Milton Friedman's nightmare of “working” capital. 


The party has charged me with a central and difficult task, but--and again in con- 
trast to Likud,--the Labor party does not belong to any one man, even if he is its 
chairman. We don't have any Messiah cult. It seems to me that Mr Begin is suffer- 
ing now not only from the disappointment that flows from the way in which the govern- 
ment is functioning, but also from a surfeit of expectations that he and his follow- 
ers attributed co him. The popular saying goes: “he who takes responsibilty for 

the rain will also be responsible for the drought." I myself was and have remained 
a team man, a man who works with teams and who appreciates a multiplicity of teams 
and the preeminence of team spirit throughout the length and breadth of the move- 
ment. 


For me and for the entire movement the true confrontation will begin now. It was 
a lovely sight to see 160,000 party members going to the elections, which were con- 
ducted entirely by volunteers without formal machinery, and if here and there, in 
one branch or another, some irregularities cropped up (which we did not hesitate 
to fix), it was a test of volunteerism and not just of democracy. We stood the 
test well. 


Today we offer the people a serious, democratic, working alternative; an alternative 
whose roots are deep, whose experience is broad, and which has not lost the ability 
to change. I am sure thatwewill serve the people as we should. We are not simply 
a movement for the people but a movement of the people. By its authority and for 
ite future, we will succeed in turning Israel around and returning to her her lost 
glory, for, after all, her destiny is in her own hands. 
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TSRAEL 


PERES INTERVIEWED ON CAMPAIGN PLANS 
Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR in Hebrew 16 Jan 81 pp 3, 11 


[Interview with Shimon Peres by Dorit Gefan: "Not Likud But the Future," date 
not given] 


[Text] On the eve of the vote in Knesset on ite dissolution and the setting of a 
new date for elections for the tenth Knesset, and in the presence of a tottering 
government, we went to the chairman of the opposition to hear his opinion on the 
coming election campaign and the prospects of the Alignment. 


Question: Not long ago there was a meeting b tween you and Minister Yusef Burg. 
Were there any indications on his part of the possibility of the participation of 
the NRP in a coalition headed by the Alignment in the tenth Knesset? 


Peres: Burg came to me to ask what scenario I saw in view of the crisis with the 
teachers. I explained my position, and explained why I am in favor of moving up 
the elections, and that I see not other way out. I also told him why I think 
this thing is mandatory in view of the reality within the country. I gave him 
reasons which were non-artisan, but national. He did not differ too much with 
my reasoning. Burg asked what our position is on Abu-Hatzera, and on the "peach" 
affair. I told him that the Alignment maintains a strict separation of powers, 
and that the parties do not engage in affairs belonging to the judicial in- 
stitutions and institutions charged with the law and order of the country. We 
have taken no position on matters being clarified, or which need to be clarified 
before a court. We do not intend to intervene. Judges attend the judicial matters 
and politicians to politics. This is our position in principle. 


Question: Did you try to persuade him to support an advancement of the elections? 


Peres: Contrary to what has been published, I was very impressed that even the 
NRP people, those who came to me, are interested in advancing the elections, and 
also in ending the Abu-Hatzera case--before the elections. There were all kinds 
of rumors about deals, but they have no basis. For the sake of the elections 
and also of propriety, I must note that Dr Burg never raised the question of 
what would happen after the election, and we never discussed the coalition which 
would emerge after the results are known. 


Question: Didn't he even drop any hints? 
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Peres: He didn't even say a word, 


Question: After the resignation of Minister Hurwitz, the impression was created 
that the Alignment views the vote on the dissolution of the Knesset as a matter 
of ita honor--what ise burning the Alignment? 


Peres: lhe e already said on television that it is not important who makes the 
motion, What ise important is that it be passed. The situation in the country 
today, in contrast to all prior years, ie that we are in the middle of January 
and have no budget, not even a defense budget. The Defense Ministry is without 
a defense minister. It is all right to make cuts inthe defense budget, but it 
is essential that there be a defense minister who will defend the budget of his 
ministry. Inflation continues to gallop; unemployment has reached worrisome 
proportions, especially in sensitive areas. One does not have to be a member of 
the Labor party or MAPAM for his heart to ache at the site of what is happening 
in Ofakim or Afula. 


Next week, Reagan will enter the White House, and Ierael will remain without an 
effective government, and without a policy. Things are happening in the ter- 
ritories without any direction, and there are indicators of a difficult situation-- 
emigration, attrition, low morale. So why should we wait? England has had 
centuries of parliamentary experience, and they know how to hold elections in 2 
weeks, Why do we have to drag it out over 5 months? The election campaign is 
very expensive, and the longer it runs the more money will be spent. This is a 
waste of public money. 


Question: For weeks there have been rumers about deals being made in the Knesset 
both by the Likud and the Alignment, in order to enlist the support of MK's. 
Without entering into the details of these deals, perhaps you can tell us something 
about what in principle is permitted and what is forbidden? 


Peres: In my pinion, it is permitted, and even mandatory, to make contacts on 
the eve of a vote in the Knesset--in an attempt to enlist a majority for your 
motion. But it is forbidden to accompamy those efforts with personal or party 
favors. On the contrary, I think that contacts should be maintained with all 
members of Knesset, although today such contact is in the realm of risk of life. 
Because after such contacts there is a flood of rumor and speculation which must 
be denied later. I announced that I was not making any deals. Certainly not in 
matters belonging to the realm of law and order and the courts. We opposed dealing 
with the affair of the resignatimof Director General Shapir, which hurt the honor 
of the police. The police in particular must be strengthened--in view of the sharp 
rise in crime. Responsible parties must support the maintenance of justice 

and law, and must give that support so that the public will see that in matters 

of justice and law there is no compromise. Therefore, the Alignment, to the best 
of my knowledge, will not support any such deals. It will not try to reconstruct 
itself on the ruins of innocent men, if they are indeed innocent. And it will not 
try to hold back the judicial process regarding people whose position gives them a 
certain advantage over others. We want neither one nor the other. 
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Question: There is much talk about accelerating the elections, but is the 
Alignment really ready for elections--does the Labor party have an election staff? 
What about a leadership team? 


Peres: I am also a bit concerned about our routine procedures. Whenever 
elections are mentioned, the first response is--election staff. I am not 
persuaded that an election staff is the anawer to everything. I think that this 
time, elections have to be conducted in a maximum of decentralization, depending 
on local chapters and volunteers, What is needed is a policy of elections and 
election organization, and not merely a structure of a powerful staff, which as it 
were controle all. I think thatithe fate of the Alignment will be determined by 
ite policies, its conduct and its teame--and not just by a rigid and routine 
organization to which we have become accustomed. 


Question: There is an estimate that the Alignment suffers from over confidence-- 
perhaps this is because of public opinion surveys? 


Peres: In spite of the public opinion polls, the Alignment must avoid arrogance, 
over confidence, and the assumption that everything is in its pocket. We must 
campaign with the goal of convincing the public that we really want to meet the 
challenge of the country's problems, and not the pale shadows which the Likud has 
left behind. In this campaign we shall have to explain how we will meet the 
challenge of the country's problems, and we must avoid as much as possible 

personal attacks, as well as the increasing disintegration. We must be careful 

of creating illusions. We mst describe the situation as it is, and appeal to 

the positive and pioneering motives in the hearts of the people. We are challenging 
the future, not the past. 


Question: And yet the public will certainly want to know who will be on the 
leadership staff with you in the election campaign? 


Peres: In my opinion, there is not need to present either the staff or the team 
until after it has been decided formally to accelerate the elections and set a 

date for them. We are now preparing the structure and composition of the staff, 

but decisions will be made only after the Knesset decides on a date for the 
elections. This is also the case with the leadership team. It should be remembered 
that the two parties comprising the Alignment are democratic parties. And this 
requires processes and patience. We will have a convention, and MAPAM will have 

a convention. We will have a second session, as will MAPAM. The convention will 
have a long string of matters to consider, before we can appeal to the public. 

At the second session, the Labor party will have to select a coordinator, who will 
certify the staff. It will have to draft a platform dealing with tissues of 
society, economy. Only afterwards can we face the public. Democracy requires among 
other things patience. 


Question: In the meantime, election propaganda is already underway, and the Likud 
is claiming that the Alignment is presenting a “ttred" crew--no new faces, Like 
Abba Eban, Haim Bar-Lev, and Haim Zadok? 





Peres: A S-month election campaign is like a long distance race. You have to 
remember that the essence of the campaign will be in the last months. What we are 
doing now is only tuning the piano. The orchestra will begin to play later on. I 
consider the campaign to be a countdown. The height of the campaign will be in the 
last month, I would not want to spend all of our effort and strength in the begin- 
ning, and be breathless for the finish. The success of the campaign depends first 
and foremost on enlisting the activiste, and they will enlist only if they feel great 
motivation. 


Question: You are certainly alert to the fact that one of the main targets of the 
Likud's propaganda and demagoguery will be you, Have you thought of a response? 


Peres: I have already been worked over, This is not my first test. Personally, 

I can answer that knowing my personal biography, I am not concerned with accusations 
and smears, for they have no basis. I have been the subject of many false accu~ 
sations. Although it has been unpleasant, all of them have collapsed like a house 
of cards. 


Question: I am not talking about personal smears in particular, but about Linking 
your name to "offenses" of the Alignment, such as that you would turn the ter- 
ritories of Judea and Samaria into an Arafatist state? 


Peres: If Arik Sharon is saying this, I am reminded that in the last election he 
tried to form a coalition with Moshe Kol. And when they asked him about Judea 

and Samaria, he said then that it would be possible to make a settlement, We shall 
go with our truth, and instead of playing ping pong with the chatter of the Likud, 
we will appeal to the people and try to convince them of the correctness of our way. 
Our way does not seek to destroy the true character of Israel, and change it from 
a Jewish to a binational state, from a state based on self labor to a state based 
on the labor of others. We have already seen in the debate with the revisionists 
that the true e-« y is not the demagoguary of the revisionists but the weaknesses 

in our camp. .e have never lost in a debate with the revisionists. If we have 
been wounded, it was mostly because of our oversights. Therefore, the true problem 
is--can we uncover the strengths of spirit, thought, and action. This will determine 
the fate of the Alignment, and not what Arik Sharon, Dov Shilanski, or Roni Milo 
say. Even in the U.S. McCarthyism failed. 


Question: Has the convention of the Labor party and the clear selection of a 
candidate brought peace to the party? 


Peres: I think so. Last year, the party was in the shadow of personal confronta- 
tion. This has ended with the conver’ ‘> Of course, a political party is not 

a sanatorium for convalescence. The. lvays debate arid conflict. When it is 
in good spirit, it is called ferment, ».4 hen it is in bad spirit it is called 
contention. The Labor party is the large:. democratic party in Israel. If people 
were not proud of their membership in it 4 years ago, that true democratic pride 
has returned to them today. 


Question: Can an independent RAFI--perhaps headed by Moshe Dayan--be a partner 
in a coalition with the Alignment? 
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Peres: First, we shall see what they accept and what we accept. I propose not 

to make a coalition before the election results are known. What the Alignment must 
say~~and fulfille-is that what will guide it is the platform. And that the 
Alignment has no intention of changing its platform to accommodate partners; and 
that it does not intend to refuse partners who will support its platform. In other 
words: we have not been chosen for power, but to realize a way. And what Israel 
needs more than ever today is a government with character and a program which will 
be able to work in harmony and to deliver what it promises. 


Question: There is talk about bringing Moshe Dayan into the Labor party and 
the Alignment? 


Peres: Ask Moshe Dayan. 


Question: But what is the position of the Labor party--is it sick over the 
desertion of Dayan? 


Peres: Moshe Dayan is not a member of the Labor party. The Labor party deals only 
with its members. I am in no way ready to engage in speculation that lacks truth 
and seriousness. 


Question: You said earlier that the prospects for a victory are not yet in your 
pocket. In any case, how do y»u estimate the Alignment's prospects in the coming 
election? 


Peres: If elections were held today, the prospects would be very good. [I °* it 
must be remembered that all public opinion surveys, and the public opinion itself, 
are measured statically. No survey is a prophesy. We must proceed as though 
nothing is assured, and we should not be affected by the compliments of public 
opinion surveys. There is a French proverb: compliments are like perfume--nice 
to smell but dangerous to swallow. I believe that our victory will depend on the 
work which we invest, not only by the upper echelons but also by the ranks. The 
outcome of the elections is in the hands of the party members. If each member 

is enlisted, and the response is wide and deep, we have a prospect of victory. I 
do not believe in tricks and magic, nor in newspaper ads. All of that is ornamental. 
We must remember that like everything else in life, there is no substitute for 
hard work and devotion--without boasting, without swaggering, and without over 
confidence. 


Question: What then is needed? 


Peres: What shall guide us are the true problems of the country and the challenges 
facing us. To the extent of my influence, I propose a campaign not against the 
Likud, but against the future. There is not point in debating Menahem Begin on 
poltical concessions. We have seen his abilities in the Rafiah Salient, at Sharm 
ash-Shahkh, and in the issue of autonomy. During the tenure of the Likud, rhetoric 
has proven its weakness, not its glory. 
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TSRAEL 


RAFT CHAIRMAN LOOKS TO DAYAN TO LEAD ELECTORAL LIST 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 16 Jan 81 Weekend Supplement p 12 


[Interview with MK Zalman Shuval, RAFI Chairman, by Rafa'el Bashan, date not 
given) 


This week, Finance Minister Yigal Hurwite left the government. There are many in 
the public who regret thie, and believe that had he been permitted to implement 
hie economic plan in all of ite detail, it would in the long run have led to 

the recuperation of our shaky economy, Others said, with open satisfaatiton: 

"If he goes, he goes. Perhaps now inflation will stop occurring every Monday and 
Thureday!" 


There is no doubt that the man who perhaps exerted the greatest personal influence 
on Hurwitz to leave was MK Zalman Shuval, RAF! Chairman. If the truth be told, 

in the interview which I conducted with MK Shuval a year ago, he already expressed 
serious doubt regarding the ability of the Likud government to function properly, 
especially in the economic sphere, and he foresaw that in the situation under 
which economic matters are being conducted, the RAFI faction would not remain for 
long in the co ‘ition. He prophesied, and knew whereof he was prophesying. 


Question: When did you begin to think seriously that you would have to leave the 
goveroment, and what were the principal reasons for so doing? 


Shuval (who expresses himself clearly, with a highly developed view in matters of 
the economy, society, politics, and defense, neatly dressed, precise in his 
definitions, a graduate of the University of Geneva in economics and political 
science, a banker and a financier of success): For most of us, it wae clear for 

a long time that this would occur. I must remind you that we had many doubts from 
the beginning about whether Yigal should join the Likud government as the finance « 
minister, and a positive decision was made at the time only because we believed 
that an effort had to be made to save the economy of the country. During the 14 
months of Yigal Hurwitz's tenure as finance minister, it became more and more 
clear to us that his partners in the cabinet were pressuring him ceaselessly to 
deviate from his clearly planned policy, which was also ours. As a result of this, 
the feeling grew among us that it was better to leave, so as not to lose the 
principal property of RAFI which is credibility. In any event, we already began 
several months ago to deploy ourselves to go independently to the Knesset elections. 








Yet there were colleagues among ua who atill hoped to galvanize the Likud into one 
party, and thus to improve ite performance in government. Sut, of course nothing 
came of it, Aa for me, personally, [ already decided for myself a long time ago 
that under no clreumstances would I ever run for the Knesset on the Likud list, 

| must confess the truth, that tn November of last year I came to the conclusion 
that the Likud government had lost ite right to exiet when the chen foreign 
minieter, Moshe Dayan, resigned from his post. Since I viewed the principal 
potential role of thie goverrment in reaching a settlement of the problem of Judea, 
Samaria, and the Gaga Strip, which on the one hand would ensure the a curity and 
substantive patlonal intereste of our country and on the other would not prevent 
our integration into a broader strategle~political process, which would have to be 
the prinetpal result of the Camp David accords. The reasons which led to the 
departure of Dayan prevented and still prevent the full use of the Camp David 
process, and tt te very unfortunate that matters have come to such a pase. 


Question: Many claim that it wae Yigal Hurwite's stiff opposition to the ap- 
pileatton of the economic chapter of the Eteioni report which wae in fact the 
reason for the RAFL faction's leaving the government, not on the basis of personal 
antagoniem and careeriem, but with honor, ase a matter of principle. What is your 
response? 


Shuval: Anybody who speake of Yigal Hurwits's personal enmity towards his col- 
leagues tn the cabinet does not know what he is talking about. That is sheer 
nonsense, Such reasoning simply does not pase the test of elementary logic. Yigal 
Hurwite's place in the top etaff of the Likud was ironclad in any event, and in 
terms of our party it would have been assured a number of good Knesset members 

in any posetble coalition. Any knowledgeable person cannot indict us for jumping 
into the cold water of going independently to the elections out of careerist 
motives. If Hurwite had been looking for a pretext for leaving the cabinet, I 
could give you at least four good reasons which presented themselves to him over 
the last year: a. breach of the promise that decisions of the economic cabinet 
would be final; b. exceeding budgetary limits almost from the very beginning, 
against his opinion; c. pouring massive amounts of money into the city admin- 
istrations uncer pressure from the prime minister and the minister of interior; 
d. disproportionate reparations given to those who left the Rafish Salient. 
Hurwite did not have to look for a pretext to leave the cabinet, But when the 
leracli Government makes a decision in the category of the Etzioni according 

to experts would lead to inflation of 300 percent, he had no alternative but to 
quit. I would Like to warn now that if the Likud government reduces inflation by 
artificial means out of electoral considerations, che country will be caused 
immeasurable harm in the future. It would really cause grief for generations. 
What really incenses ne is the most of the Likud cabinet ministers and members of 
Knesect have juscifted the position of Hurwitz, but voted against him because of 
political considerations, linked to the elections. They have even confessed this 
full*, 


“vestion: To what extent do you want and believe that MK Moshe Dayan will lead 
the independent RAFI list for the coming Knesset’? 


Shuval: We very much want MK Moshe Dayan to lead our list for the next Knesset, 
and it would only be natural for him to do it! But of course, the decision ‘ his 
slone. 
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Question: Last year, MK Moshe Dayan declared many times that he was not at all 
interested in becoming involved in political life, and that he would devote 
himeelf to writing and travel abroad, to atrengthen links with diaspora Jewry, 
@epecially the youth, and Israel. How then do you intend to persuade hin? 


Shuval: Your question, as formulated, ie misleading. The problem is not whether 
we will pers: ade him one way or the other, but whether Moshe Dayan will decide 

on the basis of his considerations that in spite of hie desire to be involved in 
the things which you mentioned, he will go with us. In my opinion, it is not pos- 
ible that in the situation in which the country finds iteelf today, Dayan will 
not be found in a position which will enable him to formulate answers and solutions 
to our burning problema--not only on the pages of a newspaper but also in the 
aphere of action where essential political deciatone are made and implemented. 


Question: Have you recently conducted practical discussions with MK Dayan on this 
issue? 


Shuval: My friends and I frequently discvuse various matters with Dayan. So, in 
our last discussion we spoke of what I defined as “facing the future.” To this 
Il will add nothing. 


Question: When Yigal Hurwite served as finance minister and you were part of the 
coalition and the cabinet, you had a signifieant and decisive influence on what 
was occurring in the economy of the country, above and beyond your actual weight 

in the Knesset as a faction of three MK's. Now, since you have left the government 
you have naturally become just another small splinter party. Who would want to 
vote for you in the next Knesset elections? 


Shuval: I myself have said to you that we are undertaking a certain risk. I 
believe that the Israeli public does not expect from those certain isolated people 
who ‘n their time followed the late David Ben Gurion into the political wilderness, 
to play for ce tuin,” especially when the "for certain" as it appears today 
completely la... any attraction. Essentially, we are conducting an election 
campaign not against this or thet political party, and we are not atcacking 
individuals, but we shall clearly and articulately represent our position to the 
Israeli public. The list of our leading people is proof, considering their past 
and their talents, that they will be able to apply the positions which we hold. 

I see one of our principal missions as going back and reuniting the large camp of 
Ben Gurionists, which for various reasons has scattered in all directions. It 

is true taat for the time being we are a small faction in che Knesset, but I 

have a well founded feeling that we shall be able to bring into our ranks that 
potentially large group of which I spoke, and by means of it realize our positions 
and principles. I can say wholeheartedly that we are people with a deep sense 

of responsibility. And it seems to me, unfortunately, that the Likud government 
is but an episode in Israeli polities, and I regret that we placed so much hope 

in it. The political map, as I see it drawn today, forbids the abandoning of the 
country in che hands of the Alignment, which would have unlimited control wher 
opposed by the Likud, which is today essentially GAHAL dug into extremist positions 
which are impractical and as far as I can see a loser in the coming elections. 


Question: How many mandates dr you expect to receive in the tenth Knesset, based 
on a cold and calculated estimate which you have certainly made? 
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Shuval: At thie point I will not talk about the number of mandates we expect to 
receive, but it is my hope and belief that we will put a sufficiently large 
number into the Knesset, so that in thebest event it will be able to properly 
steer its political and economic steps, and in a lesser event it will at least 
be able to try and prevent negative moves in those spheres, 


Question: Why do you believe that the Leraeli citizens have forgotten the over= 
eight of che Yom Kippur War, of which Meshe Dayan, defense minister at that time 
and the = whem you want to lead your liet for the tenth Knesset, wae an important 
component 


Shuval: Moshe Dayan never avoided hie share in that reality, which wae the product 
of many good people, and which was berne by the considerations of the Golda Meir 
government on the eve of the Yom Kippur War, even though many other cabinet 
miniatere have definite.vy tried to syetematically erase their share in the res- 
ponsibility. On the contrary, Dayan paid the full political price! I am convinced 
that history will show that if the government at that time had accepted several of 
Dayan's proposals, which were made 2 to 3 years before the Yom Kippur War, and if 
it had listened to hie varnings 10 menthe before the outbreak of ‘ne war, things 
would have developed ditferently. For example, Dayan's proposal to unilaterally 
withdraw from the Suez Canal. And I would like to remind the Ieraeli public 

that Britain put Winston Churchill in power despite his terrible oversights in 
World War I relating to Galipo'1, and it returned him to power after the severe 
failures of the British army in Norway in World War IT. The reason for this was 
simple: the English realized that in spite of it all, C ‘11 wae the right 

man in the right place at the right time. As for Moshe Daye , he ie in ay opinion 
the only statesman in Israel who has the ability to find the right solutions to the 
political problems in which the Likud and the Alignment are stuck. Mr Begin 
understood this well when he appointed Mr Dayan as foreign minister, and it is 
unfortunate that he did not enable him to bring the political process, based on 
hie pragmatic approach, to a successful conclusion. 


Question: Looking back, do you believe that Yigal Hurwite was a good finance 
minister? 


Shuval: I think that Yigal Murwitst was one of the best miniscers of finance to 
ever serve in Ierael. But because of the inability of the government to function 
as 4 team, he certainly achi+ved less than he wanted to and could have, with the 
economic revolution which was effected at the beginning of the touure of the 
government. Yet, he did have several economic achievements wh'ch were of enormous 
significance. 


Question: When he appeared on the weekly program Moked this week, the past 
deputy prime minister and finance minister Simcha Ehriich mocked Yigal Hurwitz, 
and said that from the beginning he never expected Hurwitz to bring any s. |vation, 
but that he never imagined that the failure would be so great. 


Shuval: Letme say that it is a waste of time to debate with the past deputy prime 
minister and finance minister Ehrlich about economic problems, because that was 
moc exactly the area in which he excelled. 


7075 
CSO: 4805 


52 





HEBRON LEADER SEEN TAKING ANTI-PLO STANCE 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Jan 81 Weekly Supplement pp 28-29 


[Article by Ya'aqov Havaquq: “New Voice in Hebron; ‘Moshe Dayan's Mistaken Policy 
Enabled PLO and Communists Take Over Power Centers in Territories,’ Says Mustafa 
Dudin, Hebron Leader, Friend of Husayn and ormer Adviser to Egypt's President on 
Palestinians. Hie Rural Association Puls in Millions and Enrages Extremist Leaders 
in the Weet Bank") 


{Text} A few monthe after the el: ctions of spring, 1976, Mustafa Dudin, having 
gone through personal suffering, returned to the West Bank. His return to the Judea 
area was accompanied by rumors. His supporters, who followed closely for 27 yeare 
his circuitous political career since he left the West Bank, considered him the man 
who would head the pro-Jordanian camp in opposition to the new young militant 
leadership recently elected in the Weet Bank. Dudin's personal attributes, his rich 
experience, and his contacts at the Hashemite court gave the pro-Jordanians high 
hopes. At the same time, a growing number of opponents who objected Dudin and his 
principles began te consolidate. Radical nationalistic leaders, including pro-PLO 
mayors, consider-( him a dangerous enemy. While his supporters considered his ties 
to Husayn a p «, hie enemies saw it as a liability. The fact that h was close 

to Husayn when the king massacred the terrorists in September, 1970, put him at the 
head of the list of PLO enemies as well as an enemy of PLO supporters in the 
territories. 


Dudin himself wrapped himself in deafening silence. Shortly before his return his 
wife died. His relations with the new Jordanian prime minister deteriorated, and 
his health wae affected as a result. Dudin, sick and heart broken, knew it was time 
to go home, to Mount Hebron. He settled in the town of Dura, his birthplace and 
home of his large family, and from time to time he would go out into the neighboring 
towne and villages to find out what was going on and study the public mood. He 
would do it quietly. His opponents kept watching him, and considered his silence 
and his low profile proof that he had come to the end of his political career. His 
supporters, who stood by him in his difficult moment, were of the opinion he had 

not yet said his last word. Six months later Mustafa Dudin woke up to public life 
and his activities took on a fresh and decisive quality. His opponents got the 
message and started to worry. The heads of the militant movement in the West Bank, 
who were quick to eulogize Dudin, admitted their mistake. One of the mayors, who 

is today away from the West Bank, suggested to his colleagues to get ready to deal 
with the danger called Mustafa Dudin. Dudin, who had expected this reaction, kept 
his cool. He understood that the struggle between him and the PLO supporters in 

the West Bank, though in its inception, was gaining momentum. 
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Muetafa Dudin ("Abu Sharif") te an anomaly among Weet Bank leaders. He ie an 
independent thinker, speake hie mind and fightea continuously for hie beliefs, even 
when he faces a large group of rivale and detractora. He is considered a strong 
opponent to the PLO, he Lives under a conatant threat, but he does not give in, His 
name is not known to the wide Teraeli public, but he te well known on both sides of 
the Jordan, for better and for worse, His decades of political activity have led 
both hie friends and hia enemies to one concluaion: Abu Sharif ie a man of 
principles, a doer and a leader who te not afraid to fight even when hie life ia in 
danger. 


Mustafa lea Yunie Dudin wae born in Hebron in 1917 to one of the leading families in 
the Judea region. Hie father, who wae mayor of Hebron, had sent him to the Arab 
College in Jerusalem. Upon graduation Mustafa became active in the rural associations 
in the Mount Hebron area. In 1947, in relation to his work in the associations, he 
found himeelf at odde with Glubb Pasha, the commander in chief of the Arab Legion. 
In April 1949, when he realized Glubb wae getting tough with him, he left the Weat 
Bank and went to Egypt ae a political exile. He epent 7 years in the Gaga Strip, 

as a senior officer of the Egyptian military government, and in the mid-fifties, 
when Nasser became president, Dudin went to Cairo to become a special adviser on 
Palestinian mattere at the office of the Egyptian president. In 1963 Dudin was sent 
from Cairo back to the Gaga Strip for a sensitive post in the Egyptian government, 
which remains unclear to this day. 


After 4 years, in ‘967, Dudin uprooted again and went to Amman. Here he was 
appointed assistant director of the cooperative unions. Abu Sharif wae at the time 
close to King Husayn, and some say Dudin was supportive of the king during his 
difficult period, in September 1970. Two months later, by the king's direct order, 
Dudin was appointed a minister of social and labor matters in the Jordanian govern- 
ment. As a cabinet member, the king asked him to organize the Arab National Unity 
Party, the sole political party in the Hashemite kingdom. This shows to what an 
extent the king relied on Dudin. When he left the government in 1972 he was 
appointed to the Jordanian senate and became director general of the Arab Unity 
Party (which wae established to give the king's rule sole legitimacy). 


During all those years, while Dudin was close to the king, he was under attack by 
his political enemies, members of the radical PLO camp. His unconditional support 
of the king who fought the Palestinian terrorists, made him a traitor in the eyes 
of his people. His enemies, who did not enjoy his success in the Jordanian system, 
said he was a token Palestinian for the king. Dudin remained loyal to the king and 
showed unusual restraint. He Listened to the attacks and clenched his teeth. He 
did not let himsel! be dragged into public debates with his vocal enemies. His 
behavior did not escape the king. In 1975, he was appointed ambassador to Kuvait. 
He served for 1 year and then came back to the West Bank which he left 27 years 
earlier. 


Attacks 


Upon return to Mount Hebron Dudin began the fourth period of his life. After long 
years of public activity in pre-1948 West Bank, in Egypt and in Jordan, he was 

back where his public career started. During the early months in Hebron, while 
rebuilding his personal life, he found out there was a great polarization among the 
West Bank residents, including the residents of Mount Hebron. Militant pro-PLO 
elements and communist activites had turned the West Bank into an arena. Dudin was 
not able to sit back. While living in Dura, in the heart of the rural area of Mount 
Hebron, he saw how radical and communist elements were agitating among the rural 
population. 
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Of the 800,000 residenta of the Weet Bank, three-quarters are farmers. Because of 
their atruggle to exiet and the neglect of the government during decades, thie 
clase ia culturally and politically underdeveloped. Thie fact has made those masses 
a prime target for the communiete and the PLO. Dudin, member of a rural family, 
could not remain eilent when he saw the rural masses being incited. As one who wae 
never particularly fond of the PLO or the communiete, he felt it was hie task to 
protect the masses of farmera. 


Dudin, who te well vers d in the Jordanian law in the Weat Bank, realized immediately 
that the [eraeli military government followed that law both in letter and in spirit. 
According to this law, the government works with and helps only those bodies which 
have an accountable municipal statue, namely, the towne. The many villages, in 
which hundrede of thousands of farmere of shallow political awarenesa live, the 
villages where farmers are engaged in economical struggle, could not develop and 
could net be aseisted by the military government because they did not have an 
accountable municipal etatus. Thie gave Dudin the idea to establish an association 
which would represent the villages, which would start rural councils, which would 
act as liaison between the masses of farmere and the government, and would bring 
progress and development to the dozens of emall and large villages in the Mount 
Hebron area. 


This idea took shape in Abu Sharif's mind for several months and was refined during 
many consultations with leaders who shared his views. In spring 1977, Mustafa Dudin 
presented the military government with an official request. The government officials 
checked it thoroughly. A year later Abu Sharif was given permission to establish 
the association of the Hebron area villages. By law, the association was not 

allowed to engage in any political activities. It was to serve as liaison between 
the military government and the villages in Mount Hebron, and help develop the 
villages and assist ite residents. 


The association is headed by Mustafa Dudin, assisted by an administrative council 
of 17 members. The council supervises a technical~-professional committee made up 
of volunteer « perts. The committee studies the various projects and makes 
recommendations. Since it started working in summer 1978, it has put into effect 
pr jects adding up to more than 120 million pounds in the villages in the Mount 
Hebron area. 


Since the day it started, the association has come under attack by the heads of 
the radical camp in the territories. The pro-PLO mayors who consider themselves 
the elected officials of the people and the rightful representatives, thought the 
assoctation would reduce their influence in Mount Hebron. The mayor realized that 
the masses of farmers would support whoever would bring then water, electricity, 
roads, infirmaries, schools etc., which they did not provide in the past and did 
not intend to provide in the future. 


Fahd Kawaema, Karim Kalaf, Muhammad Hasan Milhim and their friends, began to visit 
the villages in the Hebron area more often than ever before. They tried to convince 
che villagers not to support the association and its head, Mustafa Dudin. The Arab 
press which is funded by sources on the other side of the river covered at length 
the mayors’ visits to the villages, and denounced Dudin at the same time. The 
battle between the pro-PLO extremists and Dudin, who opposes the PLO, was conducted 
on the backs and souls of the farm masses. 
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Dudin's opponents started an all-out campaign defamation, They argued that the 
association of the Hebron area villages wae intended to give Dudin power and to 
weaken their position, They presented Dudin as a traitor, a collaborator who works 
with the Zionist enemy. “hey kept referring to him as a quisling. At the Bethlehem 
University convention, some of the mayore called fo, “tearing to pieces all the 
Dudine and the Hugnadars, those who collaborate with the Ieraelia." These statemente 
prepared the ground for an attempt on hie life. Dudin could feel hie enemies, the 
PLO supporters, breathing down hie neck, The threate intensified and became danger~- 
ous. In late 1977, while being interviewed by Dutch television in Jerusalem, his 
car tires were slashed, During the past 2 years, on three different occasions 
explosives were put in his car and next to hia association offices, and he barely 
eacaped death. 


The fierce chase after his head forced him to take great precaution, But it did not 
make him retreat from his solid positions and views. He has shied away from the 
media, but when he was interviewed he would denounce the PLO's terror. He kept 
advocating direct dialog between the two nations in order to find the right solution 
which would ensure coexistence. He kept insisting that between the Jordan and the 
sea there could not be a PLO state. As he knew how auch such statement woule 

enrage the PLO activists, he proceeded with great caution. It is said that for a 
year and a half now he has not gone anywhere without bodyguards. 


Political Motivation 


Abu Sharif, a middle height man, heavy set, graying, ie not easy to interview. He 
chooses his words, as if to make sure nothing he says is open to misinterpretat ion 
on either side of the Jordan. He prefers veiled statements which would not arouse 
his enemies. He sits for a long time in his easychair, deep in thought. His dark 
eyes keep moving incessantly and betray hie feelings. He speaks quietly, somewhat 
hoarse, making it hard to follow hia. 


He keeps a distance from his listener. Creates an atmposphere of coolness and 
propriety. He is said to be without a sense of humor and hard to talk to and to 
befriend. Both his friends and his enemies admit he has an analytical mind which 
helps him keep ahead of events. “He tells you what he thinks, even when you don't 
like to hear it," one of his acquaintances says. 


As it turns out, although he is not anxious to expose himself, he does not spare 
his words. He criticizes the lack of Israeli policy in the territories and says 

it makes it difficult for both sides, the residents as well as the military govern- 
ment. He thinks one of Israel's worst mistakes was having failed to cultivate a 
local leadership in the territories. If Israel had cultivated such leadership in 
the early years, he points out, they could serve today as an alternative for the 
PLO and the chances of a solution would have been much greater. 


Dudin maintains that one of the main reasons for the lack of an Israeli policy was 
the leadership of Moshe Dayan. "We suffer to this day from Dayan's mistaken 
policy,” Dudin argues. “Anyone who has eyes knows what it is like today in the 
territories, who heads the cities and what the bodies which work here are like. 
All of this is the result of misunderstanding and misconception.” As for Dayan's 
latest suggestion to start the autonomy unilaterally, Dudin says: "This is not a 
serious suggestion since it is not not based on careful thinking. Whoever puts 
our affairs in the hands of the present mayors in the West Bank, is inviting 
destruction. I am convinced the solution must be arrived at through dialog, 
mutual understanding, and careful thought, and not by shooting from the hip. No, 
Dayan's suggestion is only experimental thought, unaware of the real situation in 
the territories at this time." 56 








Abu Sharif believes moat of the Weat Bank residents want a real peace and national 
coexistence. He maintaine that the exietence of extremista within the two nations 
only apoila the relations between the leraeli Jews and the Palestinian Arabs. A 
decisive action on the part of the authorities vis-a-vis the extremiste on both 
sides will create a good atmosphere of understanding, in hie opinion. He believes 
in a political solution and expects a decisive political action after the elections 
in Ierael. 


He tries to stay away from a political discussion. "I am not at thie point a 
political person," he explains. "I head the association of the villages in the 
Hebron area, and the association ie not political.” He keeps stressing that 
although he hae yeare of political activity, he is not given to speeches and state~ 
mente, but to doing. He believes that the humane work of the association is proof 
positive of hie total loyalty to his people, and will contribute to a better 
future. 


His opponents do not accept thie premise. "He is a highly motivated man politically," 
one of the activiste of the Committee for National Steering, an enemy of Dudin, 
explains. He cannot accept hie retirement from politics. After being for decades 
in the center of events, he cannot eit quietly at home. The whole idea of the 
association is a clever move to get around the elected leaders in the West Bank. He 
hates the PLO because of ite armed struggle. He hates the communists and considers 
them a bunch of anarchists who look to make trouble. He does not like the work of 
the Committee for National Steering. He sees these bodies as serving the dangerous 
current of the Rejectioniet Front. On the other hand, the association of the Hebron 
area villages who he started 2 ad 1/2 years he has turned into a tool in the 
hands of the so-called moderate camp, of which he is one of the main leaders in the 
West Bank. Although I do not agree with him, I must say he is quite clever." 


Dudin does not accept this interpretation, nor does he agree that the association 

he heads is intended to present and lend power to his views. "The association was 
established at the initiative of a few people. I did not do it alone. It was set 
up to help the viilagers whom no one helped for years. It was not started to give 
me a power base for political activity as my detractors claim." He prefers not to 
praise himself too much. He would rather let his actions speak for him. 


One of his relatives adds: “By establishing the association of the Mount Hebron 
villages, Abu Sharif burned several bridges in Jordan. Does a persor who looks out 
for himself burn bridges which took years to build? Besides, anyone who talks 
against Abu Sharif should visit some of the villages in Mount Hebron. In only 2 
years the association has built nine schools, paved roads in eight villages, 

brought electricity to five villages and solved the water problem in seven villages. 
Don't these projects, which cost tens of millions of pounds, not to mention the 
ones yet to be completed, speak for themselves?" 


Dudin's success and these vast projects which were completed in such a short time 
do not impress his rivals. On the contrary, they give them pause. The fact that 
the military government gives grants, loans and permits to bring funds from abroad 
for the association so-eagily is to them proof that Dudin is close to the govern- 
ment. Dudin and his friends deny such allegations. "The fact that we engage 

in humane activity and not in politics is well known. When they gave uc a grant 
and saw that we used it to build a school or an infirmary they realized that the 
money is used for the purpose we had requested it for," the association spokesman 
explains. “Next time, when we ask for a loan or a grant, they won't make it 
difficult for us. This is the whole thing in a nutshell.” 
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Meanwhile Muetafa Dudin, the man who stands for the association, prefers to keep a 
low profile. He does not want to draw any fire to himself. He knows that all the 
association activiate as well as the village heada who turn to him for help are 
under great pressure. It is an open secret that the PLO has labelled the association 
enemy, and thie fact does not make life easy for him. But Dudin, who has been 
through a great deal in his 63 years, tries to keep calm. He is loyal to his 
principles and eure of his just cause. He ie determined to go on doing whatever is 
necessary for his people, even though hie way is at odda with those who operate out 
of Beirut, Damascus or Libya. Ase an effective doer, he does the maximum. He makes 
sure ae much a8 poseible not to let the threate on his life interfere with hie work 
for the association and with his goals. As one who has been frequently in the midet 
of crises he sees hie isolation as yet another trial he has to contend with. 
Naturally optimistic, he is sure thie time too hie reason will prevail against his 
opponents's emotional ism. 


Dudin, who wae close to | last Shaykh Muhammad Ali al-Jabri; Dudin, who supported 
President Sadat's peace | ‘ative, is an outcast in the West Bank. Although many 
follow carefully his move: od identify with his principles, hardly anyone supports 
him openly. In Jordan too he turned several leaders against him. Unlike other 
public figures, who readily receive money from the common PLO-Jordanian fund, he 
hae to fight for every dinar. The pro-Palestinian charity organizations, mostly 
American, active in the West Bank, turn their backs on him and do not help him, 
despite the fact that he devotes all his time and energy to humane activities. 


Dudin's success has strengthened his position in the Hebron area. The villages and 
the village heads, who hesitated to turn to him in the past, are doing it now more 

freely. He believes history will remember him as someone who helped his people no 

less than those who resort to arms and shed blood. 
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ISRAEL 


CURTAILMENT OF TANK PRODUCTION PREDICTED 
Tel Aviv © JAK in Hebrew 24 Dec 80 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Yona Shimshi, military editor of DAVAR: "Deputy Defense Minister: 
The Scope of the ‘Chariot’ Production will be Affected; Project ‘Lavi' will 
Cont inue"] 


[Text] The current framework and activities of the IDF will not be affected. 


In light of the defense budget summation for the coming year, the scope of produc- 
tion of the "Chariot" tank will be affected during the 1982 budgetary year. The 
development of the project for the "Lavi" plane will continue. The cuts in man- 
power in the regular army and in the civilian organization of the defense ministry 
will take place in the course of the entire budgetary year rather than all at once 
and will involve approximately 8000 men. The scope and current activities of the 
IDF will be affected but not development and acquisition. Deputy Defense Minister 
MK Mordecai Tzipori told all this at a meeting with military correspondents. 


The deputy minister invited the military correspondents to a press conference 
after he learr d chat a briefing was set up for newsmen with the financial advisor 
of the defense department, Brigadier General Tzvi Shur. Following the press con- 
ference with the deputy defense minister, the meeting with the financial advisor 
was canceled. 


Tzipori said that the defense minister will, in the near future, bring out 
directives for the Defense Department and the IDF in which he will specify which 
areas must not be affected by a budget cut. The directives will also determine 
priorities for the IDF and for the Defense Ministry. According to the directive 
from the prime minister, the Defense Department will work with a budget of 13 
billion shekels, despite the fact that a sum of 15.5 billion shekels is on the 
books. This is because of the fact that it had been agreed that another debate 
would take place to update the budget in October of 1981, and the Defense Ministry 
hopes that it will receive an additional 500 million shekels from the Treasury. 
Tzipori added that it was agreed that income for the Defense Ministry from the 
sale of surplus arms and antiquated equipment would go to the budget for defense 
and would not be returned to the Treasury. It is estimated that by this means 
100 million shekels will be added to the budget for the coming year. 








In anewer to a question, the deputy minister said that if, in the near future, 
transactions are not concluded for the sale of the "Kfir," continued production 

of this plane in the air industry will be in jeopardy. Along with that, he 
expressed hope that the production of the executive plane, "Westwind," would be 
increased. In answer to another question, the deputy defense minister said that 
it would be hard to live with a reduced defense budget but that the IDF's strength 
would not be affected, The argument with the Treasury Department concerning com- 
pensation for the price rises during the current year has not been settled, The 
gap between the two ministries on this subject amounts to about 1.7 billion shekels. 


In the Defense Ministry and in the IDF, they have already begun to develop more 
detailed proposals concerning the agreed upon budget, especially in the areas 
where there will be serious cuts. Ome of these concerns is effective manpower. 


9348 
CSO: 4805 





ISRAEL 


TREASURY PROPOSES PARTIAL FREEZE ON PRICES, HIRING 
Proposed 1981 Budget Released 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 17 Dec 80 pp 1, 2 


[First of two related articles, this one by Yosef Priel, DAVAR editor: "The 
Proposed Budget Amounting to 91.7 Billion Shekels Includes: Discharge of 20,000 
Workers, Rise in the Cost of Oil and of Basic Necessities") 


[Text] The Treasury is proposing that the surplus value in January be cancelled 
in exchange for a partial freeze on prices. The system of children's allowances 
and unemployment wages will be changed. 


The budget proposal for the coming year given yesterday by Treasury Minister Yigal 
Hurvitz for the approval of the government calls for the discharge of 10,800 public 
service workers in the coming year and an additional 8,000 workers from the Defense 
Department. 


The budget, which amounts to 91.7 billion shekels, includes the following programs 
and decisions’ 


The Treasury proposes to limit the local defense expenditures from 159.5 billion 
shekels to 15 billion shekels by reducing the active succession of powers, by the 
sale of antiquated equipment, the cut-off of weapons in the framework of the 
regular system and by bringing in equipment to emergency warehouses. The 
Treasury proposes to examine the retirement system of the IDF in relation to this 
curtailment and to improve its potential strength of exports. 


In the realm of price and subsidy policies, the Treasury proposes not to continue 
a subsidy for oil in the coming year, and to reduce the subsidy on water prices. 
Treasury thinks that in the future, only bread and public transportation should 
continue to be subsidized while subsidies for the other basic commodities should 
continue to be reduced. According to the proposal, price supports for frozen 
chickens, which reaches 5 shekels/kg at present, will soon be stopped. 


The Treasury Department proposes three alternatives for wage policy. All of them 
would involve non-payment of the 21.6 percent cost-of-living increase for January. 
The Treasury suggests several possibilities--a package deal with the Histadrut in 
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exchange for which prices will be frozen and many products brought under control, 
or the extreme approach of one-sided legislation which would prevent the additional 
payment, As of April, the Treasury proposes to change the system of payment of the 
cost-of-living increase according to an agreement with the Histadrut and the 
employers. 


In the area of education services and relief, he proposes a cut of 800 million 
shekels. With regard to the budgets of local governments (although there was an 
error in the budget he proposed and this cut does not exist), the Treasury pro- 
poses ‘hat the governments carry out projects with great efficiency which will 
bring »° ut a decrease in their expenses for services. Among these activities 
are /ic)aded: increasing the numbers of students in regular classes and reducing 
the + » dard number of teaching hours, reducing the number of workers in the 
welf; offices, closing about 300 beds in the hospitals, reducing the range of 
education services which go beyond what is demanded legally, such as youth homes, 
clubs, athletic and cultural activities, adult education and continuing education, 
employment of psychologists and [cavantim] in the schools. 


Change in the system of updating the allowances for children, changes in unemploy- 
ment insurance, and the delay in legislating a state pension at 4 savings to the 
Treasury of 700 million shekels. 


In sections of the budget, the Treasury proposes increasing the budget of the 
police by 160 million shekels as part of the “tirosh” (new wine) program. The 
entire defense budget will increase by 1.5 billion shekels, particularly by in- 
creasing parts of purchases from other countries, by increasing the part which 
finances the political parties, since this is an election year, and the participa- 
tion of the government in control of broadcasting in order to make possible full 
broadcasts. For unclear reasons, the department of absorption will have 125 
million shekels added to its budget. Subsidy budgets will be reduced by 340 
million shekels. Unprofitable lines of Israel Railway will be closed as support 
for the trains is reduced by one-third. Next year residents of Pibthat Rafiah will 
be paid 730 million shekels in damages, in addition to the 500 million shekels 
paid them this year. 


There will be changes in the system of incentives and credit for exports, and, 
thus, the credit subsidies will increase by 700 million pounds. 


The budget indicates a reduction in the scope of development of the economy by 500 
million shekels, especially by limiting expenses for construction for education and 
housing. 


In addition to this proposed budget, Treasury Minister Yigal Hurvitz brought to the 
attention of the government yesterday an associated economic plan which included 
three alternatives for slowing down inflation. Towards the end of the session, 

the program was taken away from the ministers because of its secrecy. In the pro- 
gram are included Treasury proposals about wage and price policies, impressions of 
the possibility of a package deal with the Histadrut, a reduction in the customs 
tax on durable goods, and proposals for changing the system of encouragement of 
exports and more. As far as we know, the proposal on market value was not dis- 
cussed nor was the raising of taxes. 
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The proposale in their entirety will be dealt with tomorrow at 4 special session 
of the economic cabinet, 


Budget for 1981 Compared with 1980 
Tr. Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 17 Dec 80 pp 1, 2 


[Second article==table presented by the Economics editor of DAVAR in Jerusalem: 
"Proposal for the 1981 Budget") 


[Text] The following is the firet publication of the Treasury Department's proposed 
budget for 1981 compared with the up-dated budget of the current year, The sume 
appear in thousands of pounde (the Treasury hae not yet recorded it in shekels). 


Proposed 1981 Budget Updated budget 1980 


Over-al! total 917,000,000 901,000, 000 

Part A: Regular budget 701,500,000 683,500,000 
President of the State 43,000 43,000 
Knerset 495,000 490, 260 
Members of the government 27,000 27,000 
Prime Minister's office 703,000 643,000 
Treasury Mintetry 5,145,000 5,289,000 
Interior 778,000 759,000 
Police 14,833,000 13,156,000 
Ministry of Justice 1,732,000 1,687,000 
Foreign Ministry 3, 200, 000 3,108,000 
Ministry for S.ate visits 550,000 550,000 
Pensions and Compensations 9,400, 000 9,297,000 
Miscellaneous «| vnses 3,964, 000 3,964 ,000 
Funding of ti« political parties 590, 000 153,000 
Defense 292,959,000 278,310,000 
Local governments 27,000,000 26,476,500 
Ministry of Education and Culture 51,280,000 54,935,000 
Higher education 16,150,000 12,779,000 
Ministry of Religion 1,985,000 2,139,250 
Ministry of Labor and Social Betterment 34,482,000 32,705,000 
Health Ministry 16, 787,000 17, 306,000 
Benefits for the disabled 2,986,000 3,201,000 
Participation in broadcasting 1,000,000 603,000 
Ministry of Construction and Housing 1,900,000 1,949,000 
Ministry of Immigrant Absorption 3,250,000 2,030,000 
Price supports for basic necessities and 

agricultural product+¢ 13,000,000 16,214,000 
Ministry of Agriculture 2,670,000 2, 760,000 
Damages to Sinai residents 7,300,000 5,010,000 
Ministry of Energy and Infrastructure 380,750 381,730 
Committee for atomic energy 1,114,000 1,114,000 





Minietry of Industry, Commerce and 


Tourtem 1,860,000 1,885,160 
Development of export markets 420,000 496,458 
Miniecry of Traneport 792,000 807,200 
Participation in the railway budget 285,000 387, 700 
Aseistance and refunds for transportation 1,023,000 1,266,000 
Survey department 128,000 156, 200 
Credit subsidy 35,600 , 000 28, 500,000 
Interest paymente 125,000, 000 117,500,000 
Reserves 21, 288,250 35,421,542 


Part B: budget for development and 
capital account 215, 500,000 217,500,000 


Investments in government and 


administration 1,058,000 709,000 
Inveetmente in local authorities 3,000, 000 3,552,000 
Investment in social services 31,543,000 35,845,700 
Agriculture 7,602,000 7,852,000 
Water works 2, 700,000 3,091,910 
Development of textile sources 4,600,000 5,012,000 
Industry, commerce and touriem 21,320,000 21, 369,000 
Transportation 1, 780,000 1,345,000 
Roads 1,350,000 1,682,000 
Various projects 1, 860,000 1, 860,000 
Debt payments 122,000,000 122, 500,000 
Reserves for development expenses 10,227,000 6,221,390 
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ISRAEL 


STRIKES THREATENED IN MANY SECTORS 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 19 Jan 81 p 6 
[Article: "Series of Strikes in Ierael.") 


[Text] Tel Aviv--The Arab Press--The Ieraeli government will make a final decision 
in the next few days on the Israeli company “El Al." Observers expect that the 
government will yield to the closing of the company, due to continuous strikes by 
the workers. 


Workers of the "El Al" company demanded that the Israeli labor court issue a warn- 
ing decision against the company administration for ite taking outrageous actions 
against the company's workers. 


Workers of the Public Israeli Electric Company are threatening to strike if the 
company management does not abide by the work agreement which it concluded with the 
workers a year ago. The agreement referred to provides for an improvement of the 
work conditions and an increase in salaries in the company. It is expected that 
the workers will co on strike this week. 


The Israeli Broedcasting Administration has decided to shut down two Israeli broad- 
casting stations due to a strike by broadcasting technicians. Since yesterday 
evening two broadcasts have stopped and they are two of the major broadcasts in 
Israel. 


Israeli broadcasting technicians are demanding an improvement in wotk conditions and 
an increase in pay. 


Nine thousand workers of Israeli diamond companies are threatening a general strike 
during the coming week if the diamond companies do not retract their decision for 
a work layoff. 


Likewise, the Israeli diamond workers’ union, which comprises 9,000 workers, demand- 
ed an improvement in working conditions, and that pay be indexed to inflation and 
an improvement in the quality of the raw diamonds which they process in Israeli 
factories. They also demanded the creation of a fair solution to the laying off of 
500 workers in the diamond plants in Jerusalem a month ago. 








The head of the workere’ league in the offices of the Mintetry of Health and various 
clinics in lerael, sent an urgent wire to the leraeli minister of Health threaten- 
ing atrikes by all the workere in the Ieraeli government clinica if the government 
did not meet the workers demands of an improvement in their working conditions and 
an increase in pay. The lIeraeli Minietry of Defense will lay off 4,000 workets 
from defense industries in the coming weeks. 


All leraeli laboratory workers questioned the decision of the leraeli labor court 
which called for the workers to return to their places of work. 


In another respect, microbiological and biochemical workers threaten a general 
atrike if the Ieraeli labor court does not investigate ite demands by 6 February. 


The president of the public teachers’ League in Israel stated that the state of the 
teachers in Ierael ie that of the calm before the etorm and if the Israeli govern- 
ment does not execute the recommendations of the "“Etzyoni" committee in the near 
future there will surely be a atrike by 150,000 teachers and a million students in 
lerael. 


Hundreds of workers at the (Tabur) factory in the Ieraeli city of 'Afula engaged in 
a sit-in inside the factory last Friday in protest of their not being sent their 
December pay. The strike in that factory still continues in protest of the work 
layoff and low wages in the factory. 


The president of the Israeli engineers’ union cautioned against a general strike if 
the Israeli government does not investigate the demands of the engineers and in- 
crease their pay in following the recommendations of the Etzyoni committee to which 
the Israeli government agreed. 


Economic observers in Israel sum up the present situation as a time bomb for the 
Israeli economy. 
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ISRAEL 


CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY UNEMPLOYMENT 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 14 Dec 80 p 8 
[Editorial: "Unemployment Among Construction Workers Increases" |) 


[Text] Despite the slowdown in construction work in Be'er Sheva, approximately 
3000 Arab workers are working in the capitol of the Negev as compared to 2200 
Jewish workers. In the Construction Workers Union in the workers’ council in 
Be'er Sheva, they are saying that the “situation is grave." At most construction 
sites, finish work is being done rather than new construction. 


When we asked how we are to understand the large numbers of Arab workers from the 
territories in local construction, despite the fact that it used to be that such 
workers would be engaged in simple work that “the Jews did not want to do," we 
received a completely different explanation this time. It is true, we were told 
by the Union of Construction Workers, that finish work mostly involves specialized 
skills. But still there is no reason to be shocked at the large numbers of workers 
from the territories. The reason is “simple.” Over the years, the workers from 
the territories have learned specialized construction skills. By now they control 
the areas of + astering, floor laying and are doing more of the moulding. Since 
these workers are making bide that the Jews are not used to offering--especially 
those who pay their full share of taxes--contractors prefer the low bids which 
assure them greater profits. 


At the moment, there is no solution to this phenomenon even though the situation 
is serious. It appears that when unemployment among construction workers who live 
in Be'er Sheva becomes severe enough, they will be forced to take steps to assure 
themselves a livelihood in their own home towns over those coming from the terri- 


tories. 
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1 SRAEL 


LEVINSON'S PROSPECTS AS FINANCE MINISTER VIEWED 
Tel Aviv YEDL'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 19 Dec 80 p 7 


[Article by Bina Barzel: "Will Ya'aqov Levinson Serve as Finance Minister in the 
Peres Government?) 


[vext] The lot has fallen in the Labor Party and Shim'on Peres is apparently the 

man who will form the next government of Israel. It is still early to ask what the 
composition of his government will be, but it is already clear that there will be 
heavy fighting for the portfolio that will be the most important in the next govern- | 
ment--that of finance minister. 


Until now it was assumed that Peres wanted Ya'aqov Levinson for the job. Levinson's 
place in the Peres government was considered sure not because of his political back- 
ing in the party, which is not so strong, but because of his capabilities, about 
which there is no dissent. 


But recently doubts have been raised as to whether Levinson's place in the Peres gov- 
ernment is really assured. One of the signs leading to this speculation was the 
assertion by MK Uzi Bar'am that Peres had offered him tie job. 


What has raised doubts recently as to Levinson's prospects is contained in a docu- 
ment which which he transmitted to Peres. From the contents it appears that the 
conditions which Levinson lays down for accepting the job are such that Peres would 
find difficult to live with. The document which Levinson submitted is composed of 
two parts: the one is an economic analysis of the state of the economy, and the 
second, suggestions for the restoration of the economy and the way in which the 
government should function on this topic. 


In the first part Levinson is strongly critical of Hurvitz and his theories and, 
among other things, avers that the only success which Hurvitz attributes to himself, 
the growth in exports, is imaginary. What has given Peres second thoughts is not, 
apparently, the economic analysis and also not the suggestions for a solution but 
the manner in which the government should function in the area of economics. 


Levinson reviews the restoration of the German economy after the war and notes that 
Chancellor Adenauer granted special authority to the finance minister at the time, 

Erhard, which enabled him to achieve his objectives. Levinson's demand is for zero 
base budgeting, in which every minister must detail the paragraphs which make up 
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hie budget and justify them--not on the basie of past expenditures but on the basis 
of an updated analysis. Levinson would have, according to his proposal, the author- 
ity to accept or reject thie or that paragraph and to determ’/ne the framework o 

the budget without appeal. 


The demands contained in Levinson's document are more than of an organizational na- 
ture, and thy are likely to concentrate in his hands more political power and auth- 
ority than any minister of the State of Ierael ever had before. There are those 

who say that when Peres saw the document, he was stunned and claimed that the party 
would not agree that such authority be given to one government minister. Levinson 

on the other hand was not ready to give in and said that he does not want to be a 
“second Hurvitz." One of Levinson's close associates even said jokingly that Levin- 
son's ability to get the job done is unquestione! and that he “managed a dairy larger 
than Venus's fruit basket" [sic]. 


This is the background as to why Levinson is no longer mentioned as the definite 
choice for finance minister in the Peres government, and there is talk that con- 
tacts are now being made with other candidates for the job. 
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ISRAEL 


JERICHO BUDGET, PROJECTS EXAMINED 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'R in Arabic 7 Jan 81 p 2 


(Article: "Municipality of Jericho Is Being Asked To Prepare Unusual 
Balance Sheet for the Military Government" | 


[Text] ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Sawiti, the mayor of Jericho has announced that 
the deputy officer of the interior visited the municipality last week. 
Al-Sawiti said that the deputy had asked him to prepare an unusual 
balance sheet and an appendix of the municipality's expenses during the 
previous period. The [municipal] council has carried out those requests. 


Aside from that, al-Sawiti said that the municipality has decided to 
implement the following projects. Their expenses are as follows: 


* Completing the inside work on the secondary school at a cost of 114,000 
Jordanian pounds. 


* Canals for irrigation water: 20,000 Jordanian pounds. 


* Paving and preparing the mixture for re-surfacing some streets and 
sidewalks: 28,000 Jordanian pounds. 


* Sidewalks: 9,000 pounds. 


* Excavating the valley and purchasing a cement mixer: 3,000 Jordanian 
pounds. 


* Purchasing garbage vehicles: 2,000 Jordanian pounds. 

The total amounts to 176,000 Jordanian pounds. It is known that the pre- 
sent total in the municipality's account in the Arab Bank of Amman is 
199,000 Jordanian pounds. 


Thus, the balance will meet the costs of labor wages and other services. 
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ISRAEL 


TREATMENT OF JERICHO'S COMMERCIAL, AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS OUTLINED 
Jerusalem AL~SHA'B in Arabic 16 Jan 81 p 2 


[Report on Interview with President of Arab Chamber of Commerce in 
Jericho by Sami Ruru; in Jericho; Date not Given: "Problems and Treatment 
of Jericho's Commercial and Agricultural Problems" |] 


[Text] Sami Ruru, our correspondent in Jericho, interviewed the presi- 
dent of the Arab Chamber of Commerce in Jericho. [He asked him] about 
the problems of the city and the means of treat!/ng those problems so as 
to serve the merchants, the farmers and the residents of the city. The 
interview began with a discussion of the deplorable commercial situation 
Jericho is experiencing. Makki said, "Before 1967 the population of the 
city was about 100,000 persons, but it is now no more than 15,000. Thus 
you see that commercial activity is at a standstill." 


Makki went on to say that the number of merchants who were members of the 
chamber did not exceed 165. 


Regarding he commercial situation in the city Makki said that Jericho 
was experiencing a bad situation because of the small number of mer- 
chants, on the one hand, and because the police was harrassing the mer- 
chants of al-Mafriq, on the other. Policemen are issuing fines against 
the merchants for the most trivial reasons. 


The fact that merchants have to pay excessive taxes, and especially the 
added value tax, is unbearable as a result of the deteriorating com- 
mercial situation. 


To remedy this situation Makki said, "The chamber has requested loans 
from Amman in an effort to save the situation. It also sent a delegation 
to Amman last year to look into the matter. The chamber also sent a memo- 
randum to that effect 3 months ago, but so far it has not received a 
reply. 


"In addition, the chamber has asked the responsible agencies more than 
once to investigate the fines that have been issued for the most trivial 
reasons and to reconsider the imposition of the added value tax." 
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Makki said that the agricultural situation was bad "because vegetable 
prices are much lower when compared to last year's prices and sales [have 
declined] when compared to the status of the Jordanian pound 6 months 
ago." He added that there was a loss no matter what the profit was. 


On the other hand the prices of the farmer's basic living needs have 
tripled over what they were last year. 


As far as the tourist situation is concerned, Makki said that the city 
lacked hotels for tourists and that the tourist who visited the archeo- 
logical sites in the city did not stop in the city at all. 
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ISRAEL 


— 


GONFLICT LOOMING BETWEEN WEST BANK SETTLERS, GOVERNMENT 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 16 Jan 81 p 6 
[Article: "Civil War in Israel 1s Inevitable in Next Few Months" | 


[Text | What will happen when the Labor party assumes power? It is almost 
certain that a civil war will break out between the constitutional govern- 
ment and the Gush Emunim settlers on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 


No word has yet been leaked about this matter to the communications 
media; no television debates in which generals and Israeli political 
experts participate have been held; and no Israeli newspapers have dealc 
with this matter in analytical articles. 


However, everybody is talking about this subject with extreme caution 

and behind closed doors. The subject is brought up with gravity in all 
the serious discussions with the principal figures of the Israeli govern- 
ment. In mv d‘scussions with senior Israeli military men, | was surprised 
by their ~ actical method of dealing with the matter. 


There is a consensus in governmental and civilian Israeli circles that 
a civil war of this kind is inevitable. It is the question of the timing 
and magnitude of this war that is still pending. 


The Labor Party will assume power as it sets up a banner on which is 
written the Jordanian option or withdrawal from the [occupied] areas. 


The fact of the matter is that withdrawal from the [occupied] areas sig- 
nifies that vast areas of Arab land that are controlled by the Israeli 
army will be annexed to Israel along with a few slight changes. This 

is in addition to the Golan Heights, the Jordan Valley, the hills of 
Hebron, the coast of the Dead Sea and south Gaza Strip. One can add to 
those areas "unified" Jerusalem and its suburbs. What is also intended 
here is to annex specific areas in the region of (Qalqdyliyah), Tulkrum, * 
Janin and [the area] along the Green Strip. 


This map leaves the principal regions in the West Bank--Nablus, Ramallah 
and Hebron--subject to negotiations with Jordan. 








It would be difficult to predict how matters would develop after Shimon 
Perez becomes the head of the Israeli government. There are several possi- 
bilities: 


* Direct or indirect talks could begin with King Husayn for the return 
of some areas. 


* An interim solution [could be devised] so that King Husayn would bring 
back his policemen and his civil servants to the population centers. 


* The Jordanian flag may be flown beside the Israeli flag in those areas. 


* Certain mandatory powers may be transferred to the Jordanian government 
in the context of the distribution of roles. 


* The settlements in the central regions of the West Bank may be halted, 
not as a concession to Jordan, but rather as a direct result of the Labor 
Party's proposal. 


* The autonomy talks may be pushed [forward] by going beyond the 
positions of the Likud. In all these possibilities there is a common 
denominator. The settlers on the West Bank will see this as a declaration 
of war against them and against the very existence of their settlements. 


The first question that comes to mind is when? 


It will be the men of Gush Emunim who will take the initiative; they 
are the ones who will set the date. They may wait until the measures 

of the new government ripen. Some of them will advise that haste would 
make waste because the Labor party is controlled by hawks, and thus a 
settlement will remain confined to words. King Husayn will reject the 
well-known [Jordanian] option at the present time and nothing will come 
of this matter. It is therefore wise to wait a while until the wave of 
anger recedes. The Gush Emunim men, who believe the opposite, will coun- 
ter [that argument] and will advocate an immediate strike "as long as 
our forces are on our side. The first step that we will take is to open 
a front with the government." 


If the first course preponderates, war will break out when the time for 
an agreement with Jordan or Egypt draws near. 


But if the second course preponderates, the battle will happen shortly 
after the Labor party assumes power. The Gush Emunim men will establish 
illegal settlements, and the Israeli government will either have to 
remove them or yield to them. 


There is only one way the Labor party can avoid this war. After it 
assumes power, it will have to announce that the purpose of its political 
proposal was to win support in the world and in [other] countries, but 
that it is in fact determined to continue without any changes the land 
annexation policy that the Likud party had begun. 
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What would be the magnitude of the dispute if one were to break out? 
lt is difficult to answer this question in advance. 


There are many people who tend to believe chat the Gush Emunim settle- 
ments on the West Bank are recreational villages similar to those which 
the Russ'an kaiser had built to show his affection to his beloved, 
Catherine LI. 


But this belief is erroneous and dangerous because it has no basis of 
truth. Erik Sharon established many rural and urban communities in the 
heart of the West Bank and made chem an existing reality. 


There are people in those settlements who have strong motivations. Of 
some prominence among those are the newcomers from the United States who 
imagine themselves to be living in the wild west. Like Jewish cowboys, 
they came to this country to hunt ani to break barriers. Living beside 
them are newcomers from the Soviet Union who turned from Bolshevism to 
Zionism. Those men feel that they are playing the role of messengers, and 
they believe that there is ® big camp backing them up. They believe 
that their culture and their ideology gives them the right to oppose all 
the forces and to fight the traitors and those who would sell Israel. 


Those people have large quantities of weapons which, at that time, the 
forces of (Ha'natzel Le'Hai) had not been abale [to amass]. 


Under the protection of Refa'el Litan these settlements became part 

of the Israeli army. They constitute independent and trained units that 
are equipped with good materiel in the context of a broad defense. These 
settlements would be of no "value" in a regular war, but they would be 
strong in a civil war. 


In case c. a crisis, each settlement would be turned into an independent 
camp that would defend its own existence. We would see thousands of 

Jewish supporters coming from everywhere [in the world] to support the 
settlers against the Israeli army. The people would be divided into two 
parties; the army would be divided into two; and there would be civil war. 


‘All this and more] unless Perez changes his mind about the Labor party's 
proposal. And that is one of the possibilities. 
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ISRAEL 


LOCAL COUNCILS FIGHT DEMOLITION OF HOMES 
Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 14 Jan 81 pp 1, 5 
[Article: "Arab Local Councils Approve Program To Oppose Home Demolition Policy"] 


[Text] The Congress of Arab Local Councils and Popular Authorities was held on 
Saturday, 10/1/1981 in al-Nasirah, the capital of Hebron under the banner of the 
unity of the rank of struggle and from the premise of national responsibility and 
insistence on our rights in our lands and in our homelands. The conference was con- 
vened to look into the questions of organization and construction among the Arabs. 

A decision was made to oppose the high-handed policy of demolishing homes with a firm 
unity and an indefatigable popular struggle until the authorities take their sinful 
hands off Arab homes and lands and stop carrying out their crimes and racist policies 
against the Arab masses. 


The congress condemned the demolition policy and refuted the allegations made by the 
authorities that the Arabs were violating the law and not respecting it. The congress 
proved that it was the ministry of the interior that was violating the law. 


As was stated in the study that was presented to the congress by Engineer Ramiz 
Jarayisi, the acting mayor of al-Nasirah and the chairman of the local organization 
committee in it, item number 62 of the 1965 Construction Law requires the district 
organization committees, which are affiliated with the ministry of interior, to 
prepare skeleton maps for all the housing communities in the country within 3 years-- 
that is, until 1968. These maps were to be approved 1 year after their submission, 
and if they were not approved, they were to be transferred to the regional organ- 
ization committee for its approval within another year. Thus by 1970 the ministry 
had to approve the skeleton maps for all the Arab villages that had practically 

no local organization committees. But the ministry violated the laws and did not 
approve the skeleton maps. This is what the authorities are using as an excuse to 
carry out the criminal demolition of homes. The congress decided to call upon the 
local Arab authorities and to invite them to take the ministry to court for violating 
the law. 


The congress also decided to ask the Ministry of the Interior to keep the promise 
of its director general, Haim Kubarski. He promised he would declare a general 
amnesty for all the homes whose demolition had been determined; he would withdraw 
all legal proceedings; he would issue permits for these homes; he would compensate 
the owners of the demolished homes; he would expand construction areas for cities 
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and Arab villages; and he would approve skeleton mapa that are consistent with the 
population growth of those cities and villages and with the prospects of their de- 
velopment, The congreas decided to establish local organization committees in every 
village whose population was 10,000 persona or more and a similar committee for every 
group Of small adjacent villages. The congress decided to adhere to the principle 
that no building was to be torn down without the approval and the authorization of 
the local au.hority., The congress also decided to ask the Iaraeli Land Authority 

to offer the necessary areas of the state's land to Arab villages and cities according 
to their contruction needs and to ask the ministry of housing to implement housing 
projects and offer aid to solve the housing shortage among the Arabs. The congress 
decided to ask the duly authorized authorities [to allow] citizens’ representatives 
to participate in the Hebron Development Council at a rate proportionate to thei: 
numbers in that area, 


The congress adopted the resolutions of the Presidents’ Committee at its meeting in 
Tamarah on 22/12/1980 and especially the decision to organize a demonstration in 

front of the Knesset next April if these requests are not met. The conferees de- 
nounced the demolition of Arab homes in Tamarah, in Dayr Hanna and in other locations. 
They decided to authorize the Presidents’ Committee to implement the aforementioned 
decisions and to take other appropriate measures. They called upon the Arab masses 
and all the reasonable Jewish democratic forces to use all the legal means that are 
possible to fight the policy of demolishing and strangling Arab villages. This is 

the poltey that tears down the bridges of understanding and friendship between the 


two peoples. 


with its broad representation, with its decisions and with the words of its speakers 
the congress was yet another step to strengthen the unity of our Arab masses in their 
opposition to the high-handed policy of demolition and racial discrimination. Par- 
ticipating in the congress were representatives of the Popular Committee for the 
Democratic Struggle and for Abolishing the Order to Prohibit the Congress of the 
Arab “Masses; rep esentatives of the Regional Committee for Defending Arab Lands; 
representativ of the Druze Initiative Committee; and representatives of the 

lslamic Initiative Committee in Haifa. There were 23 mayors and local councils, 
representing the local authorities, that participated in the congress as well as 

more than LOO members of a local authority representing 52 Arab cities and villages. 
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TSRAEL 


DECLINE LIN TOURISM REPORTED 
Tel Aviv HA'AR! ‘2 in Hebrew 24 Dec 80 p 5 


[Article by Arnon Ben Nahum, HA'ARETZ editor for touriem: "“Shiff Complains about 
the Decline in the Number of Tourists this year in Israel") 


[Text] He proposes the establishment of a fund for the prevention of a drop in 
incoming tourism. 


In order to prevent a decline in tourism during the 1981/82 season, a joing fund 
should be established between the government and tourist organizations in Israel 
totaling at least $20 million devoted to a project for sales promotion and adver- 
tising outside of Isreel. Mr Haim Shiff, president of the network of hotels, said 
this at a press conference in Tel Aviv. 


A third of the fund would be supplied by the government and two-thirds by the 
tourism forces. This proposal is included in a memorandum which Mr Shiff sent 
to the minister of Industry, Commerce and Tourism which outlined the basic 
elements for reviving the tourist economy. 


Growth of the Movement 


Mr Shiff said that he met with Minister Patt about the subject of the establish- 
ment of the fund. Minister Patt sees this proposal as a serious and purposeful 
one, and he promised to conduct an internal debate about it. 


According to Mr Shiff, if the proposal were put into effect, tourism in the coming 
season could increase by 20 percent and provide 1,200,000 tourists as compared to 
less than a million tourists estimated for this past year (that is, a drop of 
about 10 percent compared to 1979). Mr Shiff pointed out that despite the fact 
that till this year there was an increase in the annual number of tourists, there 
has been a decrease in foreign currency income from tourisn. 


He proposed calling for price reductions in all the tourist services in Israel 
while keeping a close watch on those announced prices. He called upon the hotel- 
keepers to lower their existing prices by 25 percent for 1981. "El Al will also 
have to lower its prices and travel agents will have to be satisfied with lower 
commissions," he said. In addition, the costs of tourist services must be closely 
supervised, especially the minimum price, in order to prevent uncontrolled competi- 
tion. 
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Reasons for Uncontrolled Competition 


This uncontrolled competition developed, according to him, because of the 

scarcity of tourlatea in the hotels, The hotelkeepers are fighting each other over 
every tourist arriving in Israel. This expresses icteelf at times in a drop of 50 
percent from the official rate. This competition affectsa the level of services 
for the touriet, and he does not alwaye benefit from the discount since the travel 
agent outeide Israel grabs most of it for himself. 


Mr Shiff said that the hotelkeepers pay $18-30 per tourist to the travel agencies 
outeide of Lerael so that they will send tourlsete to them rather than their 
competitors in Ierael, This money remains in the hands of the travel agent out- 
side Israel. 


in summing up the vear 1980 in the network of hotels, Shiff said that the average 
oceupaney rate in the eight network hotels varted from 5 to 70 percent, depending 
on the advance activities and advertising done by the network on its own outside 
[erael, He said that as of March 1981, the network will run charter flights from 
the U.S. which will bring in about 200 tourists each week to Israel. 


Mr Shift indleated that the network is setting up an additional thousand hotel 
rooms in Israel, including in Eilat, in Sodom and in Haifa. 
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ISRAEL 


CLTRUS CULTIVATION PROBLEMS IN GAZA DISCUSSED 
Kuwait AL=-RA'Y AL-~'AMM in Arabic 1 Jan 81 p 16 


[Article: "Letter to AL-RA'Y AL='AMM (rom the Gaga Strip: the Citrus 
Fruits an the Gaga Strip Are Threatened with Destruction; Three Arab 
and Lecaeli Agencies Are Trying to Extirpate Them") 


[Text | One of the people coming from the occupied Gaza Strip brought 

to AL=-RA'Y AL~'AMM a report that was prepared by the Association of 
Citrus Producers in the Gata Strip. The report discusses the prevailing 
conditions in the strip and the suffering which the Palestinian farmer is 
enduring under the Israeli occupation which is doing everything to force 
the native son to leave the land by creating difficulties for him, 
especially since agriculture is the only means of support for the resi- 
dents of the strip. The text of the report which was issued on the 24th 
of this month [sic] follows. 


The citrus fruits of the Gaza Strip, which represent the national wealth 
and the economic prop of the strip are set on a fast course towards 
extinction. Recently the trees of scores of plantations were uprooted. 
Other plantations have been totally neglected, and trees have withered 
and turned into firewood after they had been verdant and blooming. It is 
now customary .o see some of these plantations on both sides of the prin- 
cipal road that runs through the strip from Bayt Hanun in the north to 
Rafah in the south. 


The ‘Amir Project, which is adjacent to the sea and which cost the 
citizens much effort and money, is almost a miracle that demonstrates 

the willpower of the Palestinian people who changed the soil of the 

area from an arid, sandy soil to a clay soil where orange and lemor trees 
and other citrus fruits can grow. This project which used up tremendous 
amounts of money earned by our young expatriates who worked abroad and 
which also exhausted the efforts of those who reclaime’ and cultivated 
the land until it became a green paradise with a plentiful production, is 
now being threatened with extinction. Today we see that trees in some of 
the plantations have been uprooted, and others are about to be. Some 
people expect one third of the plantations of the ‘Amir project to be 
destroyed during the coming year, 1981, as long as the situation remains 
as it is now. 





The disappearance of this principal Gaga Strip resource and its course 
towards extinction its caused by three agencies who are not closely con- 
nected but who are working separately to exterminate this national wealth. 


1. The occupation authority has prevented and ‘8 preventing exporters 
from exporting the citrus fruits of the strip co the markets of western 
Furope which have been che traditional markets for citrus fruits. The 
occupation authority has kept those markets for its own citrus fruits, 
and it has placed restrictions on producers by fixing the quantities 

of water for irrigation and by fining producers for using additional 
quantities. The occupation authority prohibited the cultivation of new 
trees and has not helped producers. It does not give them adequate loans 
ducing the year at a reasonable interest rate. tt offers insufficient 
loans at an excessively high cate of interest, which together with the 
commissions, amounts to approximately 100 percent. Many producers have 
refrained from applying for loans despite the fact that they need them. 


2. Our Arab nation and the Arab states that import citrus fruits are 
showing no real interest in helping the people of the strip withstand 
[this situation] and preserve the strip's principal and basic resource by 
purchasing these fruits which, unfortunately, are selling poorly after 
the loss of the Iranian market. Iran used to purchase large quantities of 
citrus fruits directly from the exporters in the strip. Sometimes these 
quantities amounted to 80,000 tons a year. Iran used to pay a good price 
tor these fruits that helped the residents of the strip maintain their 
orchards in a flourishing state and, accordingly, withstand [the 
situation] in fact and not in words. It is also very unfortunate that no 
Arab state has come forward to take Iran's place and to import the citrus 
fruits. 


What is painful is that an Arab country--this is the Arab country whose 
valuable de the people of the strip appreciate and are grateful tor-- 
that for a long time helped the people of the strip by treasuring their 
citrus fruits, purchasing some of them for consumption and facilitating 
their sales despite the excesses of some Arab countries that used to 
advocate not importing the products of the occupied land has recently 
sold some citrus fruits to an Arab country that imports citrus fruits 

at good prices, and it has asked the merchants of the strip to compete in 
a bid to reduce prices to sell hat quantity. They were thus making the 
situation worse. What hurts the residents of the strip in general and the 
producers in particular even more is what they hear on the media of our 
Arab brothers abroad who claim that they are concerned about the people 
of the occupied land and that they are interested in helping them with- 
stand (the situation!. They are talking about decisions to allocate mil- 
lions or rather billions of dollars at a time when the strip's wealth, 
the backbone of its people's steadfastness is being destroyed, and they 
are paying no attention to that despite all the appeals and the cries for 
help. 


4’. The third agency is represented by the producers themselves. This 











may seem strange because the producers--and they do have an excuse~--have 
suffered a great deal from the tremendous expenses they incur with these 
high prices. A gallon of diesel fuel, for example, costs 500 pounds, and 
a ton of synthetic fertilizer costs 16,000 pounds. All the other numerous 
various expenses are comparably expensive. This is besides che efforts 
that are made to cultivate and maintain the plantation. Then, at the 
beginning of the harvest season, the result is that the producers find it 
difficult to sell their crop, and they encounter exploitation and loss. 
Today citrus fruits are considered absolutely the least expensive and the 
cheapest commodity on the market. Therefore, many people have thought of 
petting rid of this exhausting burden by ingoring the plantation and 
letting it become dry or uprooting the trees and utilizing the land 
either by dividing it and selling it as lots for the construction of 
homes, since the strip which is overcrowded with homes needs more 
housing; utilizing it in other agriculture; or leaving it untended to 
avoid loss. 


The communist bloc, for example, forces its countries to import citrus 
fruits from Cuba whose citrus fruits are of the worst kind. But our Arab 
countries which are continuously making statements about supporting our 
people in the occupied land, are importing foreign citrus fruits even 

from South Africa. They are assuming this position of not heeding what 
happens to the strip's wealth and to the source of its people's steadfast- 
ness. 


May God have mercy on Hafiz Lbrahim whose statement we hope will not 
apply to us. 


This is a nation whose strength has been weakened 
By its hatred for its own people and its love for strangers. 


We pray that God will create unity in the hearts of our nation, and its 
leaders and that He will take care of us with His mercy and His 
protection. 


Hashim ‘Ata al-Shawwa 
President of the Association of Citrus Fruit Growers in the Gaza Strip 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


ARAB LABOR STATISTICS--It was learned from statistics of the Israeli central 
statistics office that the number of Arab laborers from the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip came to 74,000 laborers in the last quarter of 1980 in Israel. An 8 percent 
decrease occurred in the number of Arab laborers in Israel as compared to the third 
quarter of 1980, due to the wide-spread unemployment in Israel. The number of 
laborers in Israel from the West Bank came to 38,300 laborers and 36,000 from the 
Gaza Strip, most of them working in construction. [Text] [Jerusalem AL~SHA'B in 
Arabic 14 Jan 81 p 6] 9785 


ROBOTS FOR MILITARY INDUSTRIES--Tel Aviv--Israeli military dispatches reported that 
Israeli military industries will soon begin to use robots in areas which involve a 
danger to tealth and safety, with the goal of reducing casualties from the handling 
of explosives. The reports added that Israe!i military industries will be the first 
to employ robots of this type. The robot was developed at the Israeli Industrial 
Research and Development Center with the aim of advancing the entry of the indus- 
tries into the era of production using dvanced technology based upon the computer. 
It is noted that the use of the robot will enable precision activities and activi- 
ties requiring a great amount of power to be carried out. [Text] [Jerusalem AL- 
SHA'B in Arab’ i Jan 81 p 2] 9785 


SHORTAGE OF ISRAELI POLICE--Tel Aviv--The Israeli inspector general for policy, Arya 
Iftisan, who was recently appointed as a replacement for Herstel Shafir who was 
dismissed by the Minister of tne Interior Yosef Burg, said that his police will not 
be able to fight the steadily increasing crime rate in Israel if the government 

does not immediately allocate additional funds for the police system. He added 

that the sharp increase in the crime rate makes the police incapable of fighting 
this. He said that he will establish plan "Terush" to fight crime in Israel, which 
was created by Shafir. Iftisan said that in order to create what he -alled a 
feeling of security among the Israeli people, which would require effective cooper- 
ation between Israelis and the police, an increase in the presence of policy patrols 
in the streets is required, a matter which requires the government to be convinced 
of the necessity for a large policy force. [Text] [Jerusalem AL-SHA'B in Arabic 

15 Jan 81 p 2) 9785 


LOSS OF PILOTS TO EMIGRATION--Tel Aviv--The deputy minister of Defense, Mordehhavy 


Tzipouri confirmed, in answering the question of Knesset member Ora (Ger), that 
there is no doubt that among the emigrants from Israel are pilots from the Israeli 
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Air Force. Tzipori disclosed that these pilots return to Israel once each year to 
go out on operational sorties, It was mentioned in Ora (Ger) questioning that 
Israeli pilots from the air force have emigrated in a counter-exodus after they 
failed to create jobs for them. Doctor Moshe Secron, head of the central statistics 
office, said at a meeting of the Knesset's emigration and study councii the day be— 
fore yesterday that the number of emigrants from Israel reached about 300,000. In 
another vein, central statistics office sources reported that a decrease of 40 
percent has occurred in the number of new immigrants to Israel in 1980 from the 
previous year. The number of immigrants in 1980 came to 21,000. [Text] [Jerusalem 
AL-SHA'B in Arabic 1 Jan 81 pp 1, 5] 9785 


ARAB UNEMPLOYMENT--The unemployment crisis in the development towns in the valleys 
and in northern Israel has hardly touched the Arab population in those areas. The 
reason is that most minority peoples are engaged in menial labor which the Jewish 
population stays away from, despite the increasing unemployment. The prime 
minister's office for Arab affairs informed the [TIM news agency that whenever a 
minority member does not find work he or she returns to the village to help in 

farm work, since Arab farming needs working hands. It was added that there is a 
shortage of jobs in white color professions. Many university graduates fail to find 
work in their chosen field but are willing to do less respectable work, such as 


teaching, working for income tax etc. [Text] [Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 21 Jan 81 
p 6) 9565 


PROTEST ON ACADEMIC FREEDOM--The Student Council of Bir Zayt has issued 


an appeal to all the democratic, progressive and peace-loving forces 
in Israel and to all those who champion academic freedom to forr solida- 
rity committees with the universities and the institutes of hisher lear- 


ning in the occupied Arab territories to ensure the freedom 0° education 
and the right of every person to get an education. In its apreal the 
council expressed its hope that this question will not fall on deaf ears 
and that it will recieve the necessary attention. [Text! | Jerusalem 
AL-SHA'B in Arabic 19 jan 81 p 2} 8592 


CSO: 4802 


84 











JORDAN 


ME'IR KAHANE SAID TO BE CIA AGENT 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 1 Jan 81 p 18 
[Article by Mustafa Darwish: "Racist Dreams of Rabbi Me'ir Kahane"! 


[Text] The release--or rather the pardoning--of racist Rabbi Me'ir Kahane by 
Menachem Begin himself in his capacity as Zionist minister of defense possesses 

a special significance which prompts me to write about the matter and its con- 
nection with Menachem Begin--particularly since Kahane's pardoning conincides with 
the return of the mayors of Nabulus and Ramallah to their towns to resume their 
activities in the service of their people. Who is Me'ir Kahane and why has he 
provoked such a media outcry in the Zionist entity both inside and outside occupied 
Palestine? Why was he imprisoned by executive order and why has he been released 
at this particular time? 


Mr'ir Kahane is a 50-year-old Zionist rabbi who possesses dual citizenship 
(American and Israeli). He is an agent of the American CIA and possibly other 
intelligence organizations, as well. He and Menachem Begin were both prominent 
members of the fascist Jewish movement called the (Bitar) movement, which was 
formed prior to WW II. A decade ago Kahane formed the Jewish Defense League, an 
organization composed (according to the description of a Jew who once belonged to 
the league) of failing students, drug addicts, and individuals with mental and 
physical handicaps incurred during WW II. The organization reached the peak of its 
terrorist activity in the occupied areas shortly after the war of June 1967. Me'ir 
Kahane's stated aim was to make his organization the spearhead in his war for the 
Jewish settlements in the Wert Bank. He does not believe that the organization 

has caused enough problems up to this point. 


More than 6 months ago, the Israeli security organizations discovered that Me'ir 
Kahane was planning to blow up the blessed al-Aqsa M -sque and had been gathering 
explosives for this purpose atop a religious schooi near the mosque. He was aided 
by some soldiers in the Zionist army and a number of school ©’ .ents For this 
Kahane was placed under administrative arrest and the exp.osives were seized. 
Menachem Begin signed the order reluctantly and after hesitation only because of 
pressure from security circles. 


Upon his release from prison some 2 weeks ago, the first statement Kahane made in 
a lecture at Tel Aviv University was that he wished it had been his followers who 
had attempted to assassinate the two mayors and that he condoned this action and 
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considered it a courageous act. In a lecture before the students of Be'er Sheva 
University, he stated that the failure to blow up the al-Aqsa Mosque in 1967 had 
been a fatal mistake. He is the author of the theory that all Arabs in occupied 
Palestine should be gathered together, put into trucks, and transported out of the 
country across the bridges. This is the theory for which he was released from 
prison to pursue and implement. Since his release he has continuously called for 
the launchir , of campaigns of terrorism to uproot the Arab citizens from the 
occupied lands by all possible means. 


This is Me'ir Kahane, and there are many others just like him throughout occupied 
Palestine, which groans under the vehemence of their racism, hatred, and mental 
complexes. However, Kahane differs from all his images in that he voices his 
racist ideas with shameless candor. 
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JORDAN 


BRIEFS 


HEBREW LANGUAGE ON BEER CANS--We have received the following reply from the 
Ministry of Finance, Customs, to an item published by AL-RA'Y last Monday regarding 
British beer cans of the Guiness brand bearing printed words in the Hebrew language. 
We publish the reply without comment: "News item published on the front page of 
the newspaper AL-RA'Y on 5 January 1981 regarding cans of British-made beer one of 
which contained printed words in the Hebrew language. I would like to offer the 
following clarification: This ministry has prior information regarding this 
matter, having been informed by the security authorities of five cans of beer of 
the aforementioned type in the possession of a certain citizen. Upon investiga- 
tion of the matter, it was disclosed that these cans had been found in a case 
containing 24 cans purchased by the citizen from a certain commercial establishment. 
No other cans of this description were discovered. A thorough examination of the 
stocks of the importer showed that he had imported a consignment of this brand of 
beer in 1978. Secondly, the company which manufactures this brand was placed 

under observation as of 13 October 1980 based on the request of the main israel 
Boycott Office on the suspicion that it had relations with the Zionist entity. 
Thirdly, immediately .ollowing this the necessary measures were taken to investi- 
gate the company in accordance with the principles of the Arab boycott of Israel 
and all customs stations were instructed to monitor their imports thoroughly. 

{Text [Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 8 Jan 81 pp 1, 15] 8591 


OIL PROSPECTING AGREEMENT SIGNED--A seismic surveying agreement was signed at the 
Natural Resources Authority yesterday between the authority and a French company. 
In accordance with this agreement, the French company will conduct a detailed 
seismic survey for the purpose of exploring for oil in the areas of al-Azraq, 
al-Sirhan, al-Rayshah, al-Jafr, the Jordan Valley, and the north of the kingdom. 
Potential sites for the drilling of exploratory wells will be determined on the 
basis of this survey. The implementation of this project will take 6 months, 
beginning next April and ending in October. The cost of the project is estimated 
at near 1.25 million Jordanian dinars. The agreement was signed on behalf of the 
autuority by Engineer Yusuf al-Namri, the authority's general director. Signing 
for the French company was the deputy director of the company's Middle and Far 
East office. Present at the signing were the director and engineers of the 
authority's Energy Resources Department and the trade consul at the French Embassy 
in Amman. [Text] [Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 6 Jan 81 pp 1, 15) 8591 
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KUWAIT 


GOVERNMENT LOAN MADE TO HELP OUT PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 11 Jan 81 p 5 
[Article: "Government Loans 4 Million Dinars to Pharmaceutical Company") 


[Text] An amiri decree pertaining to Law No. 2 of 1981, which allows the government 
to make a loan to the Pharmaceutical Industries Company, has been published in the 
Official Gazette. 


The decree, which is based on a proposal by the finance minister and has been 
approved by the cabinet, makes the following provisions. 


Article One: The government is hereby authorized to make a loan of 4 million 
Kuwaiti dinars to the Pharmaceutical Industries Company (a Kuwaiti joint stock 
company) for a period not exceeding 10 years at 3 percent interest per annum. 


Article Two: The sum referred to in the previous article will be taken from the 
state's general reserves. 


Article Three: The finance minister is to implement this law, which will be 
effective from the date it is issued. It will be published in the Official 
Gazette. (The decree was issued last Tuesday.) 


The explanatory note for the law, which was also published in the Official Gazette, 
is as follows. 


"The Pharmaceutical Industries Company was founded by a decree issued on 13 August 
1975. It was established for the purpose of producing and manufacturing medicines, 
dealing in the raw materials used in the manufacture of medicines, manufacturing 
aud dealing in bathroom tiles ayJ porcelain and ceramic cooking utensils, importing 
and exporting raw matcrials necded for these industries, and importing and dealing 
in the machines and equipment needed for the manufacture of medicines. 


"Since the company is facing some financial problems, it asked the governnent for 

a 4 million dinar loan to solve these problems. Since the sums allocated for loans 
to Kuwaiti companies have been used up, the accompanying law was drawn up so as to 
allow the government to make the requested loan, on the condition that it ve taken 
from the state's general reserve funds." 
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LEBANON 


PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH SYRIA, ARMY ROLE 
London AL=HAWADITH in Arabic 16 Jan 81 pp 12-14 


[Interview with Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan by Ibrahim al-Birjawi: 
"AL-HAWADITH Interviews the Baker's Son Who Became Prime Minister; 
al-Wazzan Says, ‘The Present Situation of the Army Is not Sound; There 
Are Decisions Regarding the Leadership That Have Not Been Announced; 
Palestinian Excesses Still Exist, but Control Is Increasing' "| 


[Text] Resignation is not the solution to confront the 
dispute between the chief figures of the administration. 
The prime minister's office was undermined when prime 
ministers preferred their personal interests. 


It is being said in Beirut that the relationship between President lLlyas 
Sarkis and the former prime minister, Salim al-Huss was one of profes- 
sional accord but that his relationship with the present prime minister, 
Shafiq al-Wazzan is one of natural accord. As he told AL-HAWADITH, 
al-Wazzan is proud of the fact that he is "the son of a baker and one of 
the sons of the toiling people." In this respect he resembles lLlyas 
Sarkis, “the son of a carpenter and one of the sons of the toiling 
people." 


Al-Wazzan does not have a leading position in politics similar to that of 
Salam, al-Yafi, Karami or al-Sulh, but he does have the support of 
notable members of the middle class, some intellectuals and the poor 
people in al-Bastah. It is for this reason that he is called the prime 
minister of al-Bastah, in view of the importance of this historical area 
to the national mainstream. This popular origin is not the only simi- 
larity between the prime minister and the president; that is, they are 
the first leaders who do not come from the class of well-known families. 
In fact their relationship to the Shihabi course was such that al-Wazzan 
took sides with the Deuxieme Bureau against Sa'ib Salam when he accepted 
[the responsibility of |] the ministry of justice. Nevertheless, Sa'ib 
Salam wept when the member of his [parliamentary] program, Shafiq 
2'-Wazzan, lost in the parliamentary elections in 1964. 


Prime Minister al-Wazzan relies on this similarity in origin, in loyalty 
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and in habits between him and the president when he thinks about his 
government remaining in office till the end of the term, and especially 
after he won the blessing of Syria and the National Movement following 
his well-known position to boycott the Amman summit. It is only President 
Sarkis who knows how al-Wazzan came to be prime minister. In this regard 
it is being said that Syrian sources had proposed three names to Presi- 
dent Sarkis and that the name of al-Wazzan was not among them. Sarkis 
declined these names; he came up with three other names; and the name of 
al-Wazzan was among them. He was accepted because, as some of those who 
work with him say, his policy is inspired by the name of his family. He 
"balances" matters well, without letting them lean towards this side or 
the other. 


Bur Shafiq al-Wazzan rebuked AL-HAWADITH for its weekly article entitled, 
"The Two Absent Deputies," which was published after he won the con- 
fidence [of the Chamber of Deputies]. "1, the son of a baker, am proud of 
the fact that | got here. | am surprised by the campaigns that some 
people are waging against me; I thought they would support and help me." 
With this statement spoken in a hoarse voice because of a bad cold he 
had had, the prime minister began his interview with AL-HAWADLTH. He 
added, "You made a statement which meant that matters had suddenly been 
made easy for my government, and it was given the mandate. Where is the 
truth in that statement? My government was born after difficult labor 
pains that began last July after the resignation of al-Huss. Charging 
Taqiy al-Di» al-Sulh with forming a government was an episode in this 
series of labor pains. At any rate I am kind-hearted like most of the 
people of this nation. You have no idea how happy 1 was when Prime Minis- 
ter Rashid Karami came to my house and met Prime Minister Sa'ib Salam by 
accident. [He came to my house] despite the campaign he had launched 
against me and the obstacles he had at first placed before me and my 
government. At any rate, 1 welcome AL-HAWADITH." 


To cool the atmosphere 1 told him my story with the taxi driver. I had 
asked the taxi driver to take me to the house of the prime minister in 
al-RBastah, but he drove [instead] towards al-Dawhah. When I expressed my 
surprise he told me, "Prime Minister al-Huss Lives in al-Dawhah and not 
in al-Bastah." 


Prime Minister al-Wazzan laughed and said, "The fact is that Prime Minis- 
ter al-iluss is very fortunate. I have been engaged in the public field 
and in political activity for 30 years. Nevertheless, many people were 
surpriseu when IL became prime minister; they thought this was too much 
for me. Prime Minister al-Huss was prime minister for 4 years even though 
he nad come to national political action suddeniy without having done any 
[political work] in advance and without having any handicaps." 


This interview was cr ducted in three stages becarse according to the 
prime minister, he was engaged in "confronting cre problems Muslims were 
having with each other; the problems Muslims were havine with Christians; 
the prob.ems Christians were having with Palestinians and Syrians; and 
the daily and regular matters of che administration." 











‘Ouestion| Following the stery about your comment on the statement of 

the French Ministry of Poreian Affairs on the events of Zahiah, it was 
said that your situation had become similar to that of former Prime “inise 
ter Dr aleHuss,. That position had forced his resignation. What does your 
excelleney think about that statement’ 


[Anewer) Some of the scheners wanted to make a noisy and a clamorous 
issue out of the comment | made on the statement of the French Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. Many people exploited it for numerous reasons which 
were sometimes parallel and other times contradictory. But [it is a fact | 
that what is artificially blown up reverts to its normal size when the 
blowing up stops. As things settled down, the matter of ‘my]) commentary 
became merely a problem of commentary especially after my position became 
clear to everyone. Sut if you are referring with your question to [the 
uproar) that was created around the comprehensive authority of the prime 
minister, this too was a case of something that was curiously blown up. 
There is no dispute whatsoever sbout this matter. The prime minister is 
the one who oversees all the ministries, and his authority is comprehen- 
sive. Ne speaks for the cabinet as a whole in general and for each 
ministry separately in particular, whether this be in front of the 
Chamber of Deputies when the government is being questioned about some- 
thing that pertains to it in general or to one of the ministries in par- 
ticular. The prime minister also speaks for the cabinet in any other 
general or specific field. The authorities of the minister, however, are 
confined to his ministry, and he cannot in matters of importance exercise 
these authorities unless he has a full understanding and an agreement 
with the cabinet as a whole and with the prime minister in particular. in 
other worde, [the minister] executes the policy of his government in his 
ministry. 


My position on everything that followed the comment that you have already 
referred to grew out of this definition. tinder any circumstances | am 

not in a position where 1 could be induced even to think of resigning 
because there are no incentives for me to do so. Fven if we were to 

accept the existence of incentives for the sake of argument, I have heid 
on 80 long to the weapon of the principle and the position, that resig- 
nation is not one of the means | have in my inventory of methods of treat- 
ment or confrontation when chat is required. 


‘Question| What about the relationship with Syria in the Light of your 
recent meeting with officials in Damascus and the fact that a summit 
meeting between the two countries is about to be held?’ 


[Anewer!) Our relationship with our sister, Syria, does not need much 
explanation and scrutiny. Our ties with the Syrians are deep-rooted hir- 
torical and moral ties that serve our mutual interests. The fact of the 
matter is that anything good chat happens to Lebanon affects Syria some- 
what, and the opposite is true. Anything bad that happens to it also 
affects Syria, and the opposite is true. This view |of the situation! was 
clear, end it was accepted in my recent meeting with President Hafiz 
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al-Assad and the remaining Syrian officials. lt was through the proper- 
tions and the facets of this picture chat the atmosphere of the negotia- 
tions was extremely positive i. sfeas. One of its positive features 
is that a Lebanese-Syrian summit conference has been expedited and a date 
will be fimed for it a8 soon a8 possible. 


Our close relationship with our sister, Syria, is strategic in nature. 
We have noted this relationship in our cabinet statement and in all our 
prociai 4 positions on thie regard. This is a matter in which all the 
Lebanese people concur. 


[Question] Previous Syrian-Lebanese summits have never ended with 
written reports and agreements. Consequently, the implementation of any- 
thing that was agreed to during those meetings never saw the light of 
day. Do you believe that any future summit will follow the same pattern, 
or do you favor making clear agreements and settling matters that are 
perding becween the two countries in a decisive manner’ 


|Anewer |) Repardiess of the precision and accuracy of that statement, 

it is an accepted fact that Lebanese-Syrian relations have been and will 
always be above the level of official minutes and reports. As | mentioned 
earlier, these relations have historical roots, and they are relations 
between two countries that are twins. 


At any rate, if we were to accept the accuracy of what was mentioned 

in your statement, it is because there were difficulties in more than 

one incentive that prevented the application of previous summit agree- 
ments. Recause of the rush of events and because circumstances and posi- 
tiors are changing unexpectedly on the local, Arab and international 
scenes, a future summit conference will take into consideration what the 
previous resc'utions were, what is prescribed by existing circumstances 
and what * e region in general and Lebanon and Syria in particular antici- 
pate in happenings and events. Under any circumstances, it is merely the 
constant effort to approve, coordinate and strengthen Lebanese-Syrian 
cooperation and mutual assistance that does in itself represent a minimum 
of success. Itt keeps relations between the two countries in a positive 
context, and it clears the air from the foulness of unexpected events, 
interconnected plots and negative developments that are forced on us by 
those who have explosive objectives. At any rate everyone is striving so 
that the next Syrian-Lebanese summit would have enough positive factors 
to ensure its utmost success and to express the hopes of the two frater- 
nal nations. 


‘Question ] You visited Damascus, and you met with Syrian officials. 
What about your meeting with the Resistance, and when will you meet with 
Abu ‘Ammar’ 


[Answer!] We are extending our hands to all, especially the brothers 
whose conditions are related to ours because of circumstances. It is 
in our mutual interest to work in a balanced and coordinated way that is 











ba® 4 on adopting the legitimate demands of the Palestinian people who 
ere fighting from Lebanon and based on the Palest nian brothers’ respect 
or the principles of their presence on the land of this host country. 
‘hese are the principles that were set by several agreements. The Cairo 
/greement with its addenda is one of those agreements. No one can ask 
Lebanon to do more than it has done to prove its mutual assistance and 
its support for the primary cause of the Arabs. In this regard Lebanon's 
generosity has been unlimited and its support for the Palestinians has 
been unparalleled by any other Arab nation. In fulfilling this duty 
willingly, Lebanon is not boasting or being gracious. ‘nh this regard 
Lebanon's only request is that the giving be reciprocated through the 
mutual implementation of promises and agreements. 


My meeting with brother Abu ‘Ammar depends on the circumstance and the 
occasion. 


[Question] When will you meet with President Sham'un and with al-Shaykh 
Pierre al-Jumayyil’? te this part of your program for the accord’ 


[Anewer! As | stated, we are extending our hand to all the people, and 
we are taking advantage of the smallest opportunity [to establish] the 
accord. We are convinced that the circumstances, the conditions and the 
basic factors for the accord are not yet sufficiently available. As soon 
as the minimum conditions are available and as soon as indications of 
that become evident to us, we will strive in oll directions to achieve 
that accord. Just a6 today we are making quiet efforts for the accord in 
the hope that these efforts will help direct the feuding movements 
towards the accord, we will not hesitate tomorrow to bring all the people 
together and to meet with afl of them so we can achieve what is required 
of us by our loyalty to this homeland and the unity of its soil, its 
citizens and its institutions. It is our duty to reunite, to unify our 
ranks and to rebuild on the basis of the principles of accord that were 
adopted by al! the Lebanese leaders. 


[Ouestion] 1 interviewed you before the bloody events of 1975. At that 
time you did anticipate what happened, and I recall that you recognized 
the existence of Palestinian excesses. Do you find that these excesses 
are still taking place’ 


[Anewer! Our faith in the Palestinian cause is unlimited. It is our 
cause. it is on this basis that Lebanon gave this cause more than any 
other agency. In this regard, Lebanon makes continuous daily offerings 
that are mixed with the blood of its citizens in the south and elsewhere. 
On this basis when we make any statement on anything that pertains to 
this question, we do so with truth, sincerity and concern for the cause 
and its revolution. 


Although the Lebanese events that were unleashed on the scene in 1975 
were the result of a broad range, international conspiracy that was 
imposed on both the Lebanese and the Palestinians, this conspiracy did 














take advantage of local circumstances and incidents among which are those 
that grew out of the inter-Lebanese relations and ties and the various 
positive as well as negative ramifications of Lebanese-Palestinian rela- 
tions. Among those, excesses did occur, and they did produce negative 
conditions, 


As 1 have already mentioned, Lebanon on its part, is tied to the 
Palestinian brothers by agreements and charters that should be binding on 
all. Any violation of these agreements would be construed as inordinate- 
ness that would undoubtedly have negative effects on the situation as a 
whole. 


Regarding the excesses that occur on a daily and a personal basis, we 

are well aware that when these occur, they only embarrass the Palestinian 
leaders because they create negative reactions with the Lebanese people. 
We also know that the Palestinian leaders are serious in their attempts 
to control them. We hope that they will multiply their efforte in this 
regard in the manner we have recently sensed: they are beginning to con- 
trol matters, especially in the western section of Beirut. 


[Question] Wow do you see the accord? Do you have any comments on the 
principles of accord that were proclaimed by the president’ 


[Answer]! The accord goes beyond the rank of comprehensive national 
security; it is an urgent basic need whose achievement the homeland is 
avaiting so that ite affairs can be straitened out and it can begin its 
course towards ‘ restoring) a normal life. Any neglect in [the effort to) 
push the wheels of accord forward, despite all the obstacles and the 
potholes that may be on the way goes beyond being a dereliction [of 
duty]; it is a crime against the homeland--and that is the case whether 
the derelict cerson was in a responsible position or not. As long a6 a 
person har the ability to push forward and the energy to give in this 
regard and refrains from doing so, ‘he is guilty of a crime against the 
homeland]. 


Regarding the principles of accord that were proclaimed by his excellency 
the president, all the movements and the groups of the Lebanese people 
have already announced their approval of these principles. These are 
basic principles and mainstays whose purpose is to get us out of this 
tragic crisis and rebuild the homeland. I'nder Lebanon's existing circum- 
stances, their achievement is possible and reasonable. ‘They represent | 
one of the things wherein the Lebanese rarely concur, especially after 
these critical events. Hence comes their importance, and hence comes 

the necessity thar all the parties must be serious about adopting them; 
the thoughts they express should not differ from those they keep to them- 
selves, and their actions should not be different from their statements. 


| suppert the principles that President Sarkis proclaimed just as all 
the Lebanese people support then. 











[Question] What do you think about decentralization, confederation, 
federation, partition and the settlement of Palestinians in Lebanon? 


[Anewer! I will begin with partition and state that it has been re jec- 
ted in form and in substance by all the Lebanese. Everyone declared this 
and made it clear in official positions that were announced. 


In their quest to develop their situation and their political system 
after the recent stormy events, the Lebanese people proposed numerous 
solutions among which are political decentralization, administrative 
decentralization, federation and confederation. In my opinion there is 
no doubt that the soundest and he best of these solutions is a deepened 
and a developed administrative decentralization because such a system 
would be more capable of preserving the unity of the soil, the people and 
the institutions of this country. However, any one of the forms that are 
being proposed, including administrative decentralization, may have 
divisive implications and may be made to assume forms that apoear sound 
and innocent even though their ultimate objectives would be to partition 
Lebanon. Therefore, we do in general support any formula for the govern- 
ment and administration that actually and verbally stems from the prin- 
ciple of truly preserving the unity of the land, the people and the 
institutions of this country. Any one of the forms that can truly lead to 
this objective would be acceptable in principle. However, this subject 
must be treated with much care and caution because expanding the defini- 
tion of its contents may have in this situation in particular negative 
meanings and implications. Perhaps if one of these forms had been 
achieved before 1975, that would have been the height of positiveness. 


Regarding the settlement of Palestinians in Lebanon, everyone's opinion 
on that is known. All people are concerned about their homelands, they 
beprudge every inch of their land and they reject any form of sett le- 
ment elsewhere]. Chief among those are the Palestinian brothers. Had 
they accepted the principle of settling in Lebanon or elsewhere, they 
would have pursued a course and a method other than the steadfast 
struggle they have been pursuing ever since the outbreak of their revolu- 
tion. Along with everybody we say no to the settlement of Palestinians in 
Lebanon. 


[Question] Does the fact that the army has gone into ‘Ayn al-Rummanah 
mean that the security plan that has been talked about has begun’? Do 
the Lebanese police and army forces have a role in this plan’? When will 
the question of the markets be solved? 


[Anewer] There is a time for everything. Security is our primary concern 
and preoccupation. Inasmuch as security is achieved, established and 
made permanent, we will have positive evidence that normal life has re- 
turned to the country. The return of the army to ‘Ayn al-Rummanah is 

a significant, positive indication of that. This return was a matter that 
was tied to specific circumstances; when these were realized, the army's 
return co ‘Ay» al-ummanah was implemented without prior announcements, 











without clamor and without blowing horns. There will be other security 
arrangements in more than one place and in more than one area. They will 
all take place and be realized in the same method and in other methods as 
well. | have announced that I have so far not looked into any security 
step; in fact, we are in the process of taking security measures accor- 
ding to the requirements of [our] interests and the availability of 
capabilicies. There is no doubt that we will move on to the subject of 
the plan a8 soon as that is possibile in all areas. 


[Question] What is the story about the army promotions and the promo- 
tions for the officers of ‘fyn al-Rummanah? When will the executive 
decrees for the Army Law be issued? 


[Anewer] Everything that you mentioned in your question is under conside- 
ration and is undergoing sedate and serious preparation. Everything that 
is related to the question of the army--and the question of ‘Ayn 
al-Summanah is one of them-<is being treated responsibly and without the 
publicity and verbal positions thac usually produce more negative reac- 
tions and results than positive reactions and results. Within this con- 
text we are utilizing unannounced treatments because in addition to the 
fact that the law and the military systems require us and every official 
to deal with them in secrecy, this kind of treatment has proven itself 

to be serious and effective. So far, the results that we have achieved 
are satisfactory when compared with their circumstances. The results 

that will soon be forthcoming--and among them is the subject of executive 
decrees--will stem from the premise that there is a time for everything. 
Fverything that is suitable will take place at the suitable time. 


[Question] [former] Prime Minister Salim al-Huss said that the army 
command was not cooperating with hi». Is the army command cooperating 
with you? 


[Answer! Let me refer you to my previous answer and especially what 
pertained to the confidentiality of treatment regarding military sub- 
jects. What I am interested in explaining here is that | am concerned 
about all the declared and undeclared decisions we made regarding che 
army. In this regard, everyone, including the administration and the army 
command, is faced with his responsibility. When the parties proceed from 
the principle of accepting responsibility and yielding to its demands, 
there will be cooperation and harmony regardless of the nature and con- 
sequences of that responsibility and regardless of the persons [| involved! 
and their positions. 


[Question] Prime Minister al-Huss also said that the army reports that 
were submitte’ to the president were not the same reports that were sub- 
mitted to the prime minister. What do you think about that’ 


[Answer! 1 do not have, and I do not believe you have either, any firm 
and truthful information about this subject. At any rate the mutual con- 
fidence, appreciation and cooperation that exist between me and the presi- 
dent ensures that there will be total understanding on all the principal 
questions that are of interest to us. 














[Question] You sent four letters to the army command requesting that 
a scrambling device be sent from the al-ilagimiyah television station 
to the Ministry of Defense where it can be used when Phalangist tele- 
vision broadcasts [its programs]. But the command did not comply with 
your request, and the device is still in its place. lt stands idle 
because the operators of the al-Hagimiyah television station cannot 
operate it because of the Phalangist threat. What do you think about 
that statement’ 


[Answer] We are still within che framework of our previous answers. 
Therefore, 1 refer you to the content of those answers. 


[Question] Ever since it was formed your government has faced many prob- 
lems. The first one was the occupation of Nab’ al-Wageani; then there 
were the events of ‘Ayn al<Rummanah and Zahlah. Do you believe there is a 
planned conspiracy to overthrow your government, and if so, why? 


[Anawer] 1 believe and 1 am absolutely certain that the same conspiracy 
whose spark was lit in 1975 is still ongoing. 1 believe that the "devil" 
who made the schemes and carried them out continues to conspire and that 
he is utilizing all the means and methods to keep conditions explosive 
and enflamed. To achieve his objectives he cares not if the Lebanese fall 
by the hundreds or the thousands or if entire villages and cities become 
the prey of destruction and desolation. He cares not if a government 
falls; the near failure to form that government had come close to hurting 
the symbols of legality and unity that were left in this country, and it 
could have led to a vacuum and further desolation and destruction. 
Coincidences in politics are rare. When we lack this rare quality to such 
an extent and when events accumulate and succeed each other in this 
manner which | mentioned, | am telling you there is a conspiracy against 
the homeland even more so than there is a conspiracy against the adminis- 
tration and the government. 


[Question|) Wow different are you now from Shafiq al-Warzan, the presi- 
dent of the Islamic Council, the member of the Islamic community and the 
former deputy from al-RBastah? 


[Answer! 1. am Shafiq al-Wagzan, the former deputy of a)-Rastah and the 
third district in Beirut. 1 am the president of the Islamic Council and 
a member of the Islamic community. | am all the stances and positions 
that you and everyone know about me--the principles and the objectives | 
called for and strove to achieve. 1 am the same person outside the 
administration that | am in it. At the confidence session 1 admired a 
statement that one of the deputies made. He said he had hoped that I 
would have substituted and summarized the cabinet statement | made by 
telling the chamber, "I am the same person, [with] the same principles, 
the same inclinations and the same demands you know of me. On this basis 
I ask you to give me your confidence.” I hoped that this would have been 
possible in practical and realistic terms. During the few weeks of my 
government's life in this administration and through my own evaluation of 
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my positions and the evaluations of many informed persons, | believe that 
| am proceeding on the same premises and that | am following the same 
course and the same principles [that 1 did before]. God willing 1 will 
continue to do 4o, 


[Question] In your capacity as a member of the Islamic community, do you 
inform tule community about the principal steps of your government before- 
hand? 


[Anewer!] I have been personally charged with the responsibility to 
govern, and it is my responsibility to make judgments and reports. | am 
the one who bears all the positive and the negative consequences and 
reactions of that responsibility. Therefore, my response to your question 
is in the negative. But with the spirit of cooperation that | have and 
with my propensity for the principle of counsel, 1 do undoubtedly contact 
many of my brothers in the Islamic community and in the other active 
circles so that we can exchange opinions, evaluations and views. Coopera- 
tion on the same principles and the same views will inevitably lead to 
the same position even in many of the details. 


[Question] What do you think about the Sunni deputies banding together? 
Do you consider that a threat to your government? 


[Anewer|) 1 prefer not to answer that question. The Lebanese people gave 
me an answer; | won the confidence of the people and that is reinforced 
by the constitutional confidence of the deputies. 


[Question] [Former] prime ministers Salam and Karami have said that 
there were ongoing attempts to undermine the position of the prime 
minister. What do you think about that? 


[Answer] he prime minister's position is undermined when there is comp- 
romise and an unwillingness to assume a suitable position and make a 
suitable decision at the suitable time. The prime minister's position 

is undermined when the prime minister's personal interests override the 
general national interests and when he finds himself sinking into equivo- 
cations, [pursuing | immediate interests and hanging on to the position 

at the expense of hanging on to principles. The prime minister's position 
cannot be undermined unless all this is there. Inasmuch as the public 
interest is preserved and inasmuch as there is the ability to assume 

a position and make a decision, the prime minister's position will have 
the support and reinforcement of everyone. If there are attempts by any 
group to undermine the prime minister's position, these attempts will 
collide with hearts of stl and lasting support. 


[Question] In your treatment of foreign matters and relations with Syria 
how much coordination do you engage in with the godfather of the adminis- 
tration, Fu'ad Butrus? 


[Answer|] The names you choose to use to refer to the minister of foreign 








alftairs are your business. Hut when | anawer your question, | do so withe 
Out agreeing with its premises. Actually, the government is an integrated 
working team. This integration is best manifested in the cooperation 

and coordination that takes place between the prime minister and each 
minister in the area of his ministry. 


On this basis cooperation and coordination between me and the minister 

of foreign affairs is essential. | am giving you this answer so simply 
and so clearly, and again I am not overlooking all [the clamor] that has 
been raised about the authorities of the prime minister and all the non- 
serious and trivial positions that have been taken. | am taking the oppor- 
tunity of this question to affirm an indisputable and an undeniable fact, 
which is, that the authorities of the prime minister are comprehensive. 
hut the same logic has to lead us to the need for all the members of the 
cabinet to cooperate as a working team. Likewise, cooperation and co- 
ordination are necessary between each minister, within the duties of 

his ministry, and the prime minister, within the framework of the govern- 
ment's policy which is outlined in the cabinet statement or in the 
decisions of the Council of Ministers. 


[Question] What do you think about the statement some people are making 
that the army is still a Maronite army? 


[Answer] All that I can say now is that the present condition of the 
army, despite the attempts that have been made to rebuild it, is still 
far from being satisfactory or sound. There is more than one reason [ for 
that] and more than one phenomenon. The events of ‘Ayn al-Rummanah pro- 
vide the best evidence for that. 


The army is one of the chief elements used in building the homeland, 

and especially in the difficult circumstances of the country which we are 
presently experiencing. The army has to be built on patriotic, sound, 
balanced and effective foundations. Consequently, we are insisting on the 
necessity tor expediting the issue of the executive decrees for the new 
Defense Law and completing the construction of the army on that basis. 


[Question] You said in the cabinet statement that your government will 
work as one working team. How can you reconcile this with the contradic- 
tory statements and positions of the ministers? 


[Answer] Despite some of the statements that were brought about by 
extraordinary circumstances and despite the fact that | was surprised 
that some ministers made those statements, the cabinet does prove daily 
through its principal inclinations and actions that it is in fact one 
working and cooperative team. If it were not that, it would have fallen 
a long time ago as a result of the momentous and dangerous events to 
which the country has been subjected ever since this government was 
formed. 


[Question] How do you see relations with the new U.S. administration? 














[Anewer|] We realize the extent of the role that the United States 
plays in the world in general and in the Middle East in particular. 

The Arab world and the Palestinian question--whose condition has been 
linked to Lebanese conditions--as well as Lebanon have endured a great 
deal as a result of previous U.S. positions. The negative aspects of 
these pe itions manifested themselves most on the Lebanese scene. Al- 
though we have conditioned ourselves not to expect any positive and 
negative developments when administrations change in the Untted States, 
we still do hope that President Reagan's administration will be one 

of change in the United States' dealings with Arab conditions in 
general and with Lebanese conditions in particular. Despite the fact 
that some people have negative expectations, and these have their jus- 
tifications, we cannot ignore the other expectations that we find in 
the new president's firmness and in his devotion to U.S. domestic 
trends. These are positive indications that may have their positive 
effects on Lebanese conditions. We say this and we know that the 
solution to our questions jg tied first and foremost to us. Time has 
taught us that "Nothing scratches one's back better than one's own hand 
and only one's own struggle will set one free." If the U.S. policy were 
to undergo a positive change with regard to our questions, this would 
certainly not disturb us. 


[Ouestion] It has been said that your government is the last govern- 
ment of this administration. What do you think about that, and what 
do you foresee for the post-Sarkis administration? 


[Answer! This feeling is premature. Inasmuch as it is possible and 
probable, circumstances can alter its underlying assumptions. Regarding 
what 1 foresee for Lebanon after the administration of President 
Sarkis, even though that is tied to numerous possibilities, it never- 
theless car b. affirmed that the collective Lebanese will which is 
determine. to keep Lebanon's land, people and institutions united will 
prevail and will determine the features of future Lebanon. 


[NOuestion] How did your relationship with President Sarkis begin? 
Do you imagine that it can end as relations between most former prime 
ministers and presidents ended? 


fAnswer| My relationship with President Sarkis is one of appreciation 
and mutual respect. It began a long time ago on this basis, and it 
will continue on this basis. A relationship that abides by the prin- 
ciples of patriotic and official dealings must continue on the course 
of appreciation and mutual respect. 


[Ouestion] Finally, your excellency, are you optimistic or pessimistic 
about the future of the country? 


[Answer] IL am one of those who believe in positive thinking. Without 
my optimistic outlook, I would not have been able to be a person who 
constantly moves towards productive and positive action. 
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LEBANON 


SHL'LTES PROFESS REJECTION OF VIOLENCE, FAVOR DEMOC'ACY 
London AL<HAWADITH in Arabic 23 Jan 81 pp 12-14 


[Interview with Husayn al-Husayni by Amin al-Siba'i: "AL-HAWADITH Inter- 
views Husayn al-Husayni after the Government Overcame Its Crisis: ‘We 
Want a General Like De Gaulle To Govern Lebanon; Shi'ites Have Never Used 
a Gun! "] 


[Text] We advocate the abolition of political sec- 
tarianism and participation in determining a formula 
for everyone. 

We reject a federation because it is inconsistent 
with the ethnic quality and area of Lebanon. 

The document of the Lebanese Front is sectarian. 

The policy of waiting too long which the government 
has adopted has disqualified the state from involve- 
ment in any dialogue. 


Just before granting us this interview, Mr Husayn al—Husayni, a member 
of the Front for the Preservation of the South and of the Supreme Shi'ite 
Islamic Council and the former secretary general of the Amal Movement, 
had just completed a ly of the text of the historical document which 
defined the position © the Lebanese Front on principal questions that 
pertain to Lebanon and its future. 


Deputy al-Husayni wanted to put down in writing the most important points 
that were mentioned in the aforementioned document, first, to take an 
objective position on them, and, second, to outline the features of the 
Lebanese position which faces the position of the Lebanese Front. 


At the beginning of our discussion about the period that followed the 
government's narrow escape from the political crisis that had impeded 
its course for several weeks, al-Husayni said, "This is an error to be 
added to the series of errors that are being committed against Lebanon. 
It is unfortunate that the document of the Lebanese Front was written 
and based on a racist, sectarian logic. It is unfortunate that those 
who wrote it insisted on adopting this logic despite the fact that they 
knew beforehand that this would only lead to further internal fragmen- 
tation. It surprises me that some well-intentioned people expect a 
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fruictul national dialogue to begin soon. What fruitful dialogue and 
logic can possibly be generated from extremist positions that are based 
on sectarian considerations?" 


The interview with Deputy al-Husayni was essential so he could respond 
to the mimerous questions that have been raised about the goals of the 
Shi'ite sect in the process of building a new formula. 


hut before going into these details we have to ponder the Islamic Shi'ite 
decision on the government of Prime Minister al-Wazzan. That was made by 
the Shi'ite Council, the Amal Movement and the Front for the Preservation 
of the South. Lt was the crisis that prevented the Chamber of Deputies 
from considering the government for several weeks. 


[Ouestion] You do know, of course, the flaws that have been found with 
your position on the government. Some people are saying, for example, 

thet you did not utilize in your position the proper foundations of democ- 
ratic practice. [They fault] you for your absence from your natural 

place, which is the Chamber of Deputies and for your statement that the 
use of weapons was beginning to force decisions and positions. It is 
necessary for you to respond to these flaws with which you are charged so 
that the facts can become clear. 


[Answer] I believe that the situation has been beset by confusion from 
the outset. From the first moment and until the last moment a gun was 
never used even though it is known that it would have been possible and 
quite simple to declare a general strike and to postpone the parliamen- 
tary session [during which] the cabinet's statement was discussed. But 
the Shi'ite Front utilized the course that would preserve the state's 
constitutional frameworks. The decision to boycott the session is a fun- 
damental part of the legal parliamentary game, and it has innumerable and 
countless .recedents in political Life. Such an action is not only con- 
fined to our democratic practices in Lebanon, but it does take place in 
all the countries that have parliamentary, democratic systems. Boycotting 
a session is one position; attending it is another; withholding a vote is 
one position; giving a vote of confidence is a position; and denying a 
vote of confidence is a position. Boycotting a session [of parliament] is 
one of the legal and permissible positions. 


[Question] [This is your response] with regard to the boycott. What 
is your response to the positions that have been taken by the remaining 
parties to the crisis? 


[Answer| Regarding the situation as a whole ever since the first state- 
ment of the Amal Movement and the first statement of the National Front 
for the Preservation of the South were made, [my response] is to protest 
and denounce the method that was used by the Lebanese state. Not only is 
that method based on a pre-events mentality, but it is also based on the 
mentality of bygone ages when Lebanon was living under bilateral sec- 
tarian formulas. When we know that Lebanon is made up of 17 sects 
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belonging to the two divine religions, Christianity and Lslam, and when 
we examine closely the formulas that have succeeded each other since 
1962-<beginning with the 1919-1920 mandate, the 1943 independence formula 
and, finally, the 1958 formula--we find that Lebanon's politics has been 
based on a bilateral agreement between two sects with the participation 
of a third, at most. 


(Question! Further explanation of this point is necessary. 


[Answer] The 1862 formula, for example, was a Druze-Maron.te formula 
which preserved the rights of the Sunni sect. Considering that this for- 
mula found its origins in the international protection for Lebanon-- 
France used to protect the Maronites; Britian used to protect the Druzes; 
and the Ottoman Sultanate used to protect the Sunnis--it was devised in 
accordance with the balance of powers in the region. The formula was 
changed in 1920, and it became a Maronite-Sunni formula that preserved 
the rights of the Druzes. The 1943 formula was a Sunni-Maronite formula. 
The 1958 formula was a revitalization of the 1943 formula; there were 
some slight changes that strengthened the bilateral agreement between the 
Sunnis and the Maronites to the exclusion of the remaining sects. 


If we were to examine these bilateral formulas closely, we would find 
that the outcome they always led to was that of a civil war or a major 
security disturbance that would set Lebanon back scores of years. In 
other words, any formula that was created bore within it the seeds of its 
demise. [These] formulas constituted the basic principle, and the con- 
stitution was the exception--and I am referring to the 1926 Constitution. 
Ever since that constitution was written, it has been applied only to the 
benefit of the government's policy and not the homeland's policy, and 

it is this that has created a major flaw in the structure of the state 
and in the structure of the Lebanese entity. These formulas have not been 
able to ensure the same patriotic education for all the citizens of 
Lebanon. They have not been able to build organizations that can confront 
economic, social and political problems, and we have thus found ourselves 
in the latter part of the 20th century [in a situation] which seems as 
though each sect had its own state. Instead of pursuing the objective of 
fusing the Lebanese society in one melting pot under the same values, 
these formulas placed us face to face with a multiplicity of values, a 
multiplicity of affiliations, a multiplicity of loyalties and naturally 
not a multiplicity of cultures. 


On the basis of this brief sketch of what was the situation, [1 can say] 
that the Shi'ite Islamic sect was always outsiae these formulas even 
though a number of them did consider the Shi'ite sect one of the prin- 
cipal sects in Lebanon. In the early 60's we became the largest sect. 
However, the sect does not have any political position that would enable 
it to take part in the determination of [Lebanon's] destiny. The curious 
irony here is that we find that the Lebanese question from A to Z epito- 
mizes the subject of south Lebanon which is being subjected to Israeli 
attacks. It is south Lebanon that is suffering all the loss for Lebanon 











and for the Arab world. Most of the people of south Lebanon are Shi'ites; 
however, this sect has never been allowed to take part in determining its 
destiny. Instead, it has always been others who disposed of the Shi'ites' 
destiny. 


We do of course advocate the abolition of political sectarianism in 
Lebanon. This must be everyone's objective because a homeland can only 

be built on a foundation of abolishing political sectarianism. But this 
does not mean, hovever, that we are to be the only ones who believe in 
abolishing polit! al sectarianism; everyone must be persuaded that politi- 
cal sectarianisn should be abolished. It is then that discussions on 

the national level would be quite different from the present proposals 
that are being made. Just imagine that since 1948--the year of the 
Palestinian calamity--decisions have been made on south Lebanon without 
there being a trace of Shi'ite [input] in those decisions. I will mention 
the Cairo Agreement in particular which placed the burden of contributing 
to the liberation of Palestinian territory on south Lebanon alone to the 
exclusion of other regions. And here we are witnessing one Arab summit 
conference being held after the other without finding any position in 
these conferences for the Shi'ite Islamic sect or for any Shi'ite rep- 
resentation that would express the point of view of this large sector of 
Lebanon. On the contrary decisions are always made either by proxy or 
according to someone else's recommendation. 


These cumulative instances and these practices make us determined to 
play our part in determining the destiny of the homeland whether or not 
others accept this. And here lies the source of the serious position 
against the blatant disregard for the Shi'ite Islamic sect in the forma- 
tion of the government. We did not object to the appointment of those 
persons as ministers; we objected to the method of their appointment. 
From now on \° cannot accept having the Shi'ite Islamic sect become the 
public pr erty of others. We respect the rights of others, and we insist 
that others respect us and protect our rights. 


Whenever the state wanted to appease some people, it has always done so 
at the expense of the Shi'ite sect, whereas as long as we have a sec- 
tarian makeup, what is required is that the ministers represent their 
sects. When we go beyond sectarianism and we are able to abolish it, we 
would then have no objection to being represented in the government as a 
political group and not as a sectarian group. We would not object to 
being represented by any citizen who champions our causes and states them 
clearly. 


[Ouestion|] Your recent position on the government has created a wave 

of caution as a result of the nature of the proposal that was made to the 
ranks of some sects. A number of politicians said that had you tried to 
coordinate [your efforts] with other sects to support your demands, the 
matter in its entirety would have assumed a national and not a sectarian 
character. 
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|Anewer) There is no dowbt that a government that has founa it in its 
interests to postpone 4 decision on the rights of the Shi'ite Lelamic 
sect has now begun using the media as 4 weapon to attenuate the demands. 
Other sects, however, did recognise the reality [behind] the demand and 
were not guided by what the government had forced on them. The evidence 
for this Lies in the fact that those who boycotted the | parliamentary | 
session for the confidence vote were from different sects. In fact, they 
are principal figures in the various major sects. A mere glance at those 
who attended the session and those who boycotted it [allows us] to dis- 
cover that various sects did join us in solidarity because they were 
convinced that the Shi'ite Islamic sect did not want to achieve a sec- 
tarian demand. And here | want to stress that the contradiction between 
the position of the Shi'ite Lelamic sect and that of the government lies 
in the fact that the sect is working for a national goal and is therefore 
devoting all its capabilities for the establishment of a state and for 
supporting the legitimate government. The government, meanwhile, is 
operating from a sectarian premise; it does not want to create equality 
among people. When we say that the Shi'ite sect must be allowed to par- 
ticipate in the self<determination decision, we do say at the same time 
that everyone must be allowed to participate in that decision. We do not 
accept a guardianship that would be imposed on anyone. In fact, the 
Orthodox, the Catholics, the Armenians, the Druzes, as well as the Sunnis 
and the Maronites must participate. This means that the futurc (tormula 
for Lebanon must be the product of a consensus and of all people feeling 
that they are partners in determining their destiny. Otherwise, we will 
not be able to get out of the predicament and, consequently, we will not 
be able to achieve a sound and a real formula. 


[Question] Some forces that oppose this trend used some of the gaps [in 
your position! to penetrate tu its foundations. Such a gap, for example, 
is found in the fact that Shi'ite leaders hold different points of view 
about the method of dealing with this situation. In justifying this 
attempt those opposing forces said that the Shi'ite sect had to put the 
affairs of its own house in order before attempting to put the affairs 
of the homeland in order. 


[Answer! This premise is non-existent. It does not exist in practice 

or anywhere else except in the minds of those who are thinking in this 
way. The Shi'ite Islamic sect did put its own house in order a long time 
ago. Ever since the beginning of the movement of Imam Musa al-Sadr we 
find that there have been several frameworks. The first one is that of 
the Supreme Shi'ite Islamic Council; it includes all the activists of 

the sect. The second framework is the Amal Movement, and the third frame- 
work is the National Front for the Preservation of the South. The three 
frameworks complement each other; each one has its role and its functior, 
and they all have the confidence of the Shi'ite masses. This is what 
happened in the way of a referendum through festivals and conferences. If 
we were to look, for example, at the Ba'alabakk festival that was held in 
March 1974, we would find that thousands of that sect had taken an oath 
and that they are still abiding by that oath. We would also find that the 











festival that was held in Tyre in May 1974 did indubitably establish who 
was representing the Shi'ite sect. All the other festivals indicated that 
it was this Shi'ite agency that was representing the Shi'ite sect. It 

is on this basis that everyone is dealing with it, and we are finding 
that there are no objections to that fact. Our course expresses the 
aspirations of the vast majority of the Lebanese people. Who is it 
amongst us who does not know that deprivation is not confined to the 
Shi'ite sect’? When the movement of those who are deprived was estab- 
lished, it was not its intention=--not 4 the past, in the present or 

in the future--to confine [its] demands to regions that were purely 
Shi'ite Muslim. We are asking for the elimination of deprivation from 
Lebanese society, whether that society consists of Sunnis, Shi'ites, 
Maronites or any other sect. The Maronite from the region of Ba'alabakk 
(al<Harmal) is not happier than the Shi'ite in that region. Similarly, 
the Orthodox in the south is not happier than the Shi'ite in the south. 
This then is the issue: it may be that the majority of organizers in the 
Ame | Movement are Shi'ite Muslims, but we may absolutely not work for the 
creation of a Shi'ite entity. We reject a Shi'ite entity, and we would 
fight any course whose purpose would be to establish such an entity. We 
would do so for a simple reason: if we are blaming the Maronites for the 
Maronite entity they are calling for, how can we allow ourselves to 
create a Shi'ite entity to counter it? 


[Question] It has been noted that you are asking for participation, 

but that you are not defining the details of the formula that would 
achieve such participation. Would it be possible to find out the general 
framework for the formula that you are proposing’ 


[Answer] When the present formula in Lebanon collapsed, we came forward 
with a working paper, and we told the authorities about it. This working 
paper was published at that time, in 1977. We told the government about 
it again * rire the accord consultations. Any action [on our part) that 
some people observe is absolutely integral to the aforementioned working 
paper which constitutes a program for whose realization we are working. 


The program in itself is a complete formula. When we compare the articles 
of agreement that were announced by che government with the working paper 
that we presented, we find that most of these articles are mentioned in 
the Shi'ite Islamic working paper which was issued by the three agencies: 
the Supreme Shi'ite Islamic Council, the Amal Movement and the National 
Fro.t for the Preservation of the South. So, we are the ones who have a 
program. It constitutes a vision. We do not want to prescribe this 
program, but we want the points of view of others to react to it so that 
we can ultimately, in the context of actual participation, determine the 
future formula and a common, integrated vision of a future Lebanon. 


[Question] How do you see the possibilities of reconciling the different 
formulas that are being proposed? These fluctuate between an expanded 
administrative decentralization, a political and a federal decentraliza- 
tion, a confederation and a pluralistic system. 
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l[Anewer| The 1943 formula was no more than an interim formula or rather 
@ transitional formula. We were supposed to move from this formula to 
the formula of a state, the homeland state, and to the construction of 
institutions, facilities and laws. This means that the state was to shift 
from a formula of persons to a formula of laws and institutions. However, 
the 1943 formula, which is a formula of persons, was relished by [those | 
persons because it ensured their presence, their influence and their 
positions within the foreseeable future. It was this that hardened the 
formula in its 1943 form. Meanwhile Lebanese society has been moving 
forward and developing with the times, and we are now faced with a 1943 
model formula, a government of the same model and a 1980 model people. 


The dialogue between the government and the people has been a dialogue 
between the deaf for a long time. When this formula was no longer able 
to ensure of confine the struggle within the Chamber of Deputies, the 
struggle moved to the streets. This was natural; it would have been 
strange had the opposite of what happened taken place in Lebanon. | now 
believe that the democratic parliamentary system is the only system that 
is suitable for Lebanon. 


In the course of reviewing the reasons for the outbreak of the crisis 

1 do not ignore the foreign factors that helped Lebanon fall into [this] 
predicament. fut it is my considered opinion that had not the ground been 
fertile and prepared for the creation of a state of instability, outside 
forces would not have been able to affect the interior [of the country). 
When we can establish national immunity, we will then be able to ward off 
the dangers from abroad. 


The contradictions in positions on the proposed formula are clear and 
specific. After playing a leadership role in the struggle before World 
War 1, our Maronite brothers have been playing a role since 1919-1970 
that is at odds with their role in the struggle. The Maronites had been 
calling for equality, for abolishing the abnormal conditions for 
minorities and for fusing society into one melting pot. They were the 
ones to call for Syrian unity. The Maronite teacher Butrus 41-Bustani 
had established the newspaper, NAFIR SURIYA, in 1862. In 1875 under the 
leadership of the Maronite Nasif al-Yarji the Maronites called for or 
developed the notion of Syrian unity into the notion of Arab unity. They 
were the ones who translated papers and documents into Arabic, transpor- 
ted them to Egypt and then published them again following the 
“Turkishizging” campaign which had wanted to eliminate them. They were the 
ones who called for democratic government and for equality of all people. 
But now they are insisting on maintaining their minority position, and 
they are insisting on claiming fear of the Islamic majority. They are 
insisting on maintaining the abnormal conditions and the disputes among 
the citizens of the same homeland. This contradicts their historical role 
and is not derived from a native idea. Although they are insisting today 
on public freedoms and democratic principles, we find that their under- 
standing of democracy is different from that to which everyone is 
aspiring. They ¢o not acknowledge, for example, that the majority has a 
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right to rule. We de net want to change the sect of the presidency, and 
thie is net due to local reasons, but rather to Arab reasons. What would 
be the harm of having « Christian president of Lebanon among 2? heads of 
Arab atates’ The Muslims have no probleme with this matter. 


The Mare ites are proposing 4 cultural pluraliem which implies a racial 
pluraliom, when in fact Lebanon and the Lebanese people belong to one 
ethnic group. There is disagreement about the name of that ethnic group: 
some of us Gay it is Lebanese; some say it is Syrian; and some say it 

is Arab. But what is certain is that all these names refer to one ethnic 
group. Lebanese families are divided among themselves: some of them are 
Christians, and some are Muslims. It cannot be said that the “Muslim son 
of Shihab belonas to an ethnic group or a race that is different trom 
the ethnic group or race of Christian Shihab. This matter contradicts the 
role of the Maronites. 


it is our considered opinion that if we were to give certain privileges 
to some sect to remove a feeling of fear, it is | evitahble that we will 
transfer that fear to the remaining sects. Accordingly, the fact that we 
have conceded the presidency to a certain sect, when it is our preference 
that it be designated for Christians and not specifically for Maronites 
and the fact that since 1919 Lebanon has had Orthodox presidents who 

have been extremely successful do not mean that we are giving up the 
principle of equality in favor of an administrative structure of the 
members of all sects, and especially according to the Lebanese system 
which actually considers the president an arbiter and not a ruler. There 
is a Chamber of Deputies which contains a majority and a minority that 
feud with each other in democratic ways. The form of the government is 
determined by the outcome of this struggle. The government is accountable 
to the Chamber of Deputies; it is the first line of defense for the 
regime. Th's .ine is not allowed to collapse so that the president would 
not becone involved in the game of opposition and support and thus lose 
his role as an arbiter for all concerned. The practice [of government | 
would thus have integrity. When the 1926 constitution is not applied 

and when there are sectarian practices, the disorder that ensues brings 
the president down from his position to the wrestling arena and disturbs 
the balance of the game. Pegarding the proposals and documents that are 
being announced, | do not believe that we are close to an agreement 
because we have become involved in distortions and historical cont radic- 
tions with which we cannot come to any agreement. 


[Question] The document of the Lebanese Front invited everyone to a 
dialogue whose purpose was to reach an agreement on a new formula. Vill 
you take part in this dialogue with the Lebanese Front’ 


lAnewer! All che parties must be involved in the dialogue. We welcome 
any dialogue with any party whatsoever, but the ideas that are being 
proposed now are preventing such a dialogue because there are matters 
that are being proposed as accepted facts even though they are not accep- 
ted facts at all. For example, the federation, the confederation or the 
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political decentraligation are all formulas that are being proposed for 
the purpose of evading democracy. No matter how we cover up these mat- 
ters, we cannot approve them, What kind of federation would this be in a 
country Like Lebanon whose area is 10,000 square kilometers’? | can under- 
stand the federation that exists in the United States: there are vase 
areas and numerous ethnic groups. There are numerous nations that came 
together to make up in their totality the American people. But here in 
Lebanon there are no real differences to which we can point so we can 
talk about a federation. 


[Question}] How then are these opinions to be discussed as long as the 
direct dialogue has been suspended’ 


[Anewer] There is no doubt that this administration should have done 
something at the beginning of its term to achieve this dialogue, and it 
should have been the center of that dialogue. But who among us does not 
know that the administration has wasted numerous opportunities for itself 
and for the homeland’? lt has not responded to this invitation until 
recently, that is, after becoming so feeble that it is now incapable of 
ensuring the components of a dialogue. The policy of waiting too long 
which has been adopted by the administration has eroded the presence of 
the state in a frightful way. Lllegal mini-states have taken the place of 
the state, and they are addressing it from positions of power. It is this 
that is disqualifying the state for any dialogue. 


[Question] Does this mean that the dialogue is awaiting the new presi- 
dent’ 


[Anewer) 1 do not want to commit an offense against the state, and I 

do not want to put all the responsibility on it because it is not alone 
in the field. There are many other factors that have delayed the agree- 
ment. Some of them are related to the Middle East region and to the prob- 
lem of the region. In addition, there are Arab disputes and international 
disputes. But this international and Arab situation will not last more 
than a short period, and it may be that a change in the Arab and inter- 
national climates is what will give the state a new thrust to go to the 
dialogue. However, this does not justify capitulation and waiting. All 
the parties must determine reasonable bases for the dialogue. 


[Question] The \ehanese Front did define its aspirations in the histori- 
cal document that has been announced, whereas its counterpart group has 
so far not reached an agreement about an alternative formula, with the 
exception of Prime Minister Sa'ib Salam's pian, the plan of Deputy Fu'ad 
al-Tahini and the invitation of [former] Prime Minister Rashid Karami 

to establish a national front that is tied to a wnified formula. What 

is your opinion of that? 


[Answer] 1 do not deny that all of us are now trying to unify the 
national rank so we can ensure representation which would enable us to 
begin making proposals. This is because if some group were to propose 














any point of view, that point of view will be opposed just as the pro- 
posals of the Lebanese Front are now being opposed. We are striving [to 
achieve! a certain objective and certain Limits so we can achieve a real 
dialogue. Lt is known that | would personally go back to the experience 
of General De Gaulle who assumed power in France in 1958 when it was on 
the verge’ of a civil war. He did not resort to a traditional dialogue 
between the groups, and he did not invite anyone to a roundtable [dis- 
cussion]. Inetead, he drew up an ideology for France wherein the 
interests of France superseded the interests of all individuals. He 
allowed those individuals to work within that ideology. Thus the docu- 
ment was the ideal means for bringing all the parties and all the groups 
together. t do not believe that a personal meeting between two people 
would lead to a solution, and 1 do not believe that the “emart"” lanpgauge 
used between one person and another would lead to the formulation of 

a formula that would persuade citizens. We must refrain from this “emart" 
method and from the method of proposing ideas and promoting them when 
these ideas have no substance that is based on real historical and social 
reasons and facts. | watched the television interview between al-Shaykh 
Pierre al-Jumayyil and Prime Minister Sa'ib Salam. It is my personal 
opinion that this interview was not in the interests of the dialogue, 
especially since Pierre al-Jumayyil had not come to the interview to 
engage in a discussion. Instead, he had come to mouth slogans that are 
the products of war and of atmospheres of struggle. They were not 
suitable at all for setting the atmosphere for reconciliation or for 
arriving at a common formula or a national accord. There were distortions 
in the proposal, and these should have been enough to warn a person 
against continuing to make such a proposal or nurturing it because such a 
proposal was 4 proposal for controversy and not for accord. Al-Jumayyil's 
statement to Prime Minister Salam that he did not represent anyone 
applies to him too. He does not represent his group in the comprehensive 
sense, and ‘f he represents the Phalangist party, this does not mean that 
he reprer. ts the Christians. We all know that there are Christian 
national figures who oppose these proposals that were made by al-Shaykh 
Pierce al=<Jumavyil. There is no struggle between Muslims and Christians 
in the sense that al-Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyil intended because we ail 
know that in the events of 1862 the Muslims were not the enemies of the 
Christians an! even though there was a fight between the Druze and 
Maronite sects, that fight did not include the various Christian and 
islamic sects. He was also wrong when he talked about the eastern problem 
because this problem is non-existent in our Lebanese question. This prob- 
lem is confined to Creece, to the Raikans and to Serbia. it is unrealis- 
tic to apply this problem to Lebanon; it lacks the principal components 
upon which the eastern problem came to be. 


[Question] Does this mean that we need a new Charles De Gaulle? 


[Answer! There is no doubt that a message needs a messenger. Any message 
without a messenger is worthless. 


Finally t would Like to say that the principal matters for loyalty to 
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Lebanon are available. | do not believe that anyone of Lebanon's citizens 
is engaged in oneupmanship on the matter of loyalty. Loyalty to Lebanon 
is above everything else. Considering Lebanon an inseparable part of its 
surroundings entitles it to enjoy the blessings of its surroundings. 
Lebanon has to commit itself to the critical questions of its surroun- 
dings. Lt believe that this is realistic and that “smartness” here will be 
of no use. If we were able to falsify history, we would not be able to 
falsify geography; and if we continue making such proposals, the outcome 
will be disastrous indeed. We have to be convinced of this and to learn 
from the tragedies that befell Lebanon. Our guide must be the unity, the 
independence and the sovereignty of all Lebanon on all its territories. 
We must not remain the prisoners of the slogans we proclaimed in an atmos~ 
phere of war because these slogans are not suitable for a normal atmos~ 
phere. Redressing a sin is virtuous unless there are some people who 
missed the justifications for the outbreak of the war and are afraid of 
being held accountable to the people. As a political, non-sectarian 
agency we do not want to presume upon the rights of others. We want our 
rights, and we want others to participate in [the process of) self-deter- 
mination. We did not commit the sin that others committed in the past. We 
want everyone to participate in the process of self-determination and 

we do not accept any bilateral or trilateral formulas regardiess of their 
advantages. 
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LEBANON 


DETALLS ON PROPOSED FEDERATION GIVEN 
Beirut AL-MARUNI in Arabic 24 Nov 80 pp 1, Li 


[Article: "Consensus on the Proposed Federation System for Lebanon, Names of the 
10 Lebanese States") 


[Text] Sources in Lebanon and around international diplomatic circles have begun 
talking seriously and in detail about forming a Lebanese federation. This plan 
was proposed by the Lebanese Front. It was approved by Walid Junblat as well as by 
several Islamic bodies including the Independent People's Group. In answer to a 
question, Walid Junblat said: “let the formation of a federation be. It is one 

of many proposed solutions. It is a real situation we live in, even though it has 
not yet become mandatory." This situation shall remain until better days come to 
restore Lebanon into a united country. The Christians want guarantees. They shall 
have them. We also want guarantees and we must have them too. The Cairo agree- 
ment is no longer a precedent. A new text must be drafted to arrive at an under- 
standing with the Palestinians." He hoped that the rebuilding of the army would be 
made easy; and called for the support of the legitimate authority and for avoiding 
sectarian frict ‘ou. 


As for Yahya al-Ka'ki, top official of the Independent Young People's Group, he made 
reference to a proposal submitted by Dean Brown on August 23, 1976, after he had 
paid a visit to Lebanon. This proposal concerned dividing Lebanon into cantons. 

Mr Ka'ki said that the international strife is interwoven with domestic struggle; 
thus leading Lebanon towards a federation system as a solution to the situation. 

All facts surrounding the solution shall be presented to the Lebanese public opin- 
ion. All directions are being channeled in order to arrive at a compromise. He 
invited the intellectuals of the Lebanese Front and the Kaslik Committee for Politi- 
cal Research to hold a televised interview to discuss the situation and the forming 
of a Lebanese federation as a solution to the future of Lebanon. He proposed that 
the interview be held at either the presidential palace, or at the pine palace (which 
is the residence of the French ambassador to Lebanon) or at the offices of the prime 
minister. The purpose of the interview is to keep the Lebanese people informed and 
be able to conduct public opinion polls. 


The position of the Lebanese Front with regard to the proposed federation system 
has already been made known. The Lebanese Front itself submitted the proposal. The 
opinions of the Kaslik Committee for Political Research and thatof the National 
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Liberation Party are also known. The latter came up with a similar proposal, that 
of the cantonal divisions. 


Several reliable sources in Lebanon and from around the Arab countries and interna- 
tional circles have informed us that the final touches on the proposal for a united 
states of Lebanon or the "cantons" have already been made. All parties are in agree- 
ment. The proposal has been given Arab and international guarantees. However, 
formal approval is awaiting a round table discussion. 


France is the most ardent of all supporters to this proposal. In the past, France 
suggested to President Sarkis, during his visit to France, a similar proposal. 

At that time, Mr Sarkis declined any comment until he has returned and met with 
concerned Lebanese, Arab and Syrian parties. It seems that the green light has now 
been signaled in that direction. Significant moves had been initiated towards adopt- 
ing and implementing the solution. Also, France was fortunate enough to have its 
proposal agreed upon and blessed by the Vatican. The Vatican has always sought for 
® compromise, even a gradual one, for Lebanon and, above all, for the maronite and 
the Christian population. 


Following are some preliminary facts and details on the proposed united states of 
Lebanon; its borders and privileges: 


The number of the states or cantons shall be 10 states, divided and located as follows: 


[Mao on following page] 
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1. The state of Tripoli, Dunaya, several sections of ‘Akkar and its environs; 

2. The state of Zgharta, Bsharri, Batrun and Kura; 

3. The first state of Shuf and ‘Alayh (which is the region containing Dayr 
al-Kamar, Damur, ‘Alayh and Bhamdun, and the environs); 


[Key continued on following page] 
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4. The second state of Shuf and ‘Alayh (containing Kharrub, Mukhtara, Sowfar, 
Ba aglin and upper Shuf and environs); 

5. The state of Zahlah, and the christian regions surrounding it. 

6. The state of Ba'labackk, Hirmil and the environs; 

7. The state of Marj'uyun, Jazzgin, Mashghara and the border regions and the 
environs; 

8. The state of Sidon, Nabatiyah and the environs; 

9. The state of southern Metn, northern Metn, Kasranan, al-Futuh and Jubayl; 

10, The state of Beirut (the federal capital such as Washington is the capital 
of the United States of America). 


According to the submitted proposals, the states shall be linked with each other in 
the following respects: 

* The presidency of the republic. 

* The government. 

* Parliament 

* Diplomatic representation. 

* Taxation, monetary and banking systems. 

* A federal, central army. 

As for other matters, each state shall have the right to: 

* Set up a regional parliamentary council. 


* Set up a regional administrative government. 





* Set up a territorial army. 
* Decide upon special taxes and monetary policies. 
* Decide upon legal holidays and others. 


* Decide upon instructional, educational, cultural, general knowledge and linguis- 
tic methods. 


* Set up developmental and special structural plans. 


It is expected that the round table discussions will be held soon in order to act 
upon and approve these provisions. 
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LEBANON 


SLGNS OF ECONOMIC RECOVERY OUTLINED 
Beirut AL=NAHAR in Arabic 18 Jun 81 pp 1,9 


[Article by Marawan Iskandar: "The Lebanese Economy under the Cover of 
Figures" | 


[Text] Among the things it cast away, the Lebanese events cast away the 
rules of statistics. No more are statistics issued from a reliable center 
covering the various economic activities and the demographic changes 

that are taking place in Lebanon. Consequently, trying to get a sense of 
the economic pulse of Lebanon is now contingent upon intuition, 
experience and practical indicators more than it is based on figures. 
However, the mixture of figures and intuition is beneficial and may 
provide a general overview of the course of the Lebanese economy during 
the past year. 


The first impression [one gets] is that the Lebanese economy in general 
was quite ctive in 1980. Quantitative statistics make this manifest 

as do the levels of consumption which were undoubtedly noticeably higher 
than those of the preceding year. The figures on construction permits 
emerge among the significant statistics that used to indicate the course 
of economic activity. There was a 22 percent increase in construction 
permits over those issued in 1974, which used to be considered the most 
active year before the outbreak of the Lebanese events. There is no doubt 
that t'vese figures do not indicate construction activity with precision. 
On the one hand work may not have begun on all the permits. On che other 
hand there is a large number of unlicensed construction that has been 
completed in Beirut and its suburbs. The high ratio of permits that are 
concentrated in Jabal Lubnan may be noteworthy. They amount to 67 percent 
of the total permits whereas the residents of this area make up no more 
than 30 percent of the Lebanese [population]. The natural conclusion 

one can come to is that those people have better housing conditions than 
those in the remaining regions of Lebanon, if the housing situation in 
the past was equal. It is known that there is some evidence that during 
the pre-war years housing sufficiency in Jabal Lubnan was better than it 
was in the remaining areas of Lebanon. 


In addition to the figures about building permits, the number of regis- 
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tered automobiles in 1980 was the highest in the history of modern 
Lebanon. That figure is now in excess of 48,000 cars. It is known that a 
large number of cars enter and leave Lebanon without being counted 
because of the breakup in the administration and in security. However, 
the number of registered cars--even though most of them are used cars and 
may have entered Lebanon in previous years--indicates that a large number 
of Lebanese citizens sense some prosperity and have some hope that their 
standard of living can be improved. 


Among quantitative statistics of significance we find that passenger 
traffic in Beirut Airport has hardly increased. At the same time and 
contrary to what the stability of the figure indicates, we find a major 
increase in job vacancies. This bespeaks the shortage that is becoming 
more critical in people with experience, qualifications and skills that 
are comparable to the needs of the economy. This shortage, on the other 
hand, may reflect the availability of work opportunities abroad for quali- 
fied individuals; and this has its disadvantages and its advantages. 
Until matters become settled and stable and the Lebanese economy as a 
whole is set on its course [towards recovery], the advantages of working 
abroad may exceed the disadvantages even though it is known that the 
presence of peaceful citizens--and most of those who try to work abroad 
are peaceful citizens--contributes to the reinforcement of internal sta- 
bility and strengthens the drive towards the return of calm in all the 
regions of Lebanon. 


Financial statistics provide a picture that seems radiant until it is 
carefully examined and compared with what might have happened if security 
were established. On the one hand it seems that there was a sizable sur- 
plus in the balance of payments until the last quarter of the past year. 
Then since last November large investments have been converted to dollars 
and deposited abroad. Bank deposits rose by more than 30 percent; in our 
opinion, this is in excess of the rate of inflation. This means that 
individuals are depositing their funds in banks for future objectives. 
The total budgets of banks that are doing business in Lebanon exceeds 30 
billion Lebanese pounds. However, this figure which may cause many people 
to become optimistic is not necessarily an indication that Arab deposits 
have regained confidence in the Lebanese banking system. If we were to 
take the single budget of any one of the five major Arab banks, we would 
find that its total assets exceeds the total assets of the 90 or more 
banks that are doing business in Lebanon. In other words, if there were 
peace in Lebanon, bank deposits in Lebanon would certainly exceed bank 
deposits in Rahrain which exceed 33 billion dollars. 


It became evident that the volume of agricultural and industrial exports 
that are registered in the duly authorized ministries equals 2.4 billion 
dollars. It is the opinion of the principal chambers of commerce in 
Lebanon that this figure represents no more than 60 percent of the actual 
export figures. In other words, the value of exports amounted to about 4 
billion Lebanese pounds: 70 percent are industrial exports, and 30 per- 
cent are agricultural exports. These figures themselves appear 
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encouraging despite the inflation in prices. However, more than half the 
total industrial exports, that is, more than 1.4 billion Lebanese pounds, 
is represented in the re-exporting activity whose benefit to the country 
is meager and inconsistent with the volume of the aforementioned figures. 


After [| looking at] these arbitrary figures and their meanings through the 
covers tnat veil them, it may be said that the general impression [one 
gets] about the course of the economy from day to day is more positive 
than it is negative. lt is possible for matters to continue on this 
course and to continue to improve if there were no principal bottlenecis 
stemming from the inability of the infrastructure to support the economic 
activity. 


Lebanon is suffering from shameful shortages in basic services that may 
abort all the efforts of the privace sector in the not too distant 
future. Similarly, the Lebanese economy is sitting on a time bomb whose 
explosion will have social and economic effects that may be more far 
reaching and broader than the effect of the Lebanese war. This bomb is 
the condition of the social security [system] and the delay in the plans 
to develop it so that its basic services could be guaranteed ‘ithout 
having the program suffer a shameful deficit whose burden must then be 
borne mostly by employers who are in fact at present incapable of meeting 
the burdens that have so far accumulated without a radical solution. 


The reaction between Lebanon and the Arab markets and between the 
Lebanese people and the opportunities for employment and trade in the 
regional and international surroundings confirms the economic survival 
of Lebanon in the dynamic sense. But the government, whose control over 
Lebanese territory has waned, has also been incapable of overhauling the 
structure of basic services, and it does not seem to be determined to 
overcome these real barriers. The future for the individual seems accep- 
table, bu’ it seems to be gloomy for the country. 
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LEBANON 


WADDAD TO ACOULRE NEW SIGNS OF STATEHOOD SOON 
Beirut Al-MARUNI in Arabic 19 Jan #1 p 1 


[Article: "An Air Porce, an Airport and a Television Station in the State 
of Sa'd Haddad To Be Dedicated Soon" | 


[Text] News relayed from the border regions to the correspondent of 
AL=-MARUNIT indicates that the forces of Maj Sa'd Haddad will soon be 
equipped with a small air force of three Kfir fighter-bombers and five 
helicopters as a first stage. The number of airplanes is to be increased 
later until there are 15 airplanes. These will be added to the advanced 
deadly weapons that Haddad has now, especially the tanks and the long- 
range artillery. 


These airplanes will have their own airport which is being built on the 
ruins of the old French airport in al-Khiyam. It is suitable for the 
landing and take-off of various military airplanes, both fighters and 
transport airplanes. 


Observers have come to the conclusion that Sa'd Haddad intends to follow 
his words with actions and to move from making threats to executing them. 


it is noteworthy that 3 weeks ago Sa'd Haddad had made serious threats 
that he would shell and occupy the areas that are under the control of 
Walid Junblat. This means that it is not unlikely for the military opera- 
tions to extend deep inside al-Shuf, on the coast and in the mountain. 


On the other hand construction of Sa'd Haddad's “Free Lebanon" television 
station has been completed. It was made by the most modern and the most 
complete television companies of the world. 


It will broadcast in color over an area whose diameter exceeds 200 kilo- 
meters. 


In addition Maj Sa'd Haddad's Radio Free Lebanon will become more power- 
ful. It will soon be equipped with short-wave so it can be heard in all 
the Arab countries without exception. In fact, it will be heard in Europe 
and in the various countries where Lebanese citizens live. 
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LIBYA 


COOPERATION ACCORD WITH HUNGARY~-Tripoli, 18 Feb, Jamahiriyah News Agency~-The 
Jamahiriyah heavy industry secretary and the Hungarian minister of foreign trade 
signed today the minutes of a meeting for cooperation between their two countries 


in the industrial transport and agriculture fields. ([Text) [LD181444 Tripoli 
JANA in English 0908 GMT 18 Feb 81) 
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OPPOSITION PAPER SHUT DOWN--Both the Arabic and French editions of the newspaper 

AL BAYANE, organ of Ali Yata's (Moroccan) Party of Progress and Socialism, have 
been indefinitely suspended since Wednesday. The newspapers’ editorial board 

that says it does not know the reasons for thie measure. The official authorities 
responsible for the ban have not given any explanation. On Saturday Ali Yata 

said in hie editorial: “Yes, we can be proud of our democratic achievements." 

The last issue, removed from Kiosks on Wednesday, criticized the judiciary over 

the eviction of 1,000 peasants and expressed moderate criticiem of the government's 
agricultural policy. In Fez three students have been sentenced to 2 months’ impri- 
sonment, and that increases the number of young people convicted for “public dis- 
turbances" to 51. The Rabat Faculty of Sciences remains closed on the government's 
orders. [Text] [10241227 Paris L'HUMANITE in French 20 Feb 81 p 9) 

















INTERVLEW WITH FAO DIRECTOR GENERAL ON OPEC, FOOD 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT 6 MEMD in English 9 Feb 61 pp 3-5 


[Interview with Edouard Saouma, FAO director-general by Randa Takieddine, in 


Vienna; date not given) 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


OPEC FUND'S RESOURCES OUTLINED 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English 9 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by Randa Takieddine in Vienna] 
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OPEC member will contribute towards the total, but 
Dr Shihata said that Iran's share, which still has to be 
ratified in Tehran, could well be larger than expected. 
“Iran may increase it or decrease it,” he said, “but 
perhaps the chances ase more for increasing it than 


Organisation, Edouard Saouma, for a contribution of 


national emergency food reserve. The request will be 
submitted to the governing body of the OPEC Fund for 
discussion at its next meeting. 

Finally, the ministers decided to make ↄ donati wn 
of $46.4 million to the common fund set up by the UN 
Conference on Trade and Development and to make an 
additional grant to cover the contributions of 35 deve- 
loping countries, these include the world’s 30 poorest 
nations as defined by the UN, plus five others including 
Djibouti, Mauritania and Sierra Leone whove needs were 
regarded as pressing by the ministers. 

The finance ministers’ conference was originally 
scheduled to take place in Quito last September 23. but 
was postponed because of the outbreak of war hetween 
Iraq and Iran hours before its start. Both Iraq and Iran 
were represented at this meeting, which was chaired by 
Algeria's Finance Miruster, Mohamed Yala. 

Asked to explain the gap between targeted and 
actual resources, Dr Shihata said that neither this nor 
the two previous replenishments of resources had 
matched agreed totals. The fund began operations with 
about $760 million, the first replenishment should have 
added $800 million, but in fact only $751.5 millon was 
forthcoming. Iran's decision to cut its level of contribu- 
tions after the Shah's overthrow meant that only $655.25 
million of the targeted $800 million in the second rep 
lenishment was provided, he said. Of that, Iran con- 
tributed $57 million. 

“The Third replenishment as spproved was for $1.6 
billion, but effective contributions were $1,111 millon,” 
he said. “In addition to that, profits from IMF gold sales 
by seven member countries provided £110 million. 
bringing the total actual resources to more thin $3.4 
billion. From that you must subtract the initial cuntribu- 
tion of $435 million to IFAD, plus the new contribution 
of $450 million and the $103 million which went to the 
IMF Trust Fund.” 
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SAUDI ARABLA 


NATLONAL INDUSTRY WEEK BEGINS 


Jiddah ARAB NEWS in English 22 Feb 81 p 2 
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BRIEFS 


INFORMATION COOPERATION WITH DPRK--Khartoum, 15 Feb (SUNA)--A programme for polit- 
ical and cultural cooperation between the Sudanese Socialist Union (SSU) and the 
labour party of the Peoples Democratic Republic of Korea was concluded here today. 
The programme is to encourage exchange of information and documents in political 
and cultural sphere between the two political organizations, said Dr Hasan ‘Abidin, 
SSU secretary of foreign relations. [Text] [JN151940 Khartoum SUNA in English 
1735 GMT 15 Feb 81) 
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ROLE OF FRANCE IN TUNISIAN DEVELOPMENT 
Paris L'USINE NOUVELLE in French 15 Jan 61 p 42 
[Article by Brigitte Vanderveken: "Tunisian Scene: France Is Not Forgotten") 


[Text] The major choices of the next fiveryear plan (1982-1986) let us forecast 
an ambitious plan to which the Tunisian leaders would like to see their first 
trading partner, France, contribute in particular. The preparation of this plan, 
as well as the third development decade (1982-1991), has begun within committees in 
the various sectors. It will not be until mid-1982 that the definitive version 

of the plan will be decided on. 





However, as of now its principal priorities are known: creation of jobs (need is 
estimated at 65,000 per year, or 50 percent more than during the Fifth Plan); 
export promotion in order to prepare for the period after petroleum reserves run 
out; catching up on needs that have accumulated in the agricultural sector. 


The investment to be made should double, increasing from 4.2 billion dinars 
during the Fifth Plan to almost 8 billion dinars, The Tunisian leaders intend 
to limit recourse to foreign capital (the service of the external debt is not 
more than 12 percent of export receipts) and foresee financing the construction 
of large economic projects, thanks essentially to the three mixed investment 
banks which will be established with France, Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. 


These last two banks should only be one link in a chain of Tunisian-Arab banks, 
because Tunisia expects a great deal from Arab capital (it has just submitted 
economic projects with an overall value of 330 million dinars). 


In the next plan Tunisia intends to place the accent on the tourism and manu- 
facturing industry. In the latter sector, which provides more jobs, Tunisia 
wishes to develop mechanical, electrical, and electronic industries, which would 
make it possible to reduce expenditures on imported machinery and to create the 
possibility of producing semi-finished goods. Tunisia therefore has contacted 
French industrialists to invest in these sectors and to guarantee their markets. 
A case in point is the project under negotiation with Peugeot, which could be 
included in the program of the future Franco-Tunisian bank, to which Prime 
Minister Raymond Barre recently gave his endorsement. However, Tunisia is not 
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ignoring two principal priorities of ite economic policy: encouraging small and 
medium-sized European industries to establish themselves in the country and 
atrengthening the capacity for production of semi-finished goods, 


Another major concern is to develop regions of the country which have been left 
behind to the benefit of the capital and the coastal regions. Amendments to the 
law on expo.¢ companies, pertaining to thie subject, should be adopted shortly 
(aid to companies establishing themselves in the less favored regions of the 
West, Center, and South and those contributing to the increase in the rate of 
industrial integration). 


Several French Firms Already Active 


Tunisia is concerned by the slowing of its ofl exports, Thus, it is encouraging 
at present petroleum prospecting (in which French companies are participating in 
particular) but also reduction of ofl consumption. In the same vein, it is 
encouraging the development of other sources of energy (including nuclear power). 
It would like to have France's help, especially in establishing downstream 
industries, like petrochemicals. 


The projects which will be undertaken during the forthcoming plan concern the 
sectors of energy-chemicals, agriculture, and transportation-telecommunications: 


--The energy and chemical industries sector will continue to be developed, leading 
to other projects, some of which have already been mentioned. Included are the 
expansion of the oil refinery in Bizerte, a fourth phosphoric acid complex, and 

a second DAP unit (in the framework of the program of developing phosphates). 
This is without neglecting the cooperation which Tunisia wants from France to 
exploit its gas deposits (resumption of work on the Miskar offshore field 
project), The construction of a new thermal-powered electric generator (in two 
stages) and three gas-turbine electric generators is also in the program, 


--In the mechanical and metallurgical sectors Tunisia foresees the creation of a 
large mechanical industrial complex, as well as the extension of the steel complex 
of El Fouladh,. 


--In the agricultural sector there are several projects--to be financed, it is to 
be noted, by Arab funds--which should attract French industrialists, These 
include a third sugar factory (there is little hope that the construction of the 
second sugar factory will be entrusted to the consortium of Fives-Cail-Babcock), 
numerous hydroelectric projects, not to mention large sanitation projects in the 
cities which, already begun, will be continued throughout the next plan. Tunisia 
is also looking for partners to carry on its fisheries research program (by 
establishing mixed fishing companies). 


--The projects under consideration in the transportation and telecommunicat ions 
sector include numerous items, They particularly concern the highway network, 
the railway system (including the second phase of the initial subway system of 
Tunis and the light rail system which is to connect the cities of the Sahel 
region), airports (projects for the construction of a new international airport 
in the North), and harbors (many projects are already under way, with the 
participation of several French firms), 

5170 


cso: 4400 END 
131 





END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


> \V\agey JI 








